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Faithful fans call the shots at Lions’ workouts

Continued from Page 1

rains, the Lions are forced into the
Silverdome, and workouts are closed.

MONDAY AFTERNOON, the Lions,
who were driven indoors that morning
due to early rainfail, returned to the
outdoor facility with modest number of
fans looking on.

Win, lose or draw, the Lions can be
certain of one thing: The Silverdome
will be filled to near capacity each Sun-
day Detroit plays at home. The fans —
albeit a testy bunch — will come out in
droves to cheer or jeer the home team.

The proof is in the numbers. Since
1975 when the Lions first made the
Silverdome their home, they have
drawn nearly four million fans in paid
attendance. That comes out to a lofty
72,034 average paid attendance crowd.

*Not bad for a stadium that holds
80,000. And given the fact the Lions are
45-61 (a winning ratio of 42 percent)
during the same time period, the num-
bers are even more impressive.

‘While making my way around camp
Monday, I asked some of the loyal fans
what it would take for the Lions to win
the title in the “Black and Blue” NFC
Central Division, which also lodges
Green Bay, Minnesota, Chicago and
Tampa Bay.

The common opinion is the Lions
need an improved defensive secondary,
and, most importantly, a happy Billy
Sims in camp. Sims, the star running

back for the Lions, is, as of Wednesday,
engrossed in a contract dispute with
the Lions’ management. He Is currently
in the third year of a three-year con-
tract.

“I think they have a reasonably good
team,” Nick Boersma of Plymouth
said, “I just wonder about their depth.
They should have a reasonably good
year if they stay healthy. They need
help from their defensive backs,
though.”

JIM COWPER of West Bloomfield
believes help in the secondary along
with better specialty teams could help
the Lions improve upon last season's 8-
8 record, but his biggest concern is how
they perform at home.

“They need help with defensive
backs and the special teams; that’s
were they lost football ‘games last
year,” he said. “As long as they go 8-0
at home, that's all I care about. Fm a
season ticket-halder.”

Mark Digiroano, formerly of Bir-
mingham and now a Waterford resi-
dent, is pessimistic as the season draws
near.

“They won't win,” he said rather
bluntly, “They don't have the talent and
the schedule is too tough.”

Bloomfield Township resident So-
cratis (not to be confused with the
Greek philospher) Stergiou, however, is
more optimistic about the Lions

chances.
“I think they'll be as good, if not bet-
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ter, than any other team in the Central
Division,” he said. “I think they helped
themselves picking up some defensive
backs in the draft, although it may be a
year too late (since San Fransisco
reeled in the cream of the crop last
year). Also, they need a happy Billy
Sirms.”

Meanwhile, four high-school quarter-
backs from Muskegon sat on bleachers
erected inside the fence and cast
watchful eyes on Eric Hipple, Gary
Danielson, Jeff Komlo, Mike Machurek
and John Wangler.

THE GROUP was in town for the
annual Brother Rice Quarterback
Camp, and they took a keen interest in
the signal-callers.

“They need Sims to come back, and
they need Hipple starting,” Tim Fair-
field, from Reeths-Puffer High School
in Muskegon, offered.

“Hipple's the best one they got,”
Dana Olsen added.

“I think they have to go with Hipple,”
Jeff Jordan of North Muskegon High
said.“Sure, he needs some experience
but give him another year. I think he's
the best.”

1 wondered if attending the Lions'
practice session was a requisite for
Brother Rice coach Al Fracassa's QB
camp. Fairfield said it wasn't. “He sug-

gested it,” Fairfield said, “but we were.

coming to watch anyway.”

Dave Severson of Rochester beuevs:

he has the answer which could turn’
around the Lions’ fortunes.

“1 think it's pretty simple. I think the-

secondary play has to improve, and 1

think they need more team enthusiasm..

And, of course, they have to stay away
from injuries,

“They've got to have that level of in-
tensity, and in order to achieve that,
you have to be enthusiastic. You can
see that in the Detroit Tigers right now.
They don’t have that enthusiasm, and
as a result, they're failing,” he added.
“The Lions have to win those close
games they lost last year. It's those
types of things that helps generate en-
thusiasm. I still think they're a year
away, though”

*I THINK it’s all gonna depend on
how well Eric Hipple does,” Rich
Weber of Bloomfield Hills said. “And if
we get Billy Sims back.”

Dave German of Rochester, along
with most other Lions’ fans, is con-
cerned about the secondary and the
plight of star Billy Sims. ¢

“I think we need someone to fill in
Jimmy Allen’s (free safety) spot, and
we need Sims back, but they shouldn't
give him what he wants. He's holding
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n'ul for too much money. I like Hipple.
T've seen him play, and I think he’s the
more dominant player. He's not afraid
to take the short run.”

Sisters Lori and Bea Hickey, also of
Rochester, are hoping the passing
game improves as well as the play of
the secondary.

“Ehope their defensive backs are bet-
ter,” Bea Hickey said. “Wayne Smith
was pretty bad last year. They need
better people there.”

At this stage of the gamg, predictions
ar_;d hopes are the norm. While the
‘Tigers strt Division, fans with hopes of
watching a local team in the playoffs
look toward the Lions. Just like frus-
trated Red Wing and Piston fans looked
to the Tigers to fulfill the fantasy last
spring.

My prediction? Billy Sims will be

back. The secondary, with Alvin Hall
filling in for the traded Spiderman Al-
len, and James Hunter at one of the
cornerback slots, will be a shade better
than last season. But that’s only if
Wayne Smith has worked on his man-
to-man coverage.

