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Student
levels

droppmg

By Cralg Plechura
stalf writor

Officlal attendance figures, compiled
by Farmington Public Schools officlals
on he fourth Friday of the school year,
show enrollment has dipped to its low-
cat level In decades despite an upward
trend among (his year's kindergar- .
teners.

‘Total enroilment drv)lpcd by 576 atu-
deats from last year's tally of 11,447
students to this fall's 10,871,

An increase of 109 students was re-
ported in this year's kindergarten class
for a total of 689 children. starting
school compared to last year's total of
£79. Demographers predicted the kin-
dergarten class of 1982-B3 would begln
revening the downward trend bocause
births in the county, state and nation
began increasing In 1976 after the rate
renched lts lowest mark In 1971, The
statistical "bubble” Is being called a
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Twenty-flve cants

baby boomlet” by experts.

Last year's kindergarten class —
now in first grade — bas fewer stu.
dents than any other grade now attend-
Ing school. 1t has 548 students this year,

* 38 [éwer than last year which waa the
lowest in two generations.

‘The largest group of students cur-
rently attending school are the twellth
gradera with 1,051 students cnrolled.
But even that figure shows a deciease
of 82 students from last year's senlor
class which totalled 1,183,

THE LOWEST year for

at the Far

In the 22 years Ed Winnickl has owned the Modern Men's Shop,
from Livonia Mnll and 12 Oaks has put a dent into

the re-

center. P

Main Street shift

By M.B. Dillon Ward
staff writor

live births in Oakland County, Mich.
and the United States was 1971, There-
fore, children born | that year are now
sixth graders.

Farmington attendance flgures show
787 sixih gradors this year or 141 atu-
denta Jess than the number of alxth
graders who attended school lnst year,
No other grade level in Farmington
Publle Schools cxperienced a bigger
drop than the sixth graders of this fall
compared to last year's sixth grade
class,

Plosse turn to Pago 18

1t may not be referred to as auch, but
Orchard Lake Road has become Farm.
ington Hilly' Main Street — and local
experts aro exp!nming the phenomenon
dlfferentl, y
Grand Ri originally the Detrolt.
Howell Plnnk Road and the ares's ma-
jor thoroughfare, is no longer the mag.
net for the masses. In growlng num-
bers, area realdents are shopplng, doing
business, eating and sceking entertain-
ment north of I-696.
“I think most of the movement is

comlag from the Deu-nll area, hot from
Farmington,” -sald Roger Walker of
Farmington Realty,

+ “Prople (thinking of moving) lock at
{ncome level:. populalicn, protective
services, police and schools. They're at-
tracted to this area and come in be-
causo of the qualily of people and thelr
incomna lavel."

John Clappison of the Farmington
Center Company attributes the devel-
opment boom in the city’s north end
Im to a population shift from Detrolt

than to the
nl land in Farmington Hills.
1 think busincsses (north of 1-696)

RANDY

Rumpus

disrupts
court

By Cralg Plechura
stalf writor

A ruckus erupted outside the cham-
bers of 47th District Court Judge Mar-
garet Schaeffcr Tuesday when an
armed robbery suspect began tussling
with pollce and shouting abscenlda.

The ncldent occurred a 7 pan.
following an order by Schaeller bind-
ing over Derrick Kingsley Walker, 25,
of Detrolt for trial In Clreuit Court on
four felony charges, Walker is In Oak-
1and County Jall, unable to post $25,000

bond on chnrgu that he commit-,
ted an April 7 holdup of a Clark gas
statlon attendnnt and polnted a gun at
Farmington Hills police officer Bert
Cook in a getaway,

“ILEFT the courtroom, went to my
chambers and heard a ' npoise,”

cent infiux of new residents in Farmington Hilla' north end, “trafflc
is down — the cconomy is down," Winnicki says,

have pulled some business (from Fnrm-
Ington) but the major growth that's tak-
en place is due mostly to residentlal de-
velopment,” he sald,

“That area has been developed be-
causa of the availabillty of vacant
apace.”’

THE CONSTRUCTION of an effi-
clent freeway system and the widening
of Orchard Lake Road huvlly contrib-

Shoppers’ eyes shift north

“1-698, 196 and I-275 gave people
easy accesy to homes, and an easy way
to get home lmm downtown, (Detrolt).
You can go In any dlrection from
Farmington Hilta — Ohlo, Detrolt,
Lansing, Ann Arbor and Flint —~ and
when l—én gets finlshed, the East slde.

“The widenlng gave Orchard Lake
mancuverability, You used to have to
walt 10 minutes to get onto the road.
Now you can get on rlgm away, It had
to help those * sald Cairns,

uted to the
mm (hnl “began In thc 1970s and
marched striaght up (Orchard Lake
Road),” sajd - Farmington Hills Clty
Clerk Floyd Cajrns.

who llvcd In the Farmington arca fn
the 1930s when the Detroit Urban Rail-
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sald. "'A member of the stafl
sald the group was actlng up outslde
and it may be a good idea to leave
quickly. We locked the doors leadlng
from the back to the front.”

A malntenance man at the court,
Charley Hill, sald he saw no punches
thrown by clther the police or the de.
fendant but observed “mostly pushing
and shoving.” The defendant was "put.
ting up a Yot of resistance,” says HIIl.

“All T've got Is a broom to defend
myselt,” says Hill, who watched the
melee from behind a counter,

When police afficers Allempted lo
lead Walker from Lhe courtr
squad car, he bit Public th:ly Olli:er
Michael Weichert, according to LL
Frank Lauholf, and dented in the door
of the car with a kick when placed In-
side, causing $190 damage.

