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Rock won’t be escalated
at Meadow Brook scene

By Nick Charles
special writer

OR MANY AREA residents,
summertime means relaxing

under the stars at Meadow

Brook while enjoying some
fine wine and, of course, elegant sym-
phonie music.

This scene will continue in the sum-
mers ahead. But on some nights the
sounds of violins and tympani will be
replaced with electric guitars and
drum solos.

Nevertheless, classical music buffs
do not have to worry. Rock and roll is
not going to take over Meadow Brook.

“We aren't interested at all in some
of the really heavy metal rock groups,”
said Stuart Hyke, ing director of

heavier into comtemporary entertain-
ment that we are already.”

Meadow Brook, now in its 19th sea-
son, has been including popular con-
certs in the summer schedule since
1970. Before then, the festival was ex-
clusively reserved for symphenic pro-

-ams.

Last year, Meadow Brook presented
shows by Jimmy Buffet, Al Jarreau
and the Charlie Daniels Band. Each of
these shows is considered contempo-
rary but not rock.

Buffet falls under the category of is-
1and rock as he sings about palm trees,
boats and coconuts. Jarreau is a jazz
vocalist, and Charlie Daniels is consid-
ered country-rock.

Although Meadow Brook has hosted
ry concerts like these pre-

Meadow Brook Music Festival, which
is presented at Baldwin Pavilion on the
Oakland University campus near Ro-
chester.

“THE FESTIVAL will remain to
have a profile like it’s had in the last
few years. Our principle function is to
act as the summer home to the Detroit
Symphony. I don’t think we'll get any

viously, it has never staged what can
be considered “rock and roll” shows —
until now.

“NO, WE ARE NOT trying to be-
come the next Pine Knob,” Hyke said,
referring to another outdoor music the-
ater which stages several rock concerts
each summer near Clarkston. “We are
just interested in getting new groups of

people fo come out {to Meadow
Brook).”

One reason for the contemporary
concerts is financial. Although Meadow
Brook is known for its classical con-
certs, it actually Ioses money on them.
1t stays afloat by holding contempo-
rary shows and patron donations.

“We lose over $300,000 on the Detroit
Symphony concerts,” Hyke explained.
“Qur popular entertainment will gen-
erate $150,000 to cover some of our los-

es’

Even though the contemporary con-
certs are financially successful, they
tend to bring about other problems not
usually associated with classical con-
certs. One of the most noticeable prob-
lems is noise.

It was clear noise was going to be a
problem when Meadow Brook present-
ed its first rock concert July 12.

“SOUND LEVELS were much louder
than expected,” Hyke said. “To the pub-
lie living around the festival who heard
the concert, you have our sincere apo-
logies.” :

The volume problem was not caused
by the headline band, Cheap Trick, but

by the opening act, Saxon.

“The Cheap Trick portion of the show
was pretty good. It was still loud, but it
was tolerable,” he said. “They were
considerably more melodic than Sax-
on”

Cheap Trick and Saxon's show was
the loudest one that will take place at
Meadow Brook this season. The upcom-
ing contemporary acts are considered
mild.

In association with Brass Ring Pro-
ductions, Meadow Brook will present
Elvis Costello and his band The Attrac-
tions on Monday. Costello falls under
the catagory of “New Wave.”

HE JUST released his seventh album
for Columbia records called “Imperial
Bedroom.” The English singer/guitar-
ist has written songs performed and re-
corded by other artists, including Linda
Ronstadt and Dave Edmunds.

He has been an inspiration to many
performers and is known for the songs
“Accidents Will Happen,” “Green
Shirt,” and “Girls Talk.”

Meadow Brook will fall under the
charm of Scottish singer Sheena Easton
when she appears at the festival Aug.
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Elvis Costello and the Attractions will appear Monday at Meadow
Brook Music Festival. Special guest will be Talk Tatk. .

18. Although she’s just in her early 20s,
Easton hs earned recognition as one of
the world's top female vocalists.

Her latest album, $You Could Have
Been With Me,” is best know for its
title track, and her debut album con-
tains the hits “Morning Train (Nine to
Five)” and “Modern Girl.”

Easton is also known for singing the
theme song from the last James Bond
movie, “For Your Eyes Only.”

Other Brass Ring concerts scheduled
at Meadow Brook include Utopia on
Aug. 19 and the Osmonds (including
Donny and Marie) on Sept. 2.

Doc Severinsen, DSO team for top-notch concert

By Judy Jablonski
special writer

On the “Tonight” show, his outland-
ish attire is often the subject of Johnny
Carson's ridicule, but his music re-
ceives nothing but praise.

So, it was no surprise wlien Doc Sev-
erinsen, garbed in glitter, gave an out-
standing performance to a near sell-out
crowd Saturday night at Meadow
Brook Music Festival on the Oakland
University campus near Rochester.

review

explosion of musical fireworks.

