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Nasty, Nasty!

Democrats normally have nasty things
to say about Republicans, and vice versa,
and this was the week that was in Farmington
Township. Farmington Democrats are chiding
the township administration for its road pav-
ing policies and attempts to shift the”blame
for higher taxes.

Page 3A, 4A

Latest On PRD

A few months back Farmington Town-
ship adopted a zoning ordinance to provide
for a Planned Residential Development
(PRD), supposed to involve a mixture of resi-
dential housing types. The township has re-
ceived its first PRD zoning request which
planners think is not mixed up enough.

. Page 5A

To The Ballot!

Foes of parochiaid have picked Dr. Ken-
neth Carman of Garden City the Wayne
County head of a drive to place an anti-paro-
chiaid constitutional amendment on the Nov-
ember ballot. Leonard Poger tells how many
signatures they’ll need and how they’ll oper-
ate. See Regional Affairs. « Page 8C

Last Town Hall

The future of one of this area’s three Town
Halls is in jeopardy. Can Mr. ESP make a
difference? Page 1C

River Squabble

The county drain commissioner is sore at
a county road engineer over the question of
who has the power to tackle a serious pollu-
tion problem on the Middle Rouge River.
Once again, Roving Editor W.W. Edgar has

By EMORY DANIELS

For the fourth consecutive year, the City of

Budget Shows Another
City Millage Reduction

il has gone on record as favoring mil-
offset rising SEV and is expected
ill decrease.

'

lower than when the city levied 11.5 mills in 1966-67.
Last year, the county increased local assess-
ments by 15% and the council countered by lowering

In spite of the milla

eduction, however, City

the city's tax rate from 10 to 9 mills.

Farmington hopes to reduce its tax millage rate in an
attempt to offset the rising state equalized value
(SEV) factor applied by the Oakland County Equali-
zation Board.

In the draft budget prepared for fiscal year 1970-
71, City Manager John Dinan is asking for a reduc-
tion from 9 to 8.5 mills (a decrease of §0 cents per

$1,000 state equalized valuation).
PP

THE DRAFT BUDGET was presented to the
city council Monday night for study before setting a

public hearing.

Mrs. Vignoe
Quits Job
In Disgust

Mrs. Catherine Vignoe has
resigned from the Farmington;
Township Road Committee
and, in doing so, expressed her
disappointment with the town-
ship’s Inactlon in the south end
and anger over the decision to
pave Nine Mile and Drake.

In resigning, Mrs. Vignoe
said she was not disillusioned
over the committee’s inability
to function in a meaningful
way because ‘‘everyone is
aware that every chance a cit-
izen might have to help serve
his community is neatly rail-
roaded by the powers that be,

*It Is shameful that the lack
of coeperation from the very
foundation of the community
we live in must result in this.”

o e e

MRS. VIGNOE SAID she
attended meetings of the road
committee with an optimistic

outlining general needed main-
tenance, or by requesting
gravel for an area or needed
ditching.
AS DISCUSSION continued,
the committee asked the town-
ship administration td keep
members informed of any
road improvement action
which might be forthcoming.
“We were never given that
information, nor any other in-
-formation that coul d have and
would have helped us in in our
study or given us knowledge."”
“For many years, the citi-
zens of the township have had
to endure the poor mechanics
of a machine that always used
the same spiel: ‘We can't do
anything for you, we don't
even own a shovel or a wheel-
barrow, the county is repsonsi-
ble," ete.”
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attitude but could no langer be
a part of the committee.

When the committee was
formed by the Township Board
.last year, she explained, it was
hoped residents might see a
change for the better in town-
ship policy on roads.

Mrs. Vignoe said she’ had
hoped that representatives
from all corners of the town-
ship could meet, compile facts
as they exist and ideas for the
future could be “melted into a
final form that is desperately
needed for our fast growing

The present hodge-podge of

d policies which” are
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guidelines for road
problems, Mrs. Vignoe says,
“has only resulted in the un-
realistic and unfair conditions’
which now exist.

“It is a poor system of
o gt only sees
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expansion and population as
the end result of good planning.
“No one cares to remember
that all those taxed doilars are
from warm, hum#n beings that
work and hope for a better
world, or at least a home town
to be proud of and well re-
membered by their children.”

IN A LETTER to Supervisor
Curtls Hall, Mrs. Vi sum-
marized initial findings made
by the committee regarding
the south end of the township.

South- end representatives
orrthe committee, she wrote,
found the section to the north
of 11 Mile was tolerant of the
road situation, but ditching and
drainage were a problem.

