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Pair’s dream

Thursday, October 21, 1882

turned sour

by police

By M.B, Dillon Ward Pollce deny these allegations, saying

staf! writer the treats the Kopps’ bual-
ness the same as all others in the city.

‘When Ted Kopp of Novi grew tired of “Wo had to beg, borrow and steal

making a lving in elcctronles In 1975, _from our relatlves to get the store, and

buylng a 7-Eleven grocery store
franchise looked Like an appealing buai-
ness proposition.

By 1977 he and his wife June had
taken over the store at 13 Mile and Or-
.chard Lake roads, and had eagerly be-
‘gun trying to make & success of thelr
‘venture,
. Now, thelr dream of ownlng thelr
"own business has turned into a night
mare and oaly the lack of an alterna-
tive source of Income is boldlog them

teen-agers.

ever since we opened wa've been living
in fear of the Farmington po-
lce,”sald Mra, Kopp.

*The police st out there (Lo nearby
parking lots) with binoculars watching
us as if we're rulning the community.

“I guess we're just nalve people
tryiog to make a living. We have four
teen-age sons and are upstanding Novi
cltizens,” she added.

The Kopps ecnumerated several
clashes with police, ranging from de-
Inyed or ignored requesta for help to
the Issuing of contested liquor viola-
tions,

Ploase turn to Pago 19

s}

Jur;a nn'd.‘red Kopp hlame problems with the police for their declsion to sell their 7-Efeven store,
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Twenty-five cents

RANDY BORST/stalf photographer

during the

[
CRAKG PIECHURA/staft photographer

Bill Corliss, a resident of Alta Lomn No. 4 subdivialon, aired his

By Cralg Plechure
staff writor

Some Farmington resldents plagued
with. frequont . hasement, [loodlng
pay from $600
20 years to solve their problem. -

A plan to alleviate the flooding In the
south end of what's called Farming-
ton's Old Town recelved unanimous
city council approval Monday evenlng.

At a publlc hearing attended by more
than 200 residents in the Farmington
High School audltorium, the council
voted to bulld a sew storm drain de-
slgned to bandle ralnwater runoff from
a 100-acre section of the city.

BUT MANY residents were dls-
pleased with the plan, noting that closo
to half of the homéowners who pay for
the drain project will be unable to use
it — yet.

Although the pipes to be Installed
will be of sufficient slze to handle the
entire district, only bouses in the low-
est section will be connected to a new
separated storm sewer.

‘That declslon was ‘made to reduce
construction costs from $1.4 millfon to
$875,000.

TWO DISTRICTS have been creat-
ed:
{A) Properties from which storm wa-

ter would flow Into the newly-cone
structed sewer system. .

_ tbe_increased .plpe alza 7
service thelr property o

{B) Propertica whoss storm water
‘would not at Lhls time flow lnto the new

sewer system.
“This dlatrict (B) would oaly pay for
necestary to

City Manager Robert Deadman told
residents during the public hearing.
District B residents will be assessed
at 30 percent for a system they could
hook (nto in the future. They will pay
an average $800 spread aver 20 years.
The cost would be $5.80 a month or an
additional $89.80 & year in clty tax.

DISTRICT A residents, on the other
hand, will pay an average $1,080
spread over 20 years. Monthly pay-
‘ments for those residents would be
$19.17 at 10-percent interest. It will
add an average $230.04 ancually to the
city tax bllL.

Asscasment in based on lot slze,
Dezdman sald. While lot sizes vary
from 5,000 square feet to 25,000 aquare
fect, the average lot 1s 12,700 square

eet.

District A residents will pay 16.5
cents per square foot. Commercial
property owners wlll be charged dou-
ble, 33 cents per square foot.

This district takes in about kalf of
the 100-acre district Including homes
on Alta Loma, Liberty, Wilmarth, Ma-
camb, most of Cass and much of Oak-
land.

THE REMAINDER includes busl-

the futore”

ness property north of Orchard, along
Grand River and most of the property
m of Shlawassee, but north of Oak-
Disietet B peoperty ommers are belog
 Eabckhéd at 30 percent o0 Eroonay they *
are contributag to the flooding of their
nelghbors to the south. These residents

also will be able to hook Into the sys- Marrine:

tem in the future.

‘While slightly more than half of the
project's cost will be flnanced by gen-
eral obligation bonds, smaller scwers
{fecding Into the main lne will be fi-
nanced by special azsessments.

SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS account

for $441,500 of Lhe project’s cost. A 42-
inch rellef sewer interceptor, costing

Residents

City attacks sewer crisis

$433,500, will be flnanced through
bonds. The Interceptor will stretch
3,235 fect costing $70 square foot
or $228,450, pald by the city at Jarge.
Seven other plpe sizes, ranglng from
12 t0736 1dhes will he pald by speclal’
assessment as weil .as 23 manholes,
which cost $1,000 each, sald Davld
r, the clty's consulting engl-

Sewer pipe and macholes will cost
an estimated $438,700, while the cost of
replaclng 10,450 square yards of road-
tway will run $261,250.

