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Baptist Manor
construction .
is launched

By Craig Plechura
slat writer

The absence of minorities in two
Farmington Hils senlor eftizen com-
plexes may cause funding problems for
directors of the nonprofit Metropoll-
tan Detrolt Baptlst Manor corporatlon,
desplte efforts to reerult minority
tenants.

<A llitle more than a month after
breaking ground on a new slic, work Is
well under way at Drake Apartments, a
102-unlt facility for low-and moderate-
Income persons age 62 and over.

- Final approval of direct loan funding
for the $3.5-milllon project came Sept.
16 from the reglonal office of the US.
Department of Houslng and Urban De-
velopment (HUD). Since that day con-
structlon crews from Liberty Construc.
tion Co. have Installed the foundation,
floors and outer walls on the flve-acre
site on Drake Road, north of Freedom.

To qualify for federal financlng —
known in burcaucratic language as the
HUD-202 Section 8 program — project

[ are required, to sot.aslde a
"‘m«; of apattments for minority”
tenants,

To try to attract minorities to settle
In the new complex — as well as Bap-
tist Manor’s original 393-unit eomp]u
on 13 Mile Road, east of Orchard Lal
Road — ads hnve been placed l:nbbc

less willing to move far from thelr old
nelghborhoods.

‘The Farmington area project only
needs to meet the needs of minoritles
already lving in the area, according to
Wendell Holmes, cqual apportunlly
speclalist in the falr houalng dlvlsion of
the Detrolt HUD office.

When most persons hear the word
“minority,” Holmes sald, they think of
blacks. However, federal criterla goes
beyond just blacks to include American
Indlans and Eskimos, Asians and “oth-
ers.

Recent census flgures for Farming-
ton Hills, for cxample, show the city
has a minority population of 4 percent,
said Holmes, with 310 blacks, 85 Amer-
ican Indians or Eskimos, 992 Aslans,
and 212 “others,”

THEREFORE, said Holmes, the 102-
unlt apartment complex on Drake
Road should be expected to house four
minority tennnts which could mean
three Asians and one black.

“We look at the (local) population,
the cconomc level of an area and come
* up-wilh & perventage, bagically, of.:
norities who should be able to move in
that area,” Holmes sald. "I there lano

tion In the application pro-
cess, wa'd assume the minorities would
comprise the same pereentage {in the
apartment complex) as the general
of the city.”

black
igan Chronlcle. Letters were unt to

If npumbers for minorities in the
1il d apariment complex

black of inner clty church:
directors of the Detrolt office of the
Ameriean Civil Liberiles Union (ACLR)
and varlous Latino organlzations, ac-
cording to Roderick J, Smith, executive
director of the nonproflt organization
ozen Baptist

fall far below what Is expected,
Holmes said, HUD officlals may mccl
with Baptist

Farming

ton, Michigan

32 Pages

 Farminaton Observer

Volume 94 Number 8

“I$8T Sebarsan Commenics s Corporation. All Lo Reverved

“* 10lo for EF, Hutton'wh

Patience counts
when Braillists
map out a project

By Craig Plechura
slalf writer

After slx yers of transeriblng print-
ed text into Braille, Fran Hoetger has

_gotten prefty good at punching out dots
read

e blind.
President of the 88-member Nardln
Park Brallle T

“YOU CAN'T cdlt the writer's book
at al),” Hoetger sald, “That's censor-
ship. 1t there’s a printing error, we put
it In, If there's swearing, we swear. If
you blush easily, you blush.”

1t dldn’t faze her, she sald, when she
bad to mnke ralsed llne drawlngz of the

group, Hoetger sald transcribers have
made Brallle texts from school text-
books, foreign language books, mathe-
maties lessony, greeting cards, reclpes,
d.lplomu. menus and dlcmry Instruc-

Vlrtuxlly anythlng that appears In

printed form — Including E?‘;l;ehlu -
cen be transformed Into Braille If
you've got time to walt, Students who
need a Brallle texibook for fall classes
usually submlit the text to the tran-
scribers by spring to make sure it'l] be
ready,
A 369-page print textbook, Hoetger
sald, transiates into 900 pages of
Braflle bound In nine volumes, with
each page 11-by-11% Inches, The job
takes a tralned transcriber 502 hours,
she said.

