Female caddies
master course

Caddy chiet Mike Monson is responsible for training and supervis-
ing caddies like Michelle Kahn. The aim is to make Honor Caddy
which pays better money.
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Andrea Polk, Michelle Kahn and Kelly Brown (left to right) head for the pluhhnuse. They think caddying'has it all over

earning money.

By Louise Okruteky
staff writer

Hunting through the bushes for a lost
golf ball and ending up caked with mud
is far from most teens’ idea of a great
summer job.

‘You know what the
hardest thing about
being a girl caddy is?
It’s getting your hair
stuck under the bag’s
strap.’

— Michelle Kahn

Farmington Hills

But it's as much a part of a caddy’s
typical day as handing over the §-iron.

What's not so typical for some golf-
ersis the sight of a caddy in pigtails.

“They’ll say, ‘Oh, you're the caddy?"”
said Kelly Brown, 11, who will attend-
ed West Bloomfield's Abbott Middle
School in the fall.

Brown and other female caddies at a
West Bloomfield country club are
among a group of young pioneers who
over the last few years have managed
to widen their summer job market be-
yond baby sitting.

THEY DON'T really view them-
selves as trailblazers. Instead, they see
the their jobs as caddies at Tam-O-
Shanter Country Club as a good way to
earn money.

First-year caddies earn $6.50 plus
tips for an 18-hole round. For the same
distance, a captain earns $7 and an
honor caddy earns $7.50. “Im not old
enough to get any other job yet,” said
three-year veteran Michelle Kahn,
15%, Farmington Hills.

g

“Only a few of my friends know I'm
a caddy,” said Kathy King, 16, of Ponti-
ac. “Most of my friends baby sit.

“This is better than baby sitting. I
don't really like babies.” .

King and her sister, Kristin, 12, both
work at Tam-O-Shanter. Some of the

girls have had brothers who were cad-

dies. Others, like Brown just decided
that the job sounded interesting.

- “MY MOTHER read a story in the
newspaper and asked me if I'd be inter-
ested. it was my own choice,” said
Brown, who lives in Keego Harbor.

T thought I'd try it to see how I'd
like it. After one lesson. I sort of liked
it,” she said. Neither of her older broth-
ers, a law student and a communica-
tions major, ever caddied.

After a few weeks of being an ap-
prentice caddy, Brown finds she likes
golf.

“On Mondays, we can play. It seems
like fun. 1 don’t want to get too in-
volved in the game. Some people get
mad when they don't do so well,” she

said.
Occasionally, they'll meet a patron
who isn't sure a girl can-competently

babysitting for

“You can't go too far along with
them — they're adults,” said Brown.

“Usually, they're nicer to you (be-
cause you're a girl),” said Andrea Polk,.

13, Farmington Hills. Staff photos
lAs all caddies from time immeniori-
;éu:hxg?' confess to avoiding difficult by Dick Kelley

One of the advantages of the job is
they can set their own hours. Some-

times Brown will rise at §:30 a.m. and
be at the club about 7:30 a.m. On Sun-
days, she can show up at noon after
church services.

Not all who sign up in the spring be-
come regular caddies, according to
chief caddy Mike Monson. Of the 250
caddies who signed up this year, about
150 are regulars. Of his regular cad-
dies, about 11 are girls.

SOME OF the boys find themselves
in competition with the girl caddies.

“They hate when you're promoted
over them,” said Polk. .

Thete are other minor problems, too.

“You know what the hardest thing
about being a girl caddy is?” asked
Kahn.

“It's getting your hair stuck under

‘Most of my friends babysit. This is
better than babysitting. I really don’t

like babies.’

— Kathy King
Tam O’Shanter caddy

attend the flag and carry the clubs.
“They'll say things like, ‘I bet you
can't even caddy.’ Or they'll say to each
other, ‘Can't cuss today. We'll have to
watch our langugge,’ " Brown said.

“YOU HUMOR them along. You
make fun with them,” said Kahn, who's
reached the top spot in the business —
‘honor caddy.

, the strap of the bag,” she said, tugging
at the her long hair which had done just
that,

And when the day is done and the
girls go home, bringing with them the
towels they use to wipe mud off count-
less clubs, there seems to be one thing
they have in common with their male
counterparts.

‘Mom does their laundry.

Kelly Brown's older brothers
never caddied. Sheé likes it dnd
is learning to like the sport of
golf.
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Ray Ban® sunglasses
for the man
who lives in

the fast lane

You thrive on challenges and
the very last thing you need is
the sun in your eyes. So
whether you're driving o
tennis ball or your sports car,
Ray Ban# sunglasses won't
cramp your style. From
Bausch and Lomb, these
lenses provide scientific glare
protection ond meet the
same standards as prescrip-
tion tenses. The only problem
you may have..she'll want to
wear them too! We show the
Qutdoorsman, aviator style in
black chrome, $42. The col-
lection priced from $39 to

€13 -
M= ORDER BY PHONE: 24 hot
In Metro Detron. cali 569-2454 Elsewnere oraer tok-te

$70. In Men’'s Accessories.
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