In addition to highlighting Severin-
sen's trumpet talents, the evening
served as a showcase for the versatility
of

Severinsen’s contemporary jazz
sound was enhanced by the sophisticat-
ed sound of the Detroit Symphony Or-
chestra, conducted that night by New-
ton Wayland. The collaboration of Sev-
erinsen’s brash trumpet solos and the
DS0's melodic wonders was a fantastic

THE DSO OPENED the show with
the standard “When Johnny Comes
Marching Home,” burst into a highly
polished and patriotic “Variations on
America,” then played a delightfully
bizarre piece from Franz Waxman's
“Bride of Frankenstein” score.

In contrast, Severinsen’s first num-

ber was a concerto written expressly
for him eight years ago.

‘" “This piece shows off with great bril-
liance Doc’s own brilliance,” Wayland
said as he introduced Severinsen. “He
is bold, irreverent, highly disciplined,
energetic and creative. He's the best.”

* Severinsen has been receiving such
praises since he was named best trum-
peter in the state of Oregon at age 9.
Among his mentors in the years that
followed were Charlie Barnet, Benny
Goodman and Tommy Dorsey.

He then became a member of the
NBC staff and occasionally played for
Skitch Henderson on Steve Allen’s “To-
night.”

IT WAS IN 1962, the same year
Johnny Carson joined the show, that
Severinsen actually became a member
of the “Tonight” show staff. Undoubt-
edly this 20-year association with Car-
son and company has helped to mold
Severinsen into the extraordinary en-
tertainer he is today.

Severinsen knows what the andience
likes, and he plays upon that. His flashy
clothing, wry wit, expressive eyebrows
and occasional bumps and grinds to the
beat of the music have become his
trademarks.

During the first half of the show,
however, Severinsen was somewhat
subdued in dress and speech as he
poured himself into his music. His spar-
kle-studded three-piece beige suit, a

(Continued on next page)
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“THE FIVE HATS”

* appearing Mon.-Sat. 9 pm-1:30 am

Sun. 9pm-1:30 am
2360 ROCHESTER CT., TROY 689-7920

good fastes

Enjoy the many good tastes of the
Mon Jin Lau

Sizzling Rice Soup * Mongolian Beef + Peanut
hicken » Moo Shu Park » Hunan Shrimp « Szechwan Beef
Share our good tastes with a friend

MOR IiN L3

Mandarin » Szechwan » Hunan - Cantonese
Exotic Spirits
E. Mapie Rd. al Stephenson Hwy. Troy
689-2332
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LIVE COMEDY AT ARK WEST
* SHOWTIME *

from New York and Los Angeles

PAUL PROVENZA
and
SUZANNE SWEETZER

August
5,6,7

& Dois & Food # Casval Dress * Banauets & Pantes #

A COMEDY
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Thurs. 9:00 pm
Fri.9:008 11:00 pr
Sat.9:00&11:00 pm

NEW TALENT NIGHT
« Thursday - $2.50 4

Fri. & Sat. $4.50
Located in Southbeld

on Northwestern Hwy.
biw 12 M & Telegraph
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The Ypsilanti Area Visitor's & Convention Bureau Presents...

RS
Experience the pageantry and excitement of these
2,800 young musicians from 25 Canadian and Amer-
jcan Drum Corps, as they perform in day long
competition for the coveted Northern Champion-

Rynearson Stadium will resound with music rang-
ing from Mozart to Manilow, as the Corps perform
their intricately choreographed programs. The
competitions are held in various locations through-
out the U.S. and Canada each year.

PRELIMINARY TICKETS-$4
CHAMPIONSHIP TICKETS-$4 & $7

70 ORDER YOUR TICKETS CALL 313 4824320

DRUM CORPS
INTERNATIONAL
NORTHERN

CHAMPIONSHIPS
Friday, Aug. 13
at

Rynearson Stadium
EM.U,, Ypsilanti, ML
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“Words and Music!”
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FEATURING
HEIDI FLYNN

INCOMPARABLE
SONGSTRESS
with
NICHOLAS MARTIN
ATTHEPIANO

Produced By
METROpolitan
REPertory Co.

GREAT MUSIC!
GREAT SONGS!
GREAT FUN!
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Pearls 7

Serving the finest in
Chinese & American Cuisine

. Dinners =
' Chinatown Style Welcomed
Open 7 days a week
Mon.-Thurs. 11 a.m.-10 p.m; Fri 11 a.m.-11 p.m.
Sat 12-11 p.m.; Sun. 12-10 p.m.

469 S. Woodward, Birmingham
@A 644-2913 o
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Garden

Carry Out Orders

Voted Best Hotel Dining Room by Monthly Detroit Magazine "

Our facilities are unsurpassed!

Gourmet dining for your conference of ten...or your .
- wedding reception for 500! Bridal Showers, Bowling Ban-
quets, Bar Mitzvahs and every other important occasion.

WOODWARD ATLONG LAKEROAD
BLOOMFIELD HILLS
644-1400




