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SEMTA readies to slash service

County goods

2o on the block

By Loules Okrutsky
staff writer

1t you're beguiled by the thought
of ownlng a patrol car with 60,000
miles on It, a 1956 Caterpillar
bulldozer or a U.S. Navy-issued
portable operating table, then Jo-
seph Hylla has the auctlon for you.

Hylla, senfor buyer for Oakland
County's purchaslng department,
operates the county's twice-yearly
auction of surplus goeds and une
claimed stolen property.

‘This timo, Hylla and auctioncer
John Bell of Flint will begin taking
bids on iiems at 10 a,m. Saturday in
the Service Center of the Oakland
County complex, 1200 N. Telegraph,
Pontlac,

Alter scelng enough oddities such

. as the chassls of an anlmal control
truck and an examining table with
sticTups sold on the auction block,
Hylla says nothing surprises him.

“You kind of get a lltile insulated »
to this,” he said.

THE FIRST ltems on the block
wlll be unclaimed stolen property
held for at Jeast slx monihs by the
Oakland County Sheriffs Depart-
ment. Those tems include stereo
equipment, silverware, bowilng
balls and an assortracnt of un-
clalmed blnocculars (rom Plne
Knob's 1981 scason.

The fall auction also Ieatures a
Iew patrol cars, mostly 1880 Chev-
volet Inipalas and 1876 Pontinc Ca-
talinas,

Oncé the cars log 60,000 mlles, re+
palrs become more frequent under
the heavy use they recelve from pa-
trol offlcers.

A sign of the times in this auction
18 the inctuslon of Jounge furniture
from mental-health offlces cut from
the budget.

Other items in varylng states of
repair include offlce cquipment,

Hoover upright vacuum cleaners, &
smail Toro snowblower used Lo
clean steps and a 10-year-old Mas-
sey-Ferguson tractor.

The sale draws “everybody — -

people from varlous walks of life.

Businessmen buy the office equlp- .

ment. I've seen farmers from Bay
and Genessee counties attend,” Hyl-
la zald. )

“Some dealers attend but I'm not
certain how much they buy. They
den't particularly care for auctlons,
‘They don't buy too much,” he sald.

Occasionally an, owner will be
reunlted with a possession which
was stolen from him.

“Last spring, when we reccived
boats to auction, a gentlement sald,
‘I belleve that is my boat.’ He pro-
duced proof and clalmed the boat
and got it back, It happens fram
Ume to time,” Hylla said.

In such cases, ownershlp must be
vudf‘l.ed through the sheriffs depart.
ment.

THE SPRING auctlon, which
drew about 2,000 people and fea-
tured 450 items, carned the county a
groas of $142,000, After sale-related
costs, the county nctted $133,000,
according to Hylla.

All sales are Mnal. The county
doesn't guarantee the condltion of
any item. Buyers may come to re-
view the Items between B-10 am.
Saturday, Vehicles scheduled to be
sotd will be on dlsplay two days be-
fore the auction In {ront of the coun-
ty court bullding.

Proceeds from the sale of patrol
cars go toward purchase of new ve-
hicles, just as money carned from
the sale of surplus office items will
be used to buy new ones.

Moncy from the sale of odd ltems,
such as the portable operating table
in o cardboard box, end up In the
general fund. The counly doesn't
guarantee any of the items. All sales
are flnal.

" By Suzie Rollina Singer
staff writer

SEMTA will hold public hearings
throughout the tri-county area next
month to prepare for potentlally mas-
slve service cutbacks Jan. 1.

Gary Krause, general mansger of
.

tion Authority, said he s preparing for
the warst if SEMTA loses a $21 milllon
court case.

‘The state Court of Appeals Is expect-
ed ta rule this month whether SEMTA
is entitled to more than $21 million it
recelved from taxes on local lcense
plates and vehlele transfers during the
past lwo years,

The potential loss could mean that
suburban bus service would be cut 84
percent and bus fares would go from 90
cents to $1,

“We've got to hold public hearings in

Libertaria

Novemember and December to make
sure we have a plan,” Krause sald in a
telephone interview.

“Slnce we're not a governmental
unit, we cannot have deficits, s0 we
have to make provisions,” ho added,

“We're talklng about money that's
been tied up in escrow accounts while

P
* it's been In Utigation for two years,”

Krauss sald.

The Appeala Court ruled in January
that SEMTA was not entitled to the tax
money because it had not merged with
Detrolt’s Department of Transporta-
tlon by April 1881, as the state Legisia-
Lure required.

SEMTA APPEALED the ruling to
the state Supreme Court, which seat it
back to the Court of Appeals.

If SEMTA loses the case, the number
of largo buses running during peak pe-
riods would drop from 264 to $6. Com-
muter rall service belween Pontlac

Jacobs loses campaign suit

n
Dick Jacobs isn't giving up his fight ta
block tho use of $1.5 milllon in state
eampalign funds used by hls major par-
ty opponents, -

Jacobs lost the flrst batile last week
when Oakland County Clreult Judge
John N. O'Brien dened his request Lo
order Democratlc nominec James
Blanchard and Republican nomince
Richard Headlee to return taxpayers’

oney.

Al Michigan resldents can cheek of
a $1 contributlen on thelr state Income
tax forms (o be used by major party

during electlonr, Minor par-
ty candidates are catitled to funds if
they apply for them after securing 5
percent of the vote,

Jacobs Is opposed to the Idea of gly-
Ing any money,

and Detrolt and most small-bus service
would be eliminaled, cutting €0 percent
of the riders from ihe transportation
system. .

