On September 1, 1939, the Ger-
man Army invaded Poland, and
World War II began. In a remark-
able event of commemoration, rep-
resentatives of Polish-American,
Jewish-American and Ukrainian-
American Committees and their re-
spective organizations joined to
share in solemn memory and fo
reaffirm this determination that the
agony of the past will never recur in
the future. As a participant in this
unprecedented program, I offered
the following statement:

We have come to express our uni-
ty, our common humanity, as survi-
vors, as the generation after, or as
men and women of good will who
share in this time of remembrance.
We discover our unity not by deny-
ing our differences in nationality,
heritage, or religion but rather by

ing the lessions of our shared
history and by reaffirming the fun-
damental ideas of the Jewish and
Christian religions.

1 speak as a Jew, for whom the
word “Zachor” — remember, is
holy. We remember the victims of
the Holocaust, six million men and
women of whom a million and a half
were children. -

To want to forget the Holocaust is
to adbandon the victims again to be
put to death by steel, by gas, by
poison, by fire. To remember them
is to proclaim that we still have con-
fidence in the power of human nobil-
ity, that we recognize not only the
power of evil, but the power of good.

‘THE HOLOCAUST refers to what
was more than the slaughter of six
million Jewes. It was the implemen-
tation of the “final solution,” a pro-
gram of apocalyptic dimensions de-
signed by the Nazis to apply specifi-
cally and exclusively to what they
called “The Jewish Question.” This
program was carried forward with
a fanatic zeal unequaled by any
other policy of destruction that the
Nazis executed. To our eternal sor-
row, the final solution came
frighteningly close to the comple-
tion of this goal, at least in Europe,
with the consequence that the post-
Holocaust world is a radically al-
tered place for Jews and Christians.

You, as Poles, and Ukrainians,
have your memories of that time.
The same enemy who sought to de-
stroy the Jewish people occupied
your countries, and inflicted griev-
ous wounds upon your peoples. He
did warse than that for with cunning
and deceitfulness he divided Jew
from non-Jew, Pole from Ukrainian,
German from non-German. He built
walls of separation, both real and
psychological, to separate and ulti-
mately to destroy.

Jews, Christians
join to remember
the Holocaust

moral
perspectives

Rabbi Irwin
Groner

Four decades and more have
passed since that terrible time. Ours
is the responsibility to tear down the
walls and to build bridges, to re-
member that each of us is part of a
people that has known man's in-
humanity to man, and to resolve
that no enemy will ever divide us
again.

THERE ARE TIMES, when I, as
a Jew, feel very lonely, when I won-
der whether Christians have
grasped the enormity of the tragedy
that befelt my people, Tonight, my
loneliness is overcome by the articu-
lation of memories that we share.

‘When the flames of the Holocaust
had finally diminished, the Jewish
people gave birth to a state ina land
where they could gather their exiles,
redeem the survivors and build a so-
ciety on the Biblical foundations of
morality and justice. The rebirth of
Israel was the resurrection of the
will to live of the Jewish people — it
was a living testimony to the fact
that the program of Nazi genocide
‘was defeated.

The world has forgotten that the
survival of the Jewish people in the
land of Israel is the least that can be
done in response to the unspeakable
tragedy of the Holocaust. If the poli-
cies of Isreal in defense of her citi-
zens and their right to live in securi-
ty require the use of military force,
we must remember that the Holo-
caust has altered forever Jewish
consciousness. The Jewish people
will do whatever is necessary to
build a better, safer world for their
children and for ali children.

We who have endured man’s ca-
pacity to destroy must bear witness
to his capacity to save. As men and
women of faith, we cannot dwell ex-
clusively in the past. We are not im-
prisoned to a history of sorrow,
strife and disuriity.

Let us use our shared memories
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SEMCOG ‘pedals’
bicycling programs

Last year my little girl walked to
school. Because there were no gide-
walks or paths she walked in the road.
This year whe wants to ride her blke,
but I'm reluctant to let her hecause she
will have to ride on the slde of the road.
Who can I contact to get bike paths
provided an schoal routes?

Bloomfield resldent

Contact you local governmenl. If you
run Into problems, then call BikeTrany
of Southeast Michigan Councii of Gov-
ernments (SEMCOG). This new pro-
gram was estahlished 10 enconrage lo-
cal governments to gel their citizens
pedaling. SEMCOG hapes o accain-
plish (his by “institutionatizing” bicy-
cling programs and policies.

“fly instilutionalive we mean thal bi-
cyeling programs and polleles shoudd
pe ineluded dn educalional pragrais,
Wa hape 10 giravide boea) gavernments
with the (oals nevesssry to seeniplioh
(lioga gunls” sald 'eler bagerwey,
enordinator of BEMCDN WikeTrann

program:
A wide vange of sorviess are offered
by Mike'Trans, fucluding how to deslgn

tike fanes, patha and patkinog for a
comtutmity along with suggestions on
tmplementation  of bieyellng  ordi-
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consumer mailbag

Grace Gluskin

of Concern, Inc.

nances, For more information, contact:
DikeTrans, C/0 of SEMCOG, 800 Book
Rldg., Petroil 48226,

ECO-TIP: Antumn is apple-picking
time in Michigan. Trees are hicavy with
this plump juiey fruit naw at the peak
of flavar and texture. A ride to ane of
(ke many pick-yonr-own orehards will
save you money, up (o a third less than
stare prices, and provide yon with the
apporlinity 10 enjoy an antumn auting
during ane of the mos) heantiful soa-
aond af Ihe yeut iy Miehigan, Grovers
diyesied andl Pl pinlers are con:
yenionitly Haled in "Plek Y G
Aples Quilde’  availsble free trom
Anistiean  Atitumobite  Assyeintion
branth offives,

Conannter Mailbag unswers e
onestions. Address mail to tHrave
(luskin, Concern Detroit, ine., |
Northfietd Plazo, Troy a8,

volunteers

WHEELCHAIR BASKETBALL
COACH — The Oakland County Parks
and Recreation department needs vol-
unteers to conch a wheelchair basket-
ball team for adult males. Volunteers
are need 6:30-9:30 p.m. one night per
week, Some counseling or sport expert-
ence would be helpful in this position.

CASHIER — The Detroit Science
Center needs volunteers to serve cus-
tomers In its gift shop, to price articles

and maintain stock in storage cabinets,
volunteers are needed at flexible times,
‘Tuesdays through Sundays.

PERSONAL CARE AIDES ~ The
Pontiac Nursing Center nceds volun-
teers to take residents shopping, assist-
ing with letter writing, fixing hair and
make-up, and other helpful duties.
‘Those interested should sign up for four
:Olll! per week, Monday through Fri-

ay.
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