“Last week I finlshed a bond
10 wanted it lur
one of thelr blind cllents,” Hoclger, of
Farminp, d.

, 84]
She jokes that she's ouen asked if she

RANDY

ever tr
into Brallle, She hosnt bul some of the

Fran Hoetgor works on her Brallle transcribing at home where she  npovels she's transcribed were *preity
can concentrate and where she has all the necessary tools at hand,

racy.

B
*Be Hlmrdou.! To Your Health,”

system for a yaung
man's hlo!ogy class,

“I'm sure they're just as curious
about the process as anybody else,” she
sald matter-of-factly.

First priorlty In transcribing re-
quests, ahe sald, is textbooks needed for
classes hy blind students. Some books
are widely used throughout the country
and may already have been transeribed
by someone else,

Before a transcriber begins a Brallle
transcription of a book, they are sup-
posed to contact the American Printing
House for the Blind which keeps a cur-
rent llst of catalogued books In Braille,
When the book is completed various
groups around the country will make
copies for persons In other cities who
would like one.

‘The Farmington Hills Brallle group
gets a lot ul rc.q ests for coples of a
pamphlet-cal Wi Hotels Can

Hoetger sald. Blind readers os (ar
away as India and Hawail bave been
sent copies of that text.

THE COPIER embosses dois on
Please turn 1o Page 2

Mn
help them with u:elr outreach efforts.”
Tests could be conducted to see if
are given an equal apportu-

D a
Churches in the area.

HOWEVER, at present there are no
mincritles lving in the Detrolt Baptist
Manor and no minorities have submit-
ted applleations for residency In the
new Drake Apartments, according to
Smith,

"It's ‘amazing to us that we don't
have any,” Smith sald,

“We don't ask racc on our applica-
tions. But what often happens [s when
{minoritics) find out where we are lo-
cated they're not Interested in comlng
out this far away."

Low-income housing for famllies,
Smlth sald, might be more to

nlty to rent a unit in elther complex
with the courtesy extended to white ap-
plicants.

Directors of the housing project say
they welcome any help In

Other experts disagree
Farm chief says PBB effects minimal

By M.2, Dillon Ward
staff writer

minarities to the project and atress that
they've done everything required to
comply with federal law,

“The fact that thoy (minorities} are
not there has nothing to do with our
pollcy or our system of taking applica.
tiona because we're wide open,” says
Willlam T. Burgess, chairman of the
board of Metropolitan Detrolt Baptist
Manor, Inc,

minorlty groups, but senlor cltizens are

Ploaso turn to Pago 4

food they
with dungeroux lovels of PBB are over.
reacting, accordl:
director of the Michlgen Department of
Agriculture and l(cnnelh Van Patten,
the department’s product assurance
bureau chicf,

Michigan residents who fear that the
purchase is contaminated

ng to Dean Pridgeon,

The ofilelals visited the F

health personnel and sofl conservation.
ists.

The luncheon was the last stop in a
statewide tour by department ofliclals
intended to improve communlcation
wlith employecs.

Van Patten sald a recent study shows
It would take 548 years for “a mini-
mum problem (which would affect lv-
er welght)” to become notleeable In a
150-pound {ndividual who for one year

Hills Hollday Inn last week to address
about 70 Detroit-area meat and dalry
inspectors, plant industry and animal

meat
and mitk.

ed the study — is less content,
FORMED AS a watchdog group for
the ¢ d It has

THE PRODUCT assurance chlef ad-
mitted “not cnough Is known™ ta deter-
mine whether curvent standards are

urged the governor to re-cnact Act 77
the recently-explred law which
tightened the federal standard for PBB
levels In food from 300 to 20 parts per
billfon — g to Toxic Subx

The department and commission
agree the former state standard of 20
parts per blllion is too restrictlve — “in
lact our staff has recommended that

ded to the federal stan-

Control Commission Executlve Secres
tary Larry Holcomb,

At least 97 percent of Michigan's
population has level:hu! PBB, the flre

dnrd (o( SDD parts per billion),” Hol-
coml

Bul ualikn the department, the com-
mission Is concerned that because of

However, the state's Toxle
Control Commlssion — which conduct.

