backgammon

Mike Giordano

E; of the Cavendish North backgammon club
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It has been almost 400 roll they will win a hope- while white still has two white do?
years since Shakespeare, less race. Consequently, men on the black 1 point, ~ If black rolls a perfec-
through the pi of good play- the in the ta(3-1,1-1,3-3or4-4) he
one of his three heath ershavelearnedtocasta game would swing over Wwill make his 5 point and
honeys, uttered the fate- jaundiced eye on what to black's side. This is so there is nothing white can
ful words, “Fair is foul appears to be a perfect because black has es- do about it. If black rolls
and foul is fair.” During roll or an obvious play. caped one of his back 2-2 or 4-2, he will make
the centuries that fol- In the diagrammed po- men and now has 14 of his 4 point and again
lowed, it seems, these sition, white rolls 4-2. his 15 men available for white is helpless to pre-
words have inspired mili- Many players would use in blocking in the vent it. The only other
tary and political leaders make their 4 point while white stragglers. If both numbers that are good
as well as bascball um- congratulating them- sides are able to build a for black are 6-4 and 6-5,
pires and tax lawyers, selves on their fine roll- prime and contain the op-  Which will leave him well
but backgammon players ing. Indeed, the 4 point is ponent, black shoild be placed to enter a winning
have known it all along. a valuable asset and will able to maintain his race. This accounts for

All experienced back- substantially improve blocking position two or one-third of the possible
gammon players know white's position, but mak- three rolls longer than rolls black may get on his
that when they roll dou- ing it would leave black white by virtue of the mextturn. In other words,
ble sixes, they will be on too much counterplay. fact that he has the extra it is twice as likely that
the bar, and when their  If black is able to se- man to play his numbers black will get some other
opponents get the same cure his 5 or even 4 point with. So what should

roll, which he will proba-
bly play by bringing two
men from the white 12
point into his outer table
‘where they will be poised
to make his 5 or 4 point
on subsequent rolls.
There is certainly some-
thing that white can do
about this.

By playing a four from

black’s 1 point to his 5
point and a two from the
black 12 to the white 11
point, white threatens to
accomplish three objec-
tives, any one of which
would neutralize the tim-
ing advantage that black

@ Hit any loose man cided favorite to make ei-
black brings into his out-  ther his 5 or 4 point next

® Escape from the
black 5 point, thereby
equalizing his position.

@ Make the black 5 black 5 point before his
I'Jomt, thereby eliminat- opponent can mobilize
ing the threat of being the men stacked on the
blocked in.

It is important that additional builder in his .
white make this play outer table, the risks of
now. If black can play coming up to the black 5 |
just one man to one of the  point would outweigh the |
vacant points in his outer patential gain and white |
table, he will be just would be well advised to .
about even money o make the “automatic”
make his 5 point on the play of building his 4

paint. ’

proudly presents

“Fiesta Flamenca”
Solero De Expana
3 Shows: 8pm, 10pm, and 12pm

August6 & 7,and 13 & 14
upstairs in

time,

1t is therefore impera- .}
tive that white split to the j

white 12 point. Note that |
if black already had one .
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HOME

OPEN FOR
YOUR DINING
PLEASURE-LUNCH,

755 W. Big Beaver

DINNER & AFTER THEATRE
Charles Rowland

at the keyboard

Tues. - Sat. Evenings

Y.
in the Bottom of the Top of Troy Building

currently enjoys: next roll and will be a de-
2600 Bagley
ANNOUNCING at 18thand Bagley
I ‘ NEW MENU! For Resenati
NEW LOW PRICES! or Reservations
Call 237-0333

Tro 362-1262

Which of the following
ISN'T included in the

Michigan Inn’s

Kingsley Inn
#otel

To Be Certain.
A thoughtful way to welcome visitors
or clients is a reservation at the
Kingsley Inn Hotel.
We are near all business, sports and
eclucational centers in the tri-county
areq.

Woonward and Long Lake Road
Bloomiield Hills

644-1400

ALBAN'S

 "Betils, & Baske

Restaurant & Delicatessen
SUNDAY SPECIALS °3.99
LASAGNA BAKED FISH
CHICKEN CORDON BLEU

The above Includes tossed safad, roll and butier.

) (tim]| ) PN S 646-6553

W o

The sum of our
courses adds up to one

' greatprice.$995.

Enjoy our delicious new prix fixe dinners. Four entrees with a
taste of New Orleans. And a price you can't afford to resist.
Onion Soup Gratinée - Our Salad Buffet
Choice of Entree:

Creole Jambalaya The creole name “"Jambalaya” is from the
French name for ham (Jambon). Ham and Shrimp in a piquant
Creole Sauce served over Rice.
Trout a la Praline A boneless Rainbow Trout pan-fried in Butter
with Pecans.
Pasta de Mer Shrimp and Scallops in a rich Cream Sauce served
over fettuccini.
Poulet Sauté Chasseur A sautéed boneless Breast of Chicken
with a French Sauce of sliced Mushrooms, Shallots, Tomatoes
and a splash of Wine.
Bourbon Bread Pudding or
Hiagen Dazs Ice Cream and Cafe au Lait or Espresso

coeEn”

RESTAURANL
And all that jazz
| 2085 Big Beaver Road, Troy u
649-1880

L
N Gals’ Night Out

1t's your special night out every
Thursday at Hurley's. With special
prices on drinks, live entertainment
S and dancing. So make Thursdays special.

INORTHFELD HILTON
5500 Crooks Rd. at I-75
Troy, Michigan 48098
(313)879-2100

7 Served )
DAILY

MondayFriday
11530 8. 130 pan,

Super Soup
s:\ad and
Sandwich

Buffet

For $395

Just

{PubMeny a1 Winstor's] | |
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Scfililers

Srgse

1601 RodbONT A 8320330
miiatin

» 24
606G West Maple K. 631-0880

DIRNER THERTRE

Alffeds Jimmy Launce
PROductions, lnc.

presents
A Laugh A Minute Comedy
: SAVING GRACE }
Group Rates &
Performances
Available
Fri. & Sat.-
Cockuails 7 pr
Dincer 7:30 pm
Reservations
643-8865

Lower Level Somerser Mall

$53 =

ummer
Weekend Special?

. Luxurious guest room
{any Friday through Sunday)

Beautiful indoor/outdoor pool
Steaming saunas

Outdoor tennis courts
Exercise equipment

Video game room

Kid's room (515.00 per night)
Ocean view

Through August 15

ORANGE LAKE
DRIVE I

mpow® »

Tom

For reservations (and the comect answes)
Call 559-6500/Toll Free 1-800-482-3440

MICHIGAN INN
16400 4 L. Hudson Drive ® Southfield, Ml 48075
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TROY HILTONS
AUGUST 6, 13 & 27

Sorry, no poot pa
or outside entertainment August 20

PM. — 11 P.M
€ EXOTIC DRINKS! < DANCING! <> LIMBO CONTESTS!
¢» CHARCOAL-GRILLED ISLAND DELIGHTS!

Cover Change #5.00 g CALL 583-9000 &

includes 1 complimentary drink ticket ASK ABOUT OUR SPECIAL WEEKEND
YOU MUST B PACKAGES FEATURING A PRIVATE
O b2l TO ATTEND) BALCONY OVERLODKING THE POOL!
TROY HILTON INN - 1455 STEPHENSON HWY. - TROY, MI 48084
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