WHILE FRIENDS and family were
milling in the hallway and shoullng,
Lavhoft sald, only Walker obstructed
police. Fnrrnlnglon Police were seck-
ing warrants Wednesday attempting to
charge Walker with malicious destrue-

* tion of police property and assault and

Experts agree to disagree
on counseling for students

By Craig Plechura
atat! wrlter

Teo many young persons waste valu-
able timae fn high school sampling a
smorgasbord of courses when they
could be laying the groundwork for a
buslness carcer, says the head of a na-
tional manegement consultant firm.

“Learn all you can about the career
or careers that interest you,” sald An-
drew Sherwood, president of the Good-
rich & Sherwood Co., a New York firm
that docs headhunting (recrulting cor-
porate officers), management tralning
and related work for companles auch
as Allled Corp., Bendlx, Mobll, Nabisco,
Pepsi-Cola and Scagram’s.

“Read up on (careers). Talk to rela-
lves or friends who are {n that particu-
lar carcer and get their advice. Then
choose the earcer you want so0 that you
can sclect courses of siudy that will
pravide you with the knowledgo you'll
need to help yw get a Job in your cho-
sen fleld,” he said.

"‘l‘ccm(erl (uhmlld) begln to plan for
thelr carcers as early aa possible upon

entering high school,” Sherwood zald.

Not everyone agrees with Sher-
wood's advice. Many educators believe
students can be harmed If channetled
too early into a specialized ficld that
might not sult them,

"] guesa I'd have to say there aren't
very many students I'm coming in con-
tact with, that young, who enter bigh
school knowing what they want to do
and can follow that right through bigh
school and college or advanced traning
or whatever's required in a given

they wished high school had belped
thcm land a job after they left.

The counselor has worked at the
school sinee 1984, and sald he notices
today’s studenta are more “job-orient.
ced” than students in the sixties.

“That's because of the cconomy, for
ono thing,” Wiiltledge safd. *“Students
started seelng how difficult it was to
get jobs, They became more Interested
In the employment outlook. They start-
ed asking wll} the job they're interested
in be avallable? There's more of a

{leld,” says Jim
at Farmington High School and coordi-
nalor of the career offlce

at the school.

- TO HELP studenta learn where thelr

intercsta and aptitudes lle and whether

jobs are avallable.In the arca of their

, Farmington High School has

a computer terminal and two micro-

flche machines providing students job
and career education information,
‘Whitledge says Lhe carcer Inf

practical app: now than back in
the sixties which represented an antl-

antl -a-lot-of-things atul-
tude.”

STUDENT Linda Harpe, a senlor at
Farmington High, sald she found the
Mickigan Occupational Informational
Services (MOIS) compnler bank helpful
both times she consuited it

In addition, she sald, she took a writ-
ten test to help define her Interests and
career The data

tlon offlee was set up partly on the ba~
s1s of the number of graduates who sald

oral quarrel

In recent years a marked change has
been poted In the shopping habits of
Farmington area residents. While
.many are dolng business at outlying
shopping centers, others are taking ad-
vantage of newer lhopplng malls along

. the Orchard Lake Road corridor, north
of tha I-698 expressway.

Meanwhlle, shopplng malls south of
the expressway are finding the golng
tough in battling the newer mercantile
centers such as Hunters Square. SUll
many persons prefer to shop in the old-
er downtown arca on Grand River and
Farmington roada.

Where do you prefer
to shop in the area?

Today's Oral Quarrel question is:

Where do yon prefer to shop, In the|
more contemporary shopplag centers;
recently bailt in the north end of Farm-|
Ingten Hills or the more traditlonat
shopping malls In the dawntown Farm-|
logton area?

To answer thla question glve us a call
at 477-5496. You have unlll noon on
Friday lo respond. Look In Monday's
Farmington Obscrver to sce how your|
neighbors {eel about this issue.

. '’ s
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Jobs that correspond to 10th-grader Kathy Kar-
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AANDY BORST/stalf photographer

School's counscling center. Sharon Penrod, a

ybalski's area of exportise and preloruncnflulh up  para-professional, (Inﬂ) helps key in the praper

on a computer

screen at Far

Work to start on
hazardous corner

By Cralp Plechura
statf writor

Work is scheduled to begln today on
improving a dangerous streteh of road-
way at Grand Rlver near the M-102 ex-

pressway in Farmington Hills,

A contract for the work has been
awarded to the Kelchris Corp. of
Farmington Hills. Donald Davidson,
owner of the campany, says hla compa-
ny will do the job for $12,000 — less
than half of the $27,000 {ee the Michi-
gan ent of Transportation set
aside for redesigning the road.

Since 1980 at least S5 drivers have
crashed into a guardrall sltuated at the
eod of an access road whlnh runs bo-

brook east to a dead-end in front of the

Migh p

what’s inside

Grand River Drive-In Theater. Glub c“_cu“ ....... 38
DRIVERS WHO are with I . 28

the arca or are Intoxicated often fall to Edllorlals v 22A

bear right on castbound Grand River Farmington Flashbac

where Lhe road curves and runs under MM Memos, . . .

the M-102 expressway.

Some drivers conilnue siralght and
plow into the gunrdrall at the dead end.
Others manage to stop before the
guardrail but turn right heading the
wrong way on two westbound lanes of
Grand Rlver In front of the drlve-in.

Plans cali {or Lhe constructlon of & 7-
Inchi-high conerete curb at the western
openlng to dlscourage drivers from

. heading stralght and installation of an

een the
lmc_l of Grand Rlver. (rom Spring- -
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Rocroation News .

LOTS OF ACTIOINI“ .
"Very h Always adveriiso Wil
lmuébm & Eccontric as 1 liko
tho rosponss to my ods.” W. Ankole
recelved “ots of aclion the frst
day" from his Observec & Eccentric
classifiad ad 10 soil hor car,
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