Some committee members
were aware that south of 11
Mile was a sitaation ‘which

Observer Want Ads . [ needed some type of plan, she
wrote Hall. .
. 422-0900 Suggestions included elther
naming streets by priority in.
A the 'S fodgment
s i = e - ——

public
-sllowed’ to, get Into political
by "chdnmels. - T L. -

“The county always emits
the same scratchy recoreded
message, ‘We don't have any
money.” The words autono-
mous, pay. Pandara’s box, and
the latest one, ‘philosophy’,
are etched into our memories.
forever. .

*. "“Then as co-consispirator to
“lack of funds’ we have a pro-
gram. called 'matching funds’
that also suffers from lack of
funds, unless a terribly dan-
gerous, severe hardship is
experienced by all those per-
sons at Nine Mile and Drake
Rd., and a program needs to
be hurriedly instituted to pro-
tect them from inconvenience.

“Now even though matching
funds are encumbered for two
years, It was possible to spend
$82,500 out of the township
matching funds and matched
by the county with another

"$82,500 and with NO COST to

any abutting property owners.
“'This was the opportunity the
Road Committee could have
had to make a recommenda-
tion on a sizable project and it
was denied them,” Mrs. Vig-
noe wrote Hall.

MRS, VIGNOE SAID that
most Road Committee mem-
bers have worked hard to un-
derstand road issues and have
been conscientious, even
though they have not been
given the information neces-
sary to accomplish the job.
\The former member of the
Road Committee also included
in her resignation letter com-
‘ment on the job belng dore by

of Farmington taxpayers will*be asked to pay more
in actual doltars when tax bill% for '70-71 are mailed.

Dinan explained that because of rising costs, he
was unable to completely offset the SEV hike by the
millage reduction.

WHAT HAPPENED is the proposed millage
decrease is 5.5% while the county is expected to hike
the SEV factor by 13%.

The -result will be that during '70-71 local prop-
erty taxes, even at a lower millage rate, will produce
9% “more revenue than during the current budget
year, which ends June 30.

While the City of Farmington coltects 9% more
($41,600) from local property taxes. the city will re;

; Geive 35% more ($73,000) from state-returned taxes.

The budget Dinan is asking the council to ap-
prove is'6.9% or $38,330 higher than the current '69-70
budget. !

If the city were to levy nine mills instead of
dropping the half-mill, the budget will be about
$27,000 richer. )
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IF THE COUNCIL approves the half-mill reduc-
tion, as expected, the city’s tax rate will be about 30%

NEW PODIUM— The Farmington Community Center
has received a new podium to be used by the many guest
speakers visiting the Center. The donation was made by
the Farmington Jaycee Auxiliary from revenues from such
community projects os the rummage sale and cook book
sale. Mrs. Alberta Taylor (left), director of the Center,
accepts the gift from Auxiliary President Mrs. Nancy Ditt-

The budget still increased by 3.7%.

This year, the county has announced its inten-
tions to apply a factor of 1.28'to the city, a 13% in-
crease, and the council is expected to counter with a
half-mill millage decrease which will résult in a
budget increase of 6.9%.

“In analyzing this year's budget,” says Dinan,
“‘we find that although it is a record budget and near-
ing the $1 million mark, we have been able to retain
our position for the 10th consecutive-year of not in-
creasing our tax rate.

‘“The large inflationary factors have been in sal-
ary adjustments that continuously increase at a
rapid rate in an effort to stay abreast of the high
cost of living increases that are being generated
throughout our entire economy.”
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THE CITY HAS been fortunate, says Dinan,
because its rapid growth rate has aided in offsetting
inflationary costs.

“This new increased assessed valuation within
the community has added to the economic vitality
that has been given by the economic development of
the newly annexed area.

“‘With the high demands for wage increases, cost
of material, each year it becomes more difficult to
operate within the framework of a stable tax rate.”

Dinan said his'tight budget received a ‘boost
‘from the increase in state-returned revenues because
of the 1970 census. Last year, state revenues were
returned on the basis of the 1960 census, but '70-71
returns will be based on the population count of the
1970 census.

Because the city has grown by 70% since 1960
with the state’s population increasing by only 13%.
the city will receive an additional $73,000 from the
state during 1970-71. ce

The total estimated state-returned revenues for
'70-71 will be $280,900 compared to an anticipated
collection of $496,800 from local property taxes.-

The budget must receive final council approval
by the third Monday in May.

‘Taxes Will
Still Rise

In 196667, it cost the City of
Farmington a half-miltion del-

increase over last vear. A
major item will be purchase of

mar (Evert photo} .

CBD Plan
Gets OK

City Councitman Monday
night unanimously approved
the Central Business District
{CBD) ordinance and heard
reports about future steps to
be taken to redevelop the
downtown area in the City of
Farmington.

