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High School Political

Club Vetoed In C’ville

By MARIE McGEE

A cautious Clarenceville
Board of Education veted
unanimously Thursday night to
support. for the time being. the
superintendent’s veto of a pol-
itical action club in the high
school

The board also deferred any
permanent action “until such
time as a policy can be drafted
which would establish criteria
governing all ciub applica-
tions. X

Passage of the resolution,
recommended by School Supt.
David McDowell, was ap-
plauded by the several
hundred parents who jammed
the - school facilities, forcing
the meeting to be moved three
times: from the board offices,
to the, cafeteria and finally to
the auditorium to accommo-
date the crowd.

MC DOWELL'S letter to the
board pointed out that his ac-
tion concurs with that of Prin-

cipal Anthony Marra, who
vetoed the formation of the
Student Mobilization Commit-
tee (SMC) on April 1, A meet-
ing between SMC /members
and McDowell foilowed on
April 7 and resulted in this
statement by McDowell:

I support Mr. Marra's de-
nial of your group and his rea-
sons for said denial. However.
1 have chosen to deny you the
right to be affiliated with Clar-
enceville High School because
vou are a political action
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Sears Portrait Siudio
2nd Level, Livonia Mall, 7 Milc & Middlebelt
Phone 476-6000

Satisfaction Cuaranteed or Your Money Back §

Sears Portrait Studio

“ 2nd Lavel, Sears Livonia Mall Store; 7 Mile Rd. and Middiebelt

Precious Moments to Rememhpr

Don't let those happy. precious memorics slip away. Capture them
in beautiful, living color at Sears Porlzait Studio. Phone 476-6000
for an appointment now. Use vour Sears Reyolving Charge.

Duplicatuon and resioration of ane-of-a-kind memorable old phoias is
winilable at Sears Portrait Sudio

‘gmlm and as such (by your

charter) are dedicated to
promoting only ane point of
view on a rather controversial
issue (the Vietnam war). This
is contrary to the objectives of
the public sehools."

McDowell said that policies
and procedures submilted by
him to the board in January
1970 clearly state that “‘the
schools do not teach controver-
sial issues; rather, they prov-
ide opportunities for their
study. "

McDowell said that he in
*no way attempted to judge
the merits of the SMC's point
of view on the controversial
issues.”

[ based my decision purely
on what I believe to be the
proper function of the school. 1
would have rendered a similar
decision if it had heen Young
Democrats. Young Republi-
cans. John Birchers or a stu-
dent group calling for an all-
out attempt to secure a vie-
tory in Vietnam."

MeDowell said he deemed 1t
“-unwise to have any organiza-
tion in school affiliated with
groups outside the school with-
out the schools approval of the
outside party.”

1t would not be prudent for
the school administration 10
approve an outside political
action group. This is particu-
larly true if the outside group
advocates disruptive tactics to
secure its point of view!!

THE BOARD VOTE backing
up McDowell and Marra fol-
lowed an orderly 50-minute
public forum in which mem-
bers of the audience were al-
lowed five minutes to speak on
either side of the question.

In all. 21 speakers were
heard before the board recan-
vened and began its own public
deliberation on the proposed
resolution to sustain the two
administrators’ actions.

Key speakers before the
vote included David Sugar,
SMC student co-chairman; Leo
DalBo. high school math

teacher and the club's spansor;
and Ray Malone, spokesman
for a parent group opposed to
the chartering of the SMC.
After the vote, Dr. Martin

Wechsler, board president, in-

dicated that mare:of the give-
and-take meetings would be
held with students before final
guidelines are established.

He said there was a clearer
need '“to redefine the powers
of ‘thé-Student Council.”” The
Student Council had condition-
ally dpproved the SMC, a point
Sugar reminded board mem-
bers of several times during
the evening

“We're not finished talking
to you or hearing you." Dr.
Wechsler told the students.

Just before the voice vote
was taken, Dr. Samuel Prisk,
board member. commented
that it was incumbent upon
the board to arrive at a palicy
“as speedily and deliberately
as possible.”

He told both sides not to be
discouraged by the outcome of
the vote and labeled the board
meeting as “‘participatory
democragy in action.”

IN THE CLOSING
moments of the meeting. Sug-
ar.. an articulate youth who
wears his curly hair long and
full, delivered an impassioned

in behalf of the club.

P Declaring that SMC mem-

“Derdhave the greatest respect
for dermocratic principles
“learned from this book.™
Sugar then held high over his
head an “American Govern-
ment” textbook used in the
high school.

“Please, don’t shatter out
, dreams within our school,” he
pleaded.

At this point, about 30 stu-
dents. believed to be members
of the SMC. stood up and ap-
plauded

ONE OF THE SPEAKERS
during the evening was Sug-
ar's father, -who. introducing
himself to the board and the
audience. quipped: ~'I'm Maur-
ice Sugar. and my only claim
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to fame is that I'm Randy’'s
father.”

But his remarks in defense
of the student activist group
were serious. One reason he
was on their side. he said, was
that he didn't consider the
Vietnam war controversial.
t'Everyone here tonite
wants the war to end.” The
difference lies in the timing.
he said. T don’t call that con-
troversial.” he said.

He also praised the club
members’ role in the highly
successful “teach-in™ last Ue-
tober, that drew high praise
from all segments of the
community. Clarehceville stu-
dents chose a teach-in rather
to participate in the Morato-
rium marches ’

‘No other group has done
anything like it since.” said
Sugar, “and now they're being
denied acceptance.™

Later. Prisk pointed out that
the teach-in was a joint ven-
ure’ of.students. teachers and
the Board of Fducation

THE STRONGEST POINT
tagainst granting a charter to
the political action club came
in the opening remarks by
Malone, )

Malone said statements in
the Congressional Record, en-
tered by Ohio Congressman
Ashbrook, and remarks by FBI
director J. Edgar Hoover
claim the national SMC has
been communist dominated
since its inception. Hoover
linked it to the Young Socialist
Alliance.