Bar owner found guilty in brawl

By M.B, Dillon Ward
stalf writer

In'the latest round in an ongolng bat-
tle between a Farmington Hills restau-
rant/bar owner and the Farmlngton
Hills police, Michacl Watzman was
found gullty of disturbing the pcace
and interfercnce with a pelice officer
‘Tuesday in 47th District Court.

Watzman owns Be My Guest restau.
rant on 9 Mile ncar Middlebelt.

Sentencing was suspeaded by Judge
Michae! Hand pendlng a presentence
{nvestigation by the court's probation
department,

The case, and events preceding it,
have so angered Watzman that he says
he Ls fillng & $2-milllon harassment suit
agalnst the Farmington Hills Pollce
Department in U.S. District Court.

Watzman's attorney, Charles Evans
of Berkley, would not comment on the
detalls of the case, but sald, “It's unbe-
llevable.

“It sounds llke fantasy, but whatever

- Watzman says s true, It's all true. I

have personal knowledge of many of

* the ncidents, all of which have been

documented and reported to the mayor
(Jack Burwell) and (Rep. Sandy)
Bmu:emn.

RANDY

Mike Watzman tells his side of the story behind a conlrontation

. wllh the police as he sits In a booth at his

Hills Police Officer
Nnm.'y Schnelder — who arrested
In the incldent last summer

that led to last week’s trial — refused

to dlscuss the case.

She needed the permission of Pollce
Chief John Nichols before commenting,
she sald,

According to Watzman, 60, he was
outside his apartment buflding talking
to his friend, 29-year-old Kathy Rowe
of Hartland, In his parked car, when
Schnelder and another police officer si-
multancously puiled Into hls driveway
{rom opposite divections,

"I was out with my attorney, Charles
Evans, In Greektown that night,” sald
Watzman. “I dropped him off in Berk-
ley and then stopped &t my bar because
my daughter had elosed for mo that
night.

“'So 1 arrived at my apartment com-
plex about 4:15a.m.”

Watzman sald Schnelder'sald she and
a Iellow officer were responding to,

was mixed with dairy feed In 1974,
Mlstaken for a food addltive, PBB pol-
soned thousands of cattle, sheep, plgs
and chickens as wetl as soll.

“People don't realize haw small a
part per billion is, or how many thou-
m::’ds of tests we've done,” Van Patten
sald.

“One part per bllllon is cqual to only
one Inch cvery 16,000 miles. The toler-
ance for milk ks 150 parts per billlon,
Hie've got it down to twa parts per bil-

on.

“If theee I3 concern, it should be
among farm familles. They'd be the
ones to be concerned. Most people In
Michigan have low levels (of PBB). I'm
sure I do.”

—————————

the law's 1llegal amounts of
PBB could be reintroduced Into the
food chaln,

“The state has lost powers it had un-
der Act 77 to indemnify farmers. It can
quarantine a cow if lts PBB level ex-
ceeds federal standards, but it can't
pay the farmer for the cow and destroy
1t," Holcomb sald.

‘The commission monltors farms
whose s0il contains PBB, he added.

“Sure we continue lo keep track of
those farms, but if livestock were reln-
troduced to any one of those farms, ex-
cessive quantities of PBB could re-en-
ter the food supply.

VAN PATTEN disagrees.
Pianso lurn to Pago 4.

what’s inside

ancnymous call from somcone
who 1 was the
peace.

"’l’hn other offlcer stuck a Mashlight
1n my friend's face and asked her why
she was crying.”

As Rowe answered thot she wasn't
crylng, Watrman sald he reallzed
“something was flshy” and went In to
call his attorney,

“He (Evans) told me that unless they .

{the poliee) had a warrant, they had no
right to ba on my property,” he said.
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QREAT RESPONSE!
C. Tharp placed an Observor &
Eccoatric Nmpnpol classifed ad
to sharo Iving quariors. "Naver
had such overwhalming response
(o an ad. Still recolving calls this
momingt"”
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