After the 5-0 approval vote,
City Manager John Dinan re-
ported on plans to upgrade the
existing C-2.zone into a com-
munity commercial classifica-
tion and establish a C-3. gen-
eral commercial, zone.

. Dinan also reported the
downtown redevelopment sub-
committee of the planning
commission has assigned indi-
vidual members the following
study, tasks: Richard Tupper.
high-rise olfice ordinances:
Jim Piatt, parking and traffic

flow; Dennis Pheney, asethet-

ics and historical preserva-
gion; and Don Stoddard, sign

the ‘s chairman,
Fred Bailey.

Members were hoping: to
hold a public hearing to disct
road problems, Mrs. Vignoe
explaines. She said Bailey told .
members discussion at the

lie” hearing - should not be

# binan's PROPOSED city
budget for fiscal year 1970-71

was presented to the council
which voted to hold a public
hearing on May 14 starting at 8

pm.
A resolution introduced by
Coancilman Jobn Richardson

was approved establishing a
study committee to investi-
gate the feasibility of an in-
door, artilicial ice rink for the

city.

Russell Ellis. a local hockey
entbusiast. was appointed
chairman fo work with Dyjnan
on the study.

Richardson said it may be
that an ice rink program could
be self-supporiing with the
rink’s operating revenue pay-
ing off city bands.

Dinan said he hopes a report
could be given the council in
60 days on the physical as-
pects of the sludy with a finan-
cial reporl being given later,
including the possibility of
grant monies.

Approval was given to div-
ide a 150x277 foot lot at Power
and 9 Mile Rds. owned by Vir-
gil Cornwell. Cornwell hopes to
build three homes which would
sell for around $25,000 and
have 70-85 foot widths

P

TOWARDS THE END of the
meeting, Councilman Fred
Siebert expressed concern
about legal trends regarding
municipal zoning ordinances.

Continued on Poge 3A

% 15563.0001 to provide resi-
dents necessary services.

In that vear. the city levied
115 mills (81150 per $§1.000
equalized valuations and col-
lected about $318.000 from lo-
cal taxpayers.

The proposed budget for
1970-71 shows it will cost al-
most $1 million 1$901.000) to
provide residents necessary
services. A proposed lax rate
of 8.5 mills is expected 10 raise
about $496.800 from local tax-
paye

IF THAT puzzles you. a look
at the ‘6667 budget prowides
an explanatign

In 1966-67/ the city’s tolal
equalized valuation was §26.9
million compared to an esti-

mated $36.5 million in 19

A thumb-nail review of the
past four years shows the City
“of Farmington's tax base

(SEV1 has more than doubled .

while its tax rate whas de-
creased by 30

During the past four years.
the city’s total SEV has grown
by 110% while the budget has
grown by 605 and the amount
of money paid by local taxpay-
ers has grown by 55%.

City Manager Jobn Dinan
says the 1970-1971 record
budget is a tight one and di-
rectly reflects the inflationary
spiral of the nation’s economy.

e

THE STRONGEST econoric
factor affecting operating cost
is personnel salaries, says
Dinan.

The proposed budget in-
cludes retommended pay
hikes of 7'2-10%, depending
upon jub classifications.

Dinan explains these raises
are necessary to stay competi-
tive because a study of sala-

ries paid by other commani-
Lties showed Farmington was
helow the median.

« Capital improvements also
account for the 6.9% budget

.a complete new radio system

for the Public Safety Depart-
ment

The present police radio sys.
tem was purchased 22 years
ago and the last addition to the
system was in 1957, which
means the newest radio equip-
ment is already 12 years old,
said Dinan.

Modern police radio equip-
ment lransmils over a 100
walt-power for base stations
and §0-100 watts for' mobile
units, Dinan told councilmen
Monday night. The city’s sys-
tem transmits 50 watts for the
base station and 25 watts from
mobile equipment. .

Capital improvements for
the Public Works Depariment
include purchase of a heavy-
duty truck. stake truck and
pickup truck.

P

WITHIN THE BUDGET, the
biggest increase is being allo-
cated to the Public Safety
Department. It would receive
$36.000 ‘more if council ap-
proves. Dinan’s recommenda-

tions

All but $4,000 of that i
crease will go for salary in-
creases. About $1,300 bas been
added lo the public safety ac-
count for capital improve-
ments.

Dinan is asking $26.000 more
for the public works fund. The
increase is primarily to cover
capital expenditures and in-
cludes an additional $12,000 for
streets and roads and an extra
$6.000 for garbage pickup.

THE CITY'S DESIRE to
hold an apnexation election and
to redevelop its downfown
area will result in a cost of
$10,000 during 197071, accord-
ing to budget estimates.

‘The budget includes an extra
$4,500 to pay attorney Burton
Shifman for special legal serv-

Continued on Page 44