Hipple and Danielson are the second
best one-two QB combination in all of
football (Danny White and Gary Hoge-
boom from Dallas top the list). The de-
fense against the rush and offense with
the rush again will be one of the best in
the NFL.

Those are all speculations. But I
guarantee the Lioas will average bet-
ter than 75,000 fans per home game in
1982. Of course, that's barring a play-
er's strike.

If such is the case, disregard the pre-
ceding passages. Or save them for next
year.

This service helps
prevent transmission
problems. Should you
already have a prob-
lem, we'll diagnose it
for you and recom-
mend just what's
needed.

261-5800
34957 Piymouth Rd. *
a1 Wayne
In Livonia

WERE NATIONWIDE..

INTERSTATE'S TRANSMISSION
MAINTENANCE SERVICE.

$893

%200 DISCOUNT WITH COUPON

« Change transmission
tuid

« Adjust bands, if needed

FLuo e Clean screen, it needed

« Replace pan gaskel

« Complete

road test

533-2411
26357 GRAND AIVER

g Farington Hils,
Southfied, Redlord & Livonia

SO IS OUR WARRANTY.

//m‘l\?;
Sy

N
==

30650 PLYMOUTH ROAD

e

;4] Zlf‘

R/

Shed and Mill Hours
Monday thru Saturday
.-5:30 ..

Sunday 10 am.

Senator Jack Faxon

DEMOCRAT - 15th DISTRICT

(il REDBaRN

STURDY CONSTRUCTION
DO IT YOURSELF AND SAVE

i .
*WOODSIDING 8x10

$333%::
ALSOINSTOCN i
L Tiox12

Rep. Joe Forbes Rep. Gary Vanek Senator Jack Faxon

KEEP THE TEAM WORKING TOGETHER

Reg. $56.88
LUMBER PKG. $8.88 for ea. Hardware Only /

Senator Faxon has been nemgg FREE PRESS alEcl'H(g;FEE%E%AT}%L OFSTS%%(I}:E(R)% v

yi 17TH DISTRICT DEMOCRATIC HIGAN EDUCATION A T i
endorsed by the following PARTY ORGANIZATION MICHIGAN FEDERATION OF MUSICIANS Wolmantzed 5 4¢. W
organizations: FARMINGTON-FARMINGTON HILLS NATIONAL ORGANIZATION FOR WOMEN Landscape Timbers

POLICE OFFICERS ASSOCIATION
OF MICHIGAN

STATE, COUNTY AND MUNICIPAL
WORKERS, LOCAL 214

DEMOCRATIC PARTY ORGANIZATION
DETROIT AREA KOSHER MEAT
DEALERS ASSOCIATION
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AND BY THE FOLLOWING ELECTED OFFICIALS OF THE 15th SENATORIAL DISTRICT:

HON. HAROLD BUSSEY, SOUTHFIELD SCHOGL BOARD HON. ANNETTA MILLER, STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

HON. HANNAH CLAMPITT, FERNDALE SCHOOL BOARD HON. ELAINE MILLER, PRESIDENT, WEST BLOOMFIELD

HON, DONALD COHEN, OAK PARK SCHOOL BOARD 'BOARD OF EDUCATION

HON. PETER CRISTIANO, SOUTHFIELD CITY COUNCIL HON. CLIFF MORTIMER, SOUTHFIELO SCHOOL BOARD

HON. RALPH DAVIS, OAK PARK SCHOOL BOARD HON. NATHAN PEISS, OAK PARK SCHOOL BOARD

HON, BARBARA DISNER, OAK PARK SCHOOL BOARD HON, FRAN PETIT, FERNDALE SCHOOL BOARD

HON. MARSHALL DISNER, OAK PARK CITY COUNGIL HON. ZELDA ROBINSON, SOUTHFIELD SCHOOL BOARD

HON. ARTHUR FROHLICH, OAK PARK CITY COUNCIL HON. CHARLOTTE ROTHSTEIN, MAYOR OF OAK PARK

HON, VICKI GOLDBAUM, SOUTHFIELD CITY COUNCIL HON. JANICE AOLNICK, PRESIDENT, FARMINGTON SCHOOL BOARD

HON. MAXINE GUTFREUND, OAK PARK SCHOOL BOARD

HON. JACK INCH, FARMINGTON SCHOOL BOARD

HON. LILLIAN JAFFE-OAKS, PRESIDENT PRO-TEM,
'SOUTHFIELD CITY COUNCIL

HON. WALTER JOHNSON, SOUTHFIELD SCHOOL BOARD

HON. GEORGE LEGGATT, LATHRUP VILLAGE CITY COUNCIL

HON. G. VERNON LEOPOLD, BERKLEY SCHOOL 80ARD

'HON, OSCAR LIND SAY, FERNDALE CITY COUNCIL >
HON, INEN, FARM OOL BOARD HON. ROBERT WRIGHT, SOUTHFIELD SCHOOL BOARD [}
HON. MARILYN MAZELL, PRESIDENT, OAK PARK SCHOOL BOARD HON, ELLEN ZIMMERMAN, FERNDALE SCHOOL BOARD
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HON. MICHAEL SHPIECE, FARMINGTON SCHOOL BOARD
HON. TOM VIOLANTE, OAK PARK SCHOOL BOARD
HON, ROBERT WALDICK, FERNDALE CITY COUNCIL
HON. GERALD WOLBERG, BERKLEY SCHOOL BOARD

S
\
l\\\\\\\‘*‘\\‘\\

.\\\{\\\\\\\‘\\!\\M\\\\A




