Oakland’s assessment

fight heads toward court

By Suzle Rollins Singer
staff writor

By mid-November Oakland County resi-
dents should kriow whether thelr property
tax pssessments will decrease 5.99 percent
for thelr December payment to bring their
assessments below 50 percent of true mar-
ket value,

“By Nov. 1 the attorney gencral's offlee
should submit ts briefs to the state Court of
Appeals,” said Herman Stephens, county
equalization manager, “and the court should
give us a declslon regarding the hike.”

THE BATTLE erupted last May when the
State Tax Commlssion reedmmended u;ut
1 o

property
creased an average of about § percent.

For some Oakland resldents, the 5.98-per.
cent increase would come on top of an aver-
age county equalized increase of about 4
pereent, pushing some valuation increase
up a lotal of 9.99 percent or more.

After the State Equallzation Board adopt-
ed the increase, the Oakland County Boord
of Cammissioners challenged the declslon in
the state Court of Appeals.

The Michigan Constilution directs that
property be assessed at 50 percent of true
market value,

The county and the state are at odds over
how resldents should be assessed. “If we
ralsed every residental property by 5.9
percent, like the state is recommending,
we'll be over and above 50 percent, and
that’s unconstitutional,” Stephens sald when
(he assessment was imposed. .

TIHE STATE wants to assess each of
Michlgan's 83 countles on a 30-month mar-
ket study of houslng sate prices. The study
covers all of 1979, all of 1980 and the first
slx months of 1981,

But because of Michigan’s slumplog econ-
omy and depressed housing market, Oak-
jand County has op Increased valua-
tlons based on state guldelines that vse el-
ther 30 months of property sales or 12
months — the two state-approved methods,

Instead, Oakland used sales In the last
three months of 1981 to determine the over-
all level of valuations. Its factor i3 6 per-
cent lower than the state in its 30-month
study.

SEVERAL CITIES refused to levy thelr
July taxes on the higher assessment level
set by the state, Stephens explained,

“Some citles lowered their millage rates
before imposing the assessment bikes, 30
they wouldn't be collecting any addltional
money from (helr residents. Others Javied it

md put the money In escrow,” Stephens

1f the county wins, the state will have to
refund the additional taxes.

*If we win, we'll let tha Court of Appeals
tell us what form the rebate will be In,"
Stephens sald,

Cars claim 20,000

deer each year,

About 10 percent of the catimated 200,000
Michtgan deer which will be killed this year
won't dle from arrows or bullets. They”Il be
hit by cars, according to Michigan Depart-
ment of Transportation (MDOT).

Michigan motorists arc now entering the
most dangerous peried of the year for deer-
car accidents. Last year, 21,242 such acel-
dents were reparted, and most occurred
during the period from October through De-
cember,

The aecidents resulted in two human
deaths, 1,159 Injurles and an estimated
$20.8 milllon In properly damage, or an av-
erage of $980 por aceldent. .

Oakland County had 190 car-deer accl-
dents with seven persons Injured. Wayne
County had 48 aceidents and 10 human inju-

es.

“That's an expensive way to get a deer,”
sald Joe Vogt, wlldlife biologist for the
Michigan Department of Natural Re-
sources,

THE ACCIDENTS also took their toll on
deer. Wildlife blologlsts say that nearly all
deer Involved in accldents with vehleles are
killed, although many llmp away from the
accldent scene to dic in the woods or flelds.

‘The highest number of deer-car accidenta
In 1981 occurred In the central portion of
the southern half of the Lower Penlnsula.
Kent County reported 898 accldents, the
most in the state, followed by €93 in Cal-
houn County.

Several factors contribute to the higher
number of accldents during late autumn,

Fall s their “rutting,” or mating season,
which reaches ita peak In November and
produces increased deer activity.

Deer also tend to congregate In “yards,”
or low places with dense vegetation, once
Iood supplles become sparse and Lhe weath-
er colder, Many major highwaya cress di-
rectly through deer yards,

Huntlng also contributes to increased
deer activity In late autuma,

ALTHOUGH THE decr population is
down this year from last, there are atill
about 1.4 million of them out there. To
avold a tragle -cclden: with a deer, the

Dep of Transp of-
fers these tipa to drivers:

® Stay atert, and be aware that a deer
may leap out in front of your car at any
time.

@ Deer aro most active in the early
morning and evenlng hours. Be particutarly
wary at these times.

® Deer ususally travel in small groups.
1t you spot one, chances are there will be
more in the vincinlty.

® When driving In the dark, look for a
palr of bright, whitlsh eyes which appear to
be well off the ground. If you spot them,
stow down immedlately.

