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Patrlots ‘Popp’ North Farmington

Ken GoulNorlh Farmington's workhorse tallback,
collides with Livonla Franklin's Herb Minaro (24)

dnrlng Salurday 's prep foolball game on the Rald-
are’ field.

Mercy cagers stay perfect

Farmington Our Lady of Merey
coasted to ts seventh stralght win
Thursday as the Marllns defeated Bie-
mingham Marlan, 64-38, in the Cathollc
League opencr for both teams,

Mercy (7-0) took a 15.7 first-quarter
lead, cxtended the advantage to 34-16
at the half, and outscored Marlan, 16-2
in the third quarter to take a 50-18 lead
golng into the final period.

e played some exceptional de-
lensc for three quaru:m,' Mercy coach
Larry Baker sald, “The’'game plan was
to play a pressure defense, and 1 was
delighted with the way we played and
took them out of thelr offense.

Sarah Basford, who scored 24 polnts®
for Merey In the first three quarters,
finished with 25. She was seven-for-sev-
cn at the free-throw line, Carolyn Burt
added 15 points.

erinn 's high-scoring Kelly Freehan
led the Mustangs with seven palnts.

“Mary Risowski was on Freehan and'
she stopped her pretty well,” Baker

sald, *Kelly Is one of the {Inest guards

In Oakland County, and Mary just
played tremendous defense against
her.” )

Judge

By Tom Henderson
stat writer

Mercy s at Royal Oak Shrine Tues-
day while Marian travels to Redford
Blshop Borgess,

FARMINGTON HARRISON needed
a 28-palnt performance by Sue Fergu-
son (o beat Plymouth Canton Thursday
night, as the Hawks dumped the Chicfs,
52-43,

Ferguson, who has scored B0 polnts
in mc lu! four games, also pulled down
14 rel

Allce Shod added 12 points in o win- i

nlng ctfort, and dished off 10 assists.

The win, Harrison's fourth in a row,
improves the Hawks' overall record to
6-2, and league mark to 4-2.

Harrisox took an 15-10 lead after the
{lrst clght minutes, and did not trall at
the end of any quarter. The Hawks iced
the win with a 14-7 advantage In the
third quarter.

Tuesday, Harrison will try to make it
{lve stralght at Nortbville.

NORTH FARMINGTON hud its
four-game winning streak snapped
‘Thursday as leunln Franklin defeated
the Ralders, 45:31.

Mester

It was the lhlrd setback in recent
duyl for of the MHSAA. Ken

Oakland County Clreuit Court Jndge
Fred Mester ruled Friduy agalnst a
,Troy city councllman who waa sulng
the Michigan High School Athletic As-
soclation,

The suit, inititated by Councllman
Peter Taucher on behalf of his son
Cralg ard Leif Sell, both students at
Detrolt Country ny claimed that the
MHSAA's control of prep athleties In
the state was unconstitutional and ille-

al.
Taucher had claimed that the
could anggest rules but should
not be able to enforce rules regarding
the number of games teams can play,
bow far they can travel to games and
1he teams’ use of transfer students.
Mester spurned thoso grguments at
the end of the prelimlnary huﬁng and

nanted the MHSAA's request to
the case ch its merits wiuwut
noed of a full trial.

‘
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Morris, a Livonia attorney who was ar-
guing on behalf of his son's rights to
play golf Immrcdiately for Livonia after
transferring from Detrolt Catholic
Centrel, hkad his case dismissed in
Wayne County, and a sult on behalt of
Frank Catalino of Southfleld Christian
was dismissed Thursday by Oakland
County Circult: Court Judge George
LaPlata. ',

MHSAA RULES. prohibit a student
from playlng sports for one semester
after hia or her transfer from one
schoot to another, The rule was de-
signed to prohibit parochial schools
:l;m rnld.lnz the star athlctes of public

lmnlully the sulta were brought
about by students leaving Cathollc
schools for publle schoals, Taucher had
n joined his sult by "Stacey
Lomerson and Tony Brattaln, both of
whom had left Waterford Our Lady of

S

The Patriots tralled, 9-7 at the end of
the flrst quarter, but outscored the
Raiders, 13-8 In the second cight min-
utes to take a 20-17 lead at the half,
Franklln scored 25 points to North's 14
in the second half of play.

Margle Lee led North with elght
polnts and Amy Austin tallied seven.

Allela Leckta and Carolyn Smith led
all scorers and Franklin with 14 polnts.
'nhmday, the Ralders host Dearborn

g,
In junlor varslty actlon, North Farm.
ington won its 33rd consccutlve game
with a 33-31 victory over Franklin,

FARMINGTON HIGH, winless in its
first oight games, was trounced by
Walled Lake Western Thursday, 77-22,

Linda Barbrick led Farmington with
flve points.