Carl Lessen. who said his
daughter was president of the
senior class, defended the
club: “When all else fails,
bring up the Communist
Party. Anthing can be read
into the Congressional Rec-
ord.” and he labeled Hoover's
statements “as his own
(Hnover's) personal opinion.”

Greatest fear of the organi-
zation was also voiced by Ma-

lone and several others who
questioned that (part of the
SMC's local constitution that
reads:

*“This constitution can be
reviewed and revised by the
(parent} SMC at any tinse by a
majority vote of the total
membership. The revisions
must stay within the national
SMC's guidelines...”

Heavy Traffic
Through Locks

. There are 14,000 ship pas-
sages through the Sault Ste.
Marie locks during an average
eight month shipping season.
The locks raise ships 21 feet
from the level of Lake Huron
tp Lake Superior. Viewing
stands enable visitors to prac-
ttally touch the ships as they
{ick through, according to the

i¥ichigan Tourist Council.
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A New Al Smith Jumps

Into GOP Senate Race

A local political unknown
with the prominent name of Al
Smith is running for the State
Senate.

Smith, 42, will seek the Re-
publican nomination in the 14th
Distriet, which includes Far-
mington, Livonia and Plym-
outh

The incumbent senator is
Republican George Kuhn. who
is also being challenged jn the
GOP primary by \\%{_\‘ne
County Commissioner tarl
Pursell

SMITH LIVES at 21016

Westfarm Lane in Farmington
Township (with a Northville
mailing address) and works in
service engineering of the
marketing office_in the Lin-
coln-Mercury Division of
Ford.
Smith told Observer News-
papers he has many support-
ers in the area. though he lists
no activities in or affiliations
with GOP or any political
group.

The father df seven. Smith
is president of the Northwest
Hockey Club Inc.. which main-
tains five amateur teams
vice president of the Gill Ele-
mentary School PTA: a direc-
tor of the Detroit Skating
Club: and several alumni and
professianal affiliations. He

ALFRED W (AL) SMITH
in Senote Race

has lived in the area five
vears

He has a B.A. from the State
University of New York: a
BS. from the Umversity of
Buffalo: and a M.\ from the
University of Michigar. fn
addition. he has completed
work toward a PH.D. in cngi-
neering at Wayne State Uni-
versity

A self-stvled middle-of-the-
roader. Smith says his favor-
ite issue is taxes. He adve-
cates that “all tax be elimi-

nated from food products
immediately to enable large
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X Show 'n Tell ™ Spreader

% lays down a white line..
eliminates skips & misses

$19.85 Value

NEW GRASS SEED!

GREEN
GREEN™

w99

Best prices, best deals of the year! %

Save now on

TREBL

SPRING LAWN TREATMENT *
Does 3 jobs at cne time

X
1. Kilis Crabgrass

i 31999 3
3 Kills gruds. *
Plus allows same b
day secding, s Covers 5000 sq. ft.

GREEN POWER™
THE GREEN FERTILIZER

Guaranteed to give you 2
longer-lasting green lawn!
Special formula—greens fast
—feeds weeh after week

families tc .upgrade their
diets. ..

ON OTHER topics he says

Spending: Not ““spending
reform™ but “spending control
and new tax bases,” such as

itutions with “heavy cash

Other ideas: A statelol-
and a tax on X-rated
movies

“Forced school integration. .
negative. Busing school child-
ren, white or black. is a sheer
waste of taxpayers’ money,
towers educativnal standards
and causes unnecessary social
controversy.”

tery

Drugs: “A more sophisti-
cated narcatic control and
drug elimination program.’

Crime: “Law and order with
the institution of capital pun-
istment for cold-blonded mur-
der. premeditated murder. po-
lice and fremen Killers
through criminal and ciot
acts”

American goals: ~ “Not a
grand do-gond adventure. not
in making the world beautiful
and Utopian. but a cold-hlood-
ed. hard-boiled trvout o put
Americgn and world civiliza-
tion bak an it feet toward
sound moral social struc-
ture..
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Free seed with purchase.
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smonxingsie  $Q9H
covers 10,000 5q. t
SAVE $1.00

2. Laurie” Farnell
Farmington
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LAWN-BOY
POWER MOWERS
Priced to Selll

Shop Tues. and Wed.
. Wi

We Have BIRDBATHS,
FOUNTAINS,

(Interior and Exterior)

Dress up your yord, gar-
den, patio or summer sif-
ting room with one of our
becutiful fountains or
stone bird baths.

,'255." Wood
STRAWBERRY
BARRELS
$ 695

Old Fashioned Glass

CHEMIST JUGS

142

Unique, antique

RENT

. ELECTRIC
SHAMPOOER

-{Cleans Carpets

*
*
*
*
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§1 a day For Smaller Machine

WATCH ' FOR OUR NEXT BIG ATTRACTION . ..

"The STONE AGE"

COMING SOON . . . DONT MISS IT!
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Don't forget to see the Giant Faucet!
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_You'll love shopping American style 3
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1 HARDWARE & SUPPLY CO.
31245 EIGHT MILE ROAD at MERRIMAN in LIVONIA
Phone 476-6240 or 5:7-2“.5 # lots of Free Parking
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