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books carrled by the Cakland County Library for
the Blind and Handicapped.

'RANDY BORST/staft pnalographer

Asslatant Librarian Karen White is recording a du- Sue Van Vieet, assistant librarlan, fiils a reader’s mailed request for talking books, The selections "

plicate of a Wesiern novel — one of 17,000 talking

The blind needn’t
depend on Braille

By Cralg Plschura
siaff wrlter

. When it comes to western novels,
George T. Abel reads every one he can
feast his ears on — particularly the
dnes by Louls L'Amour.

< Abel, mn B0-year-old resident of
Farmington Hills, was declared legally
blind three years ago after cataracts
and molecular deterloration of his retl-
nas Look their toll on his eyesight.

A resident of Kendallwood Aparte
ments In Farmington Hills, Abel walks
every day with speclal glasses to the
Oakland County Library for the Bilnd
and Handlcapped, located in the base-
ment of the 12 Mlle Road branch of the
Farmington Community Library,

The lbrary Is the county headquar-
ters for talking books recorded on spe-
cial casettes and records, .

More than 17,000 “talking book” U-
tles are avallable at the library for per-
sons who are blind, unable to hold a
baok or physlcally read properly. In ad-
dltton, (he library has more than 75
magazincs aviilable on floppy dlsc re-
cords; as current as one week old [n the
case of Newsweek.

A bigger booster of the program and
the staff than Abel would be hard to

find.

1 Yike to talk," Abel sald, “Yspend a
lot of time with these people and I sce
how they serve other people, I sit here

and hear phone conversations (between
the librarians and the bilnd). The U-
brarians are very cohslderate of the
people on the other end of the phone
line which ls a blg asset to people inmy
situntion.”

LEADER OF the Oakland County Li-
brary for the Bllnd and Handicapped Is
Carole Hun, assistant librarlans arc
Sue Van Vieet and Karen White. Deaf
library patrons, Inctuding some who
are deal and blind, get help from Jean
Jambas, a student assistant who works
at the lbrary when she lsn't attendlng
classes at Madonna College. -

In the past flscal year the library
sent caseite tapes of printed materlal
to 1,218 persons and matled talking-
book records to 1,231 persons.

Sight-impalred readers use free tape
ond record players provided by federal
funding admlnistered by the National
Library Service for the Blind and Phys-
ieally Handlcapped which Is part of the
Library of Congress.

The casette tapes and records won't
play on standard tape and record play-
ers. The tapes have four diffcrent
tracks to them and are recorded at &
slower speed to economlze space, The
records are recorded at 8 rpm. '

‘Still, to sccommodate whole books
many tapes are accessary. The King

wiil be mailed free of charge.
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precious stone jewelry

30% oft at Trunk Shows, Experlience o complele
frunk show of designer jewelry and save 30%.

' Join us in Fine Jeweiry, 11 to 7 pm.

. _Friday, Oct. 20 af Twelve Oaks

Saturday, Oct. 30 at Norihland gr Oakland

" Save 20% off rings
shining with diamonds
and.precious sfones

& ‘and rows of sporkling diomonds and precious
’siones...all you have 1o do Is choose. Diamends
exclusively or dlomonds wilh jewels, All set in
14K vellow gold, and ol are gorgeous.

o raws of rubles, emeralds or sapphires wilh one
sow. ol diamonds, teg. $500, sale 399.99

B. Dicmond brldge ring wilth 27 round diamonds,

P bk

e aassavemewe

reg. $700. sale 559.99

téws of dlomonds with one 1ow of Tubies, emeralds
. or sapphites, reg. $500., sale 399.99

Sale ends Oclober 30.

hudsons:

RDER BY PHONE: 24 hours o doy. 7 days G week.
In Metro Detioit, call 569-2454. Elsewhere, crdes toll-free 1-800-233-2000.