“We've already trimmed our ser-
vices a great deal,” Krause explained,

““We're not doing anyone in the re-
glon any good by cutting the transpor-
tation services and we're not belplng
the ecopomy by laying off more peo-
ple,” he added.

Krause s optimistic, he says, "that
SEMTA will win the case and that it
will end the fiscal year 1983 without
cutting service,

He aid SEMTA hopes to get §25 mil- .-

lon i federal operating subsidles in,

the federal fiscal year ending Sept. 30, .

1983, The Reagan administration pro-
posed $17.4 million.

SEMTA also expects to colloct $8
million in licese plate and vehlcle title
transfer fees because the Leglsla
has extended Lhe tax to Dec. 31.

m

“After the electlon (Nov, 2), the Leg-

istature will put emphasts on a compre-*

hensive transportation package.
governor is addressing it now and 3
wlll deal with both publie transporta-
tion and road maintenance,” he sald.

OU professors approve pact

The Oakland University

Board of
Trustces has I

The contract guarantces raises of ap-

2 Y
contract between the university and
the OU Chapter of the American Asso-
elation of Unlversity Professors.

Professors could get up to 7 percent
increases in the first two yearsand 2 ©
percent salary Increase In the third
year of Lhe contract.

The 5-0 vote came at the boards
Sept. 22 meeling. Approval Is con-
tingent upon ratification by the union
membership, No date has been sét for
the ratiflcation vote.

P reent In cach of the

first two years and a 5 percent increase

in the third year. Unfon members will

receive an ndditlonal 2 percent contri-

butlon to thelr zctirement plans in the
rd year.

The union could received an addl-
tional 4 percent ralse per member in
each of the first two years, and an addi-
tona) 2 percent io the third year if uni-
versity revenues rise above a set figure

A Libertarlan party spokesperson
sald the party expects to appeal
Q'Brien's declslon to (he Michigan
Court of Appeals,

In a six-page order, 0'Brien refused
to lssue an Injunctlon blocking the use
of $750,000 each for Headlee and
Blanchard,

- ENERGY.
We can’t afford

An Exciting and frapiring All New Weekend
for aingiea hosted by the single odults of
Werd Presbyterion Church In Detroit, Michigen.

( Single Point Minlstries presents a
National Singles Conference

for each of the three contract years.

Qctober 15 - 17, 1982
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PATT( OLD GOAT AT... ,//
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Use your old fur as a deposit!
it's never been worth moref / /
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AN ALLOWANCES

(khrouw Saturdny, Octobar 8)
Our 83 Coliection i3 Smashing!

B -— Jp—
GRAND OPENING
~  we have the largest sclection of
computer books, magazines, and
supplies & software around

GUTTER

5,

You are invlted to hear an expert
RICHARD A. GARDNER, M.D.

Of Columbia University and author of
Boys and Girls Book About Stepfamilies

will speak at the SOMERSET INN, TROY

« Solid goldon brass huiure
« Automatec an/oli photo-sonsor
» Polos and lamphead

DALGLEISH SELLS
'83 CADILLACS
AT
'82 DISCOUNTS

6161 Woodward, Detroit, M1 48202
875-0300

“DETROIT'S MID-TOWN DEALER"

 Completo installabon

i
Thursday, October 21st at 7:00 PM L .
$10 per person $17.50 per couple « Bring us your best deal
To reserve your place, send check to and compare. yd
THE MAPLE CLINIC, INC. « All indoor storage. Your Ve
950 E. Maple Road new Cadillac is not -
Birmingham, Michlgan 48011 stored outside in lots / P
6466659 and fields subject to the | | .
SPECIAL TO ravages of rain, sSnow, -
HOMEOWNER'S ASSOCIATIONS wind and rust.
B « No. 1 Rated Cadillac
- LIGHT YOUR service department. p
y%f@?rsfnelgfs « See and drive the new /‘ :
th the v
?‘— G:O;t.g‘;ivN '83 Peugeot. i .
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. BUY3 3 “Exercjsels a lmpo:;anrparr/o'l my I{le/— y V4
P ENTERTAINMENT PROGRAMS becaifse it y#;cs. Apd therg's only/oﬁe P e / ,
Near \T AKEél{i‘fﬁE‘tI’ﬂ%mgﬁyo% ’ way to fingout h?ﬂnuc}a regularexercise s e
| VIZ \ - 4 Don's Gutter Service rograprcan dofor yourltry it and see,, ’ /’
NN e 540-6788 « 563-4925 The Wic Tanny Bloomfield Exécutive” / pd
NN oot Hedith & Bécquet Club is.the perfect /
INSA and regiater /place L’t,wstarr. THat's whére you'll find /° e
M —mn-t fora SI00GIFT CERTIFICATE . . all ygur favorite kinds'of exercise under / /
s rawing (o be held October 16, 1982 pa 7 b
SIGNUP NOW FOR CLASSES BEG. 10718762 WHY PAY M onE oge’roof, ncludingprogressive /. /
Graphics, Disk Uliitics. ete, sistapde equjdment, an indoor , e Ve
R R R N IN THE pool,dn indod joggjrg tracky e
—— : SUBURB s" - raoq,t/f:ztbaﬂ,’aerobic dance, V4
4 A qr /
Rearing Children in a STEPFAMILY? dnd more! a

/" Health & Racquet Club”

For informatian o Groip Orcaunts call
987-3311 /,967-3045
COLONIAL LAMPLIGHTERS

Your Block Ciub Call

7 6420 Telegraph R at Maple,Rd.

. -

T0P RATED SERVICE DEPARTMENT / )

KEEP THAT GREAT GM
FEELING WITH
GENUINE GM PARTS,
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