ODakland wants road reform, too
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illiam Lucas, Democratic nominee
ggr ‘Wayne County executive, said he
will be joined by several former Demo-
¢ratic county executive contenders in
Lansing Sept. 14 to testify before the
House Towns and Counties Committee
op why the County Road Commission
should be stripped of its autonomy.

1 Lucas’ .Wayne County-only effort,
however, bothers the Oakland County
executive, Daniel T. Murphy. Ever
since his post was created in 1975, Mur-
phy has sought the same thing.

Lucas said last week, “I went up to
Lansing (last week) with the intention
of seeing a handful of legislators dis-
cussing this issue and instead saw a
whole group supporting it. Their re-
sponse was: positive and a move in the
right direction.”

SINCE THE 1930s, county road com-
missions have operated almost autono-
mously in Michigan. Three members of

County road commissions get their
revenue from state gasoline and weight
taxes. Wayne County’s politically pow-
erful road commission also operates
two airports and a park system.

Wayne's Road Commission has its
own personnel policies, too — the cause
of much political friction. For years it
has been charged with nepotism, crony-
ism and circumventing the civil service
process.

The Wayne County charter, sched-
uled to take effect next year, allows the
new county executive to hire and fire
the three-member board at will but
continues the Road Commission’s oper-
ating autonomy.

This year, a new source of controver-
sy arose when the Road Commission
signed a six-year union contract with
the managing director and 72 other
managerial persons. Critics say the
contract, upheld in the courts so far,
will frustrate any executive attempts

‘Wyandotte, to draft a bill

the Road Commission’s budgetary au-
tonomy.

The bill, however, amends only the
1980 charter county act, under which
Wayne County is organized. It doesn't
amend an earlier act under which Oak-
land and Bay counties adopted the ex-
ecutive plan.

Lucas said Livonia Mayor Ed
McNamara and Detroit City Council-
man Mel Ravitz will accompany him to
a meeting of the committee chaired by
Rep. Tom Brown, D-Westland.

“The testimony will be included in a
motion before the entire House after
they return from adjournment after
the election,” Lucas explained.

COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN Brown
said he favored Lucas’ request.

“The county reorganization act gave
the county executive (to be elected
Nov. 2} the power to appoint the Road
Commission members with the advice

some ap-
pointed officials and members of the
county Road Commission have placed
great doubt as to advisability of grant-
ing such privileges to the road commis-
sion,” Brown said referring to its re-
cent union organization with a six-year
contract.

“Now 1 believe the total autonomy
for the road commission goes against
the very concept embodied in creating
a county executive form of govern-
ment,” he added.

IN 1975, just after he was elected
first county executive in Michigan,
Oakland County's Murphy advocated
that the Road Commission should not
be a separate body apart from the
county executive’s jurisdiction, accord-
ing to Deputy County Executive Pa-
trick Nowak.

Murphy had publicly said that when
a Wayne County executive, who would
most likely be 2 Democrat, was elect-
ed, the two should join forces to and
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Amidst the natural beauty of the Swiss Alps stands a
modern dlinical institution legendary for its treatment
of more than 60,000 discerning persons over the past
half-century—Clinic La Prairie.

Years of scientific study of the skin at Laboratories La
Prairie have produced an innovative regimen of
essential creams and lotions—a Cellular Skincare
Programme for the face and body: a preventative
regimen for youthful skins, areplenishing regimen for
mature skins.
La Prairie special representatives will be at Saks Troy all
week...September 13- 17, to give private skincare
consultations. Reservations are limited, so call now for
your appointment at 643-9000, ext. 277 or 295.
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Extends Our Storewide
SUMMER SALE

Because of the state of the economy in Michigan, several of our
suppliers have extended their factory authorized saie periods. To help
out in these tough times Stewart-Glenn will extend its entire
STOREWIDE SUMMER SALE through Qctober 2. It’s not too late to

get hot summer savings on top quality furniture and accessories.

SUITED FOR PETITES - FROM EVAN PICONE, one of the many
designers now featured in our new third floor PETITE SHOP! The fitted
feminine jacket, arich burgundy tweed, has velvet pocket and button
detail ($7150). The matching burgundy velvet skirt completes the
shaped silhouette with soft waist gathers ($72).
Plan to stop by our PETITE SHOP and see the EVAN PICONE PETITE
collection informally modeled from 11 AM -4 PM on Saturday,
September 11.
And, on Thursday, September 16, we'll feature the entire EVAN
PICONE FALL ‘82 COLLECTION at our Working Women's Lunch.
Tickets are $2.00 and include luncheon and a fashion show from 12
noon to 1PM. Reservations please! 643-9000, ext. 221.
The PETITE SHOP, third floor, Troy, where we are all the things you
are!

Somerset Mall, Big Beaver at Coolidge, Troy « Fairlane Town Center, Dearborn

SAVE 20-25% on Pennsylvania House, Conover, Pearson,
Vanguard, Statton, Temple-Stuart, American Drew, Stearns
& Foster and many others. Special orders included.

SAVE even more on selected FLOOR SAMPLES. Sale ends
Qctober 2.
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