® Wear your seat belt and be sure your
passengers do the same. .

If you kill a deer while driving, you are
allowed to keep it, but you must contact the
nearest law enforcement office to {1l aut an
accldent report.

exercise.

“IT MAKES A DIFFERENCE

IN EVERYTHING | DO.” .

N

“Exercise makes a difference in the way !
get through my day. An excliting game

of racquetball...some laps across the poo!
or around the jogging track...a vigorous
aerobic workout or a turn on some great
J progressive resistance exercise equipment
—they all make me feel alert, refreshed
and alive. Go for that great feeling

and all your favorite kinds-of exerclse,
too, at the Vic Tanny Bloomfield
Executive Health & Racquet Club!”

R® -

Vic Tanny Bloomfield Executive
Health & Racquet Club

6420 Telegraph Rd. at Maple Rd.

8552300

'\
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MANY COORDINATED JACKETS, BIBS & BEAUTIFUL SWEATERS,
SELECTED FROM OUR ALl NEW 1983 SKIWEAR COLLECTION FOR MEN,
WOMEN & CHILDREN, ON SALE NOW, OUR SELECTION IS FABULOUS.

SKIINGS BEST! SELECTED MODELS OF CiJRRENT 1983 SKIWEAR & EQUIP~
MENT ON SALE NOW AT SAVINGS OF 10-30%. IT'S TIME TO GET READY
TO SKI NOW.TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR PRICE INCENTIVE TO BUY EARLY!

/,SAVE ON ALPINE SKIS & BOOTS
10,30%0FF NS NORDIA

SELECTED MODELS OF CURRENT ’ '83 PULSAR
!

1983 SKIS 2. BOOTS . £ 5 ™ $79
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¢ ROSSIGNOL
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RECEIVE OUR'100 |/ =2, s 3
'LET'S GO SKIING"'BONUS \S.
N\ AT NO EXTRA CHARGE ‘4/}([' SALE
&

'\l PURCHASED THiS WEEK j—— {0 ), ALL SIZES
ALPINE PACKAGE SETS "' ON SALE
FROM THE SKI SHOPS THAT ARE FAMOUS FOR LOW, LOW PRICES, EXPERT ADVICE & A

WITH ALL ALPINE 5KIS
GREAT SELECTION OF PREMIUM BRAND NAMES, MANY PACKAGE SETS ARE ON SALE
NOW DURING QUR PRE-SEASON SALE, HERE ARE A FEW EXAMPLE

gi‘lﬁ INCLUDE SKIS ¢ BINDINGS * POLES

9 s‘ﬁs 5179 5199 s229
INCLUDED ARE FAMOUS BRAND SKIS SUCH AS:
‘ROSSIGNOL-DYNASTAR-ELAN-HEAD
p l “ s RECEIVE OUR $100 “LET'S GO SKIING" BONUS AT NO EXTRA CHARGE
WITH ALL ALPINE SKIS PURCHASED THIS WEEK.

CROS COUNTRY PACKAGE SETS
w"’l SAVE s‘jop 380/0 ON TOP QUALITY ® KNEISSL

ROSSIGNOL » TRAK ® KARHU
SKILOM * KASTLE PACKAGE

’. SETS THAT INCLUDE # SKIS ¢ BOOTS * POLES * BINDINGS
£)44 <57 *75 84 *98 “109 *119 *129
= JUNIOR~ COMPLETE SET PRICES PRE-SEASON

SAY. OCT. %

WE'RE THE PLACE FOR SKIERS

I « BLOOMFIELD HILLS: 2540 WODOWARD at Square Lake 338-0803
+» BIRMINGHAM: 101 TONKSEND corner of Prerce 644-5950 ALL
« MT. CLEMENS: 1216 S. GRATION ' 7 Mile Hottn of 16 Mile 263-3620
. LIVONIA/REDFORD: 14211 TELEGRAPH at fellries by s3a-s200 STORES
. EAST DETROIT: 22301 KELLY RO between 8 ang 9 Mile 778-7020
«SUGAR LOAF: at Suat Loat Ski Area nr. Traverse City 228-6700 OPEN
« ANN ARBOR: 3336 WASHTENAW West of US. 23 973-9340
« FLINT; 4261 MILLER RD. across from Genesee Yalley 732-5560 SUNDAY

*FA INGTON HILLS: 27847 ORCHARD LAKE RD. at §2 Mile Rd. 553-8585
FARM ' 12-5 PM.

« VISA + MASTER CARD ¢« AMERICAN EXPRESS ¢ DINERS
OPEN EVENINGS 'TIL 9. SAT. 10.5:30