Western's Val Hall, a 6-foot-2 sopho-
more, led all scorers wllh 10 points,

“We were totally outclassed,” Farm-
Ington coach Bruce Brown said. "We
can't play with people llke this.”

‘Tuesday, Farmington plays at Livo-
nia Bentley,

Lnku for financial reasons and had
tranafe: to the Waterford public
school dmrlcl.

Cralg Taucher ia a hockey player,
Sell and Brattain, football players, and
Lomerson, a basketball player, N

Under a temporary restraining order
laaued two waeks ago, the studenta had
been allowed to play thelr sports.
Judga Mester quashed the restralning
order Friday, which prohibits the stu-
dents from playing pendlng appeal.

Peter Taucher promised an appeal
Friday, but wasn’t sure it it would be in
the Michigan Court of Appeals or In a
federal district court.

*THE COURT recognlzes (hat rules
(of the M!{SM) often trample the in-
tecests of indlviduals,” sald Mester,
“but the court must hold paramount the
general welfare of all students .. , It
does not lppear that the plaintiffs have
sustalned thelr case. There Is no merit
fo thelr clalm (that local school boards)
have unconstitutionally delegated thelr

By Tom Baer
staff wrlter

Livonin Franklin, led by quarterback
Rich Popp, threw North Farmington
{or another football loss, 20-0, Saturday
in a Northwest Suburban League con-
test on the Ralders’ fleld.

The atocky (S-foot-10, 193-pound)
Popp, who looks ke he might be equal-
ly at home at tatlback or fullback, come
pleted seven of 20 passes for 208 yards
and two touchdowns in leading the Pa-
triots to thelr fourth-straight victory
and their second conference win this

fall.

"Hu isn't the qulckut. but his head's
always In the game,”
coach Armand Vigna of his senjor sig-
nal caller,

On the first serics of the sccond quar-
ter, Popp gulded the Patriots on an 87-
yard, clght play drive which ended with
2 39-yard touchdown pass to wide re-
ceiver Larry Patzsch. The clock
showed 8:58 left in the half when Rich
‘Wood's point-after kick salled through
the goal posts,

On its first series of the third quar-
ter, the Popp-lo-Patzsch

interceptions Into f.hc arms of Mark
Carrier.

Nnrth blew a chance late in the flrst
quarter. After marchlag from midfield
to the Patrlot 16, the, Raiders were
called for an iilegal block and then had
their qlmm:rback sacked back on the

48,

l-‘unklln rushed for 170 yards to
North's 91, North's statistics n!lewed
Franklin with those 206 yards
and the Ralders with 72 on six comple-
tions and flve Interceptions.

Ken Goss, North's workhorse tail-
back, carrlcd the ball 22 times and
gained 74 yards, Hurst was Franklin's
leading rusher with 59 yards on elght
carries, Patzsch grabbed four passes
for 134 yards.

It was the 20th renewal of the North
Farmington-Franklla rivalry, and each
team has won 10 games.

-anklin, enjoylng its best season
slnce the 1975 Patriots won the inaugu-
ral Class A state champfonship, contine
ues its NSL season at home on Satue-
day at 2 p.m. Redford Unlon will pro-

vide the opposltion.
Nunh, which has a 1-3 overall record
and I mark, heads for

clicked agaln, this time for a 53-yard

scoring play. Pal , 8 811,

pound junlor, fould himself all alone on

the North 25 when he snagged the pass

and dashed unmolested down the side-

line for the score. Wood then made
g0od on hls second PAT try.

William Hurst, Franklin's 154-pound
Junfor fuliback, broke lose for a 27-
yard tocuhdown run with 7:19 left in
the game. Popp set up the TD with a
gutsy 12-yard completion to tight end
Mark Stebbins for a first down at the
North 38 on a fourth-down-and-one slt-
vatlon,

BOTH TEAMS muffed scoring op-
portunitics,

Franklln falled to capitallze on on a
pass Interception by lincbacker Gary
Staub on the Narth 21, On hls flrst of-
fenslve play, Popp threw one of his two

Wudand John' Glenn for a 7:30 p.m.
game on Friday.

REN KISH'S 60-yard touchdown
pass to John Miller on the very first
play of the game highlighted Farming.
ton Harrison's 19-8 victory over Walled
Lake Western in a Western Lakes Ac-
tivities Conference-Western Divislon
football showdown Friday night at
Walled Lake Central.

*It wasn't quite as easy as it may
have looked,” sald Horrison coach John
Herrington, whose Hawks are perfect
in four starts this season. “But our kids
played ‘great, One key was that we
struck early with that great pass on the
flrst play.”