Added (o that Is the 25 percent fee
for cnglacering, administratlon and
“contingencles” which comes to an cs-
timated $175,050 for a total project
cost of $875,000,

split

over the remedies

By Cralg Plechura
stat writor

The sewer lines were drawn,

For more than two bours, 200 Farm-
ington residents facing an Increased
tax assessment battled in the auditor-
um of Farmington High School,

At lzsue is how city resldents should

pay for a new storm draln that would
ease Lhe burden on an cxisting storm
drain/sanitary sewer,

Persons whose basements fTood fre-
duently sald the relief was long over-
due. For the most part, they thought
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Hills man named AAA executive chief

- Farmington Hills resident Willlam *

M. Skillman, current board member
and a past president of the Automoblie
Ciub of Michigan, waa elected o head
the nearly 23 million-member Ameri-
can Automoblle Association Oct. 14 at
;u 80th annual meeting in New Or-
eans,

As president of the world's largest
motoriat organization, will
govern natlonal ‘and international af-
faira of 175 AAA clubs in the US. and
Canada, which sent 1,000 delegates to
the three-day meeting.

Skiliman, senlor partner {n the public
accountisg flrm of Skillman, Zlelisch
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oral quarrel

1he bull

vey
other federal officlals.
Today’s Oral Quarre! Question is:

Can local initiative
help nuclear freeze?

In recenl months seminars are pop-
ping up around the suburban area pro-
testing ding of nuclear weapons
In both the United States and the USSR..

Ou the annbl:lh::h!;n ballot 1s
a question asking ts to support &
nuclear weapons {reeza with the Soviet
Unlon and requiring state officlals to -

WHAT IMPACT DO YOU THINK
RESIDENTS DEMAND-

WILL

HAVE ON THE NATIONAL GOV-

ERNMENT? HOW ARE, YOU GOING

%xﬂm ON THE BALLOT QUES-
?

To asswer this call us at
477:5492, You have matll 1 p.m, oa Fri.
day to call Oral Quarrel. Look tn Mon-
day's Farmington Observer to so¢ how
your nelghbory thiak abot this lssse,

r{]

and Co, of Troy, has been a director of
tha Automobile Club of Michigan since
1067, He served aa president in 1975-

.

He I the fourth Auto Club dlrector to
becomo national AAA head. The othera
were the late Ralph Thomas Sr., owner
of Speaker-Hines and Thomas Inc., in

1952; the late Charles L. Wilson, found-
er of Wilson Dalry Co., In 1956, and
Wililam B, retired

deat of the Boys and Girls Club of Mct-
ropotlian Detroit and the Wiltlam R.

vice president at D'Arcy-MacManus
and Maslus Inc., in 1970,

Skillman is actlve In many communl-
ty organizatlons, serves as a vice presi.

Stabbing victim
improves; 1 -held

A towetruck driver stabbed twice in

eV Hills was llsted
in stable condition Tuesday nlght at
Botsford Hoepital.

Less. than 14 hours after the tow-
truck driver, Malcolm Hawkins, 30, of
Detrolt was stabbed, police in Rocheile,
L. arrested David Lee Titgemeyer, 22,
of Novi as a suspect in the crime.

On Tuesda; tors lssued a
iwo-count warrant charglng d'l'll-

bery and as-

Both crimes are felonies which carry a
mazimum penalty of life Lmprison-
ment upon conviction,

Sgt. Albert Havner of tha Farming-
ton Hills Pollce sald the stabblng vic-
tim is an employee of a Standard gas
siation at 10 Mils and
responded

by a customer at Greene's Hamburgers
In Farmington.

At the restaurant, the caller told
Hawkins his car had broken down near
12 Mile and Halated. -

The Lwo men got in the tow truck and
drove to the ares, Havner sald, The
passcoger told Hawkins to turn down
Schroeder St. As Lhey drove down the
side road the driver was ordered to
stop and Informed he waa belng robbed.

AFTER HANDING OVER approxi-
mately $70 [n cash from his wallet,
Hawkins was stabbed twice with a
knife In the abdomen, Havner sald, The
aguallant then ordered Hawkins to
drive him (o the public Ubrary on 12
Mlla where be pushed Hawkins out of
tha truck and drove away.

Angell which manages
North Manitou Island in Lake Mlchl-
gen, and s a director of the Detroit
Zoologlcal Soclety. He Ia a trustee of
the AAA Foundation for Trafilc Safety
and Is director emeritus of Brighton
Hospltal. he also ks a director of the
Flrst State Bank of Charlevolx.

A pataive Detrolter, Skillman at-
tended the Univeraity of Michigan and
was graduated from Wayne State Uni-
versity In 1945,

Willlamt M. Skillman
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