:_51,000 served last year

County office provides
help, counseling to vets

‘By Suzle Rollins Singer
“staff writer

; If you're an Qakland County resident and US.
‘about benefits, a county office has help.

;. More than 54,000 Oakland veteraus or their fami-
lies were served last year by the county Veterans
‘Services Division office.

: “Were a county agemcy and shouldn't be
‘confused with the federal government,” said Carl
“Pardon, manager of the Department of Public Ser-
.vice Veterans’ Services Division.

- “We assist vets and their families in filling out
nppuuum for any veteran benefit from all levels
‘of government,” he said. It operates from two offic-

. :es — Royal Oak, at 542-0220, and Pontiac, at 858-
‘0785,

* The 19-member staff helps vets apply for educa-
‘tion compensation, pensions, hospital reimburse-
‘menis. insurance and and burial

“We counsel them on the benems, nince ‘we have
the knowledge on all of the laws. We try to get
-them the maximum benefits available,” he added.

. PRESENTLY, the county agency is especially

busy helping widows of World War II veterans se-

-cure benefits.

. “If a vet’s widow comes in, we file the paper-

.work to get a headstone, flag and arrange for wid-

-ow’s pension and child support pensions,” Pardon
lained.

* About 45 percent of the veterans serving during a
‘war are eligible for full burial rights. Their assets
must not total more than $25,000.

Burial benefits are just becoming available to
Vietnam vets, as well. However, peacetime veter-
ans are only entitled to half the burial benefits,
Pardon said.

‘war veteran or kin to a vet, and you have questions

‘Almost half the people in
the county either are, or
are associated w:th a’
veferan.’

Approximately 125,000 veterans live in Oakland
County and have more than 300,000 dependants.
‘The majority of the questions are fielded over the
telephone, although personal visits are encouraged.

“Almost half the people in the county either are,
or are associated with, a veteran,” Pardon said.

FOR VIETNAM vets, the most sought-after ben-
efit is education.

‘“We also make sure they're provided with bene-
fits for unemployment, underemployment and eco-
nomic disability. We also try to find them jobs,”
Pardon added.

“Most vets come to us without insurance who
need hospital treatment. We can have them admit-
ted to VA hospitals in Allen Park, Ann Arbor and
Battle Creek,” he said.

‘The county office’s budget is $835,000. Most ser-
vices are required by state law, and if the office
didn't exist, the work would be funneled through
other departments, Pardon noted.

In Mmhigan 65 out of the 83 counties have coun-

seling age

“The state dosn t have an agency to supply vets
with information. The federal government has an
office in Detroit, but it doesn’t have the budget or
manpower to carry the rest of the state,” Pardon
said.

‘Community colleges atiract
broader range of students

Michigan community colleges have changed
drastically in the past few years, with more “non-
traditional” students studying at the institutions
- than in previous years.
< 'The high cest of education, as well as the ad-
vanced curricula offered, are making closer-to~
colleges

: In the 1980-81 academic year, community col-
Zleges enrolled over 233,000 students. This repre-
sents over 40 percent o! the students in Michigan
lnshhlﬁans of higher education.

. A four-person committee, comprised of repre-
:sentatives from various commmunity colleges
-across the state, gtudied the makeup of the state’s
two-yearmumuom

colleges

programs and courses as a major compone.nt of
 their functions.

One out of two students is 24 years old or older,
compared to one out of five that is 19 years old or
younger.

Approximately 76 percent of the students are
employed and 54 percent are women. About 16 per-
cent of community college enrollees are members
of minority groups.

laced are also tuining t

Pisp 8
nity colleges for retraining. As examples, during -

1580-81, 22 community colleges enrolled over 2,200
stud:nu and the Trade Readjustment A]lnwance

program.

General education is still the most popllhr
riculum, with 43 percent of the students erirolled
there, The study shows that 26 percent are enrolled
in occupational courses while 22 percent are major-
ing in business.

Alcohol’s
effects to
_he shown

The proj

The Oakland County Mothers
Against Drunk Drivers and the Traffic
Improvement Association of Oakland

* County are hosting a special program
at 7:30 tonight to demonstrate the ef-
fects of drinking and driving.

program at Roma’s of Bloom-
field, in the Miracle Mile shopping cen-
ter on Telegraph just north of Square

Lake, will feature a controlied drinking
demonstration and a display of the Mo-
bile Breath Testing Unit.

Four subjects will consume mea-
sured quantities of alcohol and then
* demonstrate their ability to pednrm
field sobriety tests.

‘The public is invited.

4 DAYS ONLY!
Builders Model
Home Furniture

Boys: -

now 18.90and 21.90.

o Pajamas, originally $16, now 74.90.

Girls:

*Button
«PlaidKilts, originally $20, now 15.90.

«Band-collared oxford cloth shirts,
. originally $20, now 15.90.

*Select

SALE: Back-to-School...
With New Fall Clothes!
20% w 25% Off Original Prices

o Button-down oxford shirts, originally $15, now 711.90.
«Crewneck sweaters, orginally $217, now 13.90.
«Corduroy slacks, onginally $25 and 28.50,

o Knit shirts, 20% to 25% off onglnal prices.
« Aarylic V-neck sweaters, originally $20, now 13. D

oPlacket knit shirts, ong/nally$ 16, now 70.90.

. Cordm:)]' blazers, originally $55, now 39.90.
lown oxfurdshlrts, originally $15, now 71.40.

«Corduroy jumpers, onglnally$26 now 20. 90

«Solid acrylic turtlenecks, 20% to 30% off ongma/ prices.
gzr outerwear, 20% off original prices.
*InK.LD.S.— where weare allthe things you are.

“Toapply for a Saks Fifth Avenue charge account, call 643-9000,
ext. 309 In Troy; 336-3070, ext. 210 in Falrlane.

Somerset Mall, Big Beaver at Coolidge, Troy
Falrlane Town Center, Dearborn .

Save 30% to 80%
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Monday, August 16, 1982 O&E (0)5A

end of season
Clearance Sale

Save up to 40 A) on

5 pc. patio sets
«Cafe sets
«Chaise lounges
«Umbrellas
«Gliders
«Sofa groups
«Bar stools
« Stack chairs
+Folding chairs
* Select floor
samples

All Summer Furniture Reduced
(limited quantities)

the good life store

Jimmies RusTics

Livonia « 29500 W. 6 Mile + 522-9200/Birmingham - 221 Hamilton - 644-1919

“FASHION MAGIC FOR KIDS”

A Magical Fashion Show

starring

Winnie-the-Pooh, Tigger, Eeyoré
and Strawberry Shortcake

FAIRLANE TOWN CENTER
Tuesday & Wednesday, August 17 & 18, 2:00, 4:00 & 7:00 pm
LAKESIDE
Thursday, August 19, 2:00, 4:00 & 7:00 pm
TWELVE OAKS
Friday & Saturday, August 20 & 21, 2:00, 4:00 & 7:00 pm
BRIARWOOD
Sunday, August 22, 1:00 & 3:00 pm

Winners will be flown via

Win A Free Trip For Two to Walt Disney World® Magic Kingdom

ADELTA

o AR LINES Featuring the most service to Florida

with accommodations at RAMADA INN SOUTHWEST
Next to Walt Disney World®

‘and free car rental by ALAMO RENT A CAR.
Entry Blanks available at the Information Booth.