The 61, 180-pound Miller, who,
scored another touchdown on a onc-
yard plunge, carrled the ball 24 times

and galned 195 yards. Just a mphn.
mare, or also handles the team's
punung And holds down a safety spot
on the defense.

Senlor Dave Blackmer, who bolds
the state high schoeol place kicking
record of 5§ yards, added the extra
palnt and made good on two long field
goals of 47 and 46 yards.

Harrison rushed for 182 yards to
Western's 189, The Hawks for
85 yards, completing four of seven
passes, Western galned 20 yards
through the air, Western quarterback
Rick Hunter scored & touchdown on a
Sﬁym’d Tun and gained 71 yards on 12

fmrrbou linebacker Jamle Shaeffer
was credlted with three solo tackles
and seven asilsts, Tim Smiglelskl
logged six solos and flve aasists, and
Miller bad five solos and five assists,

Harrison, now 2-0 in conference play,
hosts Fl_vmoulh Canton Saturday, , Oct.
9,at2 pm,

FARMINGTON, PLAYING before a
large homecoming crowd Saturday,
bullt up an 11-0 halftims lead, but
couldn't hold it against Walled Lake
Central,

The Vikings scored a third-quarter
touchdown and then added 20 fourth-
quarter polnts to win the Western
Lakes Activities Assoclation game, 26-
11, The loss was Farmington’s fourth in
2 row this season.

Farmington QB Patl Weason threw
to Jeff O'Malley for a 30-yard touch~
down play [n the sccond quarter. Wen-
zon then paxsed to Mark Green for the
two-polnt conversion. Dan Zang kicked
a 31-yard flcld goal later in the quac-

T,

Central QB Tom Menard ran six
yards for a touchdown and passed three
yards to Steve Thibert for another
score, Tim Glaster van 38 and 38 yards
for Ccntral'l other TDs.

Farmington plays next on Friday at
7:30 p.m. at Plymouth Salem.
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#1aft photoe by RANOY BORST

North quartorback Eric Engle taken a tumble aa Franklin'a Robert Stebhbins closes In for the kill.

rules in favor of MHSAA

authorlty {to the MHSAA)."

Mester repeatedly stated his finding
that athleties are & pdvllege and not a
" right and therefore not as protected by
rt.:mhlnw as they would be if they were a

Detroit Country Day was a willing
defendant in the sult, The school had
been barred by the MHSAA from send-
ing its hockey team to a tournament in
Boston. Regarding the MHSAA rules on
travel and the lmit it places on the
number of games In various sparts,
Mester sald:

“The court docs not find thelr (the
plalntiffs’) arguments persuasive.”

Regarding the clalms of Taucher and
the Ameriean Civil Liberties Unfon,
which had entercd (he case, that the

“scrve the Interests of . . . high school
sports,”

TAUCHER HAD clalmed that the

«MHSAA transfer rule was arblirary be-

cause it applied primarily to those who
phy fall sports. Slnce most tranfers
in the summer, and the probation-
perlod 19 just one semester, those
who play fall sports are burt while
those who play apring sporta are not,
‘Taucher sald,

Mester rejected that argument.
“There s no problem . . , In that It ap-
plies to all transfer students. The court
finds the association's rules nelther ar-
‘bltrary nor capriclous.”

Mester added that the phl.nhl.m
{alled to prove lm;unblc Injury, Dis

MHSAA rules with the
rights of parents, Mestar sald:
"The defendant’s rules arc not sa in-

-" trusive into the rights of the famlly

that they conatitute a violatlon ol equal
protectlon.”
The MHSAA rules, added Muler.

-t

n bardly be termed ir-
xtpnnhle ln}nry The granting of a pre-
limlnary injunction (to continue allow-
ing lhe involved students to play) would
cause greater harm to the assoclation
than :wt granting it causes the defond-
ants, .

A

Mester then granted the request of
Edmund Sikorski, the MHSAA’s attor.
ney, (o dismiss the case on its merits,
Moster could have ordered a full trial
=~ there was no aworn testimony In the
hearing, just arguments by the various
legal counse] involved — but he felt
that the MHSAA had proved its casa
without the necessity of a full trial.

“We will appeal,” sald a disappointed
Taucher after the decislon. *I don't
know if it will be in the Mlehigan Court
of Appeals or if we'll go to federal
court on the constltutional questions.”

Chuck Schmidt, the athletic director
at Country Day, was clearly disap-
polnted In the outcome, "I was optimls-
tic to some degree that there might
have been some change.”

Pending appeal, Sell, a sophomore,
will be allowed to practice with the
Country Day football team but nol play
in games, Schmidt sald, He had been
allowed to play varsity games under
terms of a restralning order graated
two weeks ago,
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