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Montessori Center of Farmington

e

Where education starts for 1 8-month-old toddlers

By Loralns McClish
staftwritar |

Renee Bean switched off the lights
for a second or £0 in a room scattered
with tots, and a dozen youngsters tod-
dled thelr way onto a rug for a session
of singing “Old MacDonald.”

"We're not baby sitting here,” said
Bean, who i3 owner, adminlstrator and
sometlmes teacher In the Montessori
Center of Farmington Hills.

“This i3 a classroom. There are no
mothers here or mother’s helpers.”

‘The classroom for the 18-months to
2%-year-old set got under way less
than a year ago and is the newest addls

tlon to the Montessorl classes held at
29001 13 Mile.

Speaking slowly and softly — or
sometlmes not at all — Is one of the
teaching methods used by the school's
staff whose alm is to help the child dis-
co‘vcr and understand things for him-
sell.

“We have two children here who
don't speak English at all, and we com-
municate very well with them, Some-
times we don’t need words. The chil-
dren learn from thelr peers, The adults
are here to gulde them and introduce
new materials to broaden thekr capaci-
ty for learning,” Bean said.

Pulting together a small puzzle with dozons of miniature pieces will
strengthen the fingers of Rence Bean's student Shelly Danner in
the class for 18-months to 2%-year-olda.

Learning traftic signs is the les-
son for ibe day given by teach-
er Annie Mampilly. On her right
is Jeftery Alexander. On her lett
are Bonecia Cousin and Prathi-
ma Yeddanapudi. Mampilly
says she seldom wears her sarl
for street wear, but wears one
to class because the children
llke to sec her in her nallve
dress. She encourages her
charges, and thelr parents, to
talk about thelr ethnic cultures.
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Dinghy Sharp
A master in communicating with learning disabled

By Carmina Brooks
spaclal weltor

Dinghy Sharp will do almost any-
thing to get yaur attention,

Lecturing to an assembly of parents
and teachers of chitdren with learning

last week in she
behaved oddly on purpose.

She yelted, whispered, pranced,
danced, stomped, whistied, snapped her
fingers, gestured wildly, changed pace
abruptly and mouthed words silently in
the middle of a shouted sentence.

ANl this was so that her audience
would “see” her talk in order to fully
understand her.

Sharp, whose first name is pro-
nouned like the boat “dinghy,” is a resl-
dent of Union Lake and a consultant to
the Farmingten Publie Schoal system.

A trlm, gray-haired woman with a
warm smile, Sharp admilis she's hyper.
That goes with belng born with a se-
rcre learning handicap called Dyslex-

a.
But she i3 a master, both in formal
and in with

Elementary schools. She's a teacher’s
teacher. She conducts workshops for
pareats, has 167 tutorial service volun-
teers, and she works with the Michigan
Assoclation for Chlldren and Adults
with Learning {MACLD) to

MOST OF THE learning that is done

In the toddlers’ classroom comes under

Bean'a beading of “Practical Life.”

"Practlcal life is anything that fa
common to the child In his own home
but more often than not is forbidden,"
she sald. o

“Qur bables wash dlshes, pour water,
learn to walk up and down stalrs —
common things ltke that. And In six-
wecks time there sn't onc of them who
Isn't speaking better and walking
steadier.”

Carrylng water perfects coordlna-
tlon. Absorption in an actlvity (that
may be forbldden In the home)
I the span of
Followlng a regular sequence of actlon
Increases the abllity to pay attentlon to
detalls,

Good working hablts are learned as
cach task is completed: sponglng up the
spllled water, putting the puzzle ar the
block back on the shelf,

The Montessor] classroom mixes the
18-month-olds with the 2V-y 1ds,
the 2% with the 5-year-olds and the
first-graders with the third-graders.

The use of many materlals permits a
varled pace that accommodates the
many levels of abillty ln the classroom.
The younger child can take as long as
he or she wishes on ene plece of equip-

hild Is

have been educated in the Montessori
manner. Her-oldest has just begun first
grade in Kenbrook Elementary School.

“I've been teaching this for 11 years
and always knew It worked, But now
that I'm a mother with a chlld who has
adjusted so beautifully Lo a desk In pub-
Hle achool after the freedom here, I'm
cever 50 much more sure,

“Klindergarten is critical. It com-
pletes a eycle when it all flowers and
comes together,” Bean sald. “Our chil.
dren leave here reading. They are all
sclf-motivated and maybe, most im-
portantly, they are all patlent within
themselves.”

Bean owns and adminisiers the Mon-
tessorl Center of Farmington Hills as
;ﬁll as the Southficld Montessor Cen-

T,
“I thought I was done bulldlng when
1 opened the second center,” she sald.
“Then wo added the class for the tod-
dlers, Now I think we're golng to add
classrooms for the first to third grades
next year. Maybe classrooms for the
fourth to sixth grades after that. It
scems like I can't stop adding.”

Both centers offer day care from
7:30 a.m, t0 5:30 p.m.

Bean's slster, Karen Lowen, a
pathologlst for the Oak Park School
Distrlet, offers help to students with
3

ment. The <l
challenged.

THE MONTESSORI sysicm of cdu-
cation was Inltiated by Marla Montes-
sorl in Italy about 80 years ago with
the bellet that no one is educated by
another; the Individual must do It for
hmsclf, The adult’s job Is to provide
the stimutation for learning.

Bean has three children, alt of whom

- Sharps,” she says. “They were gelting

my phone calls about the kids In my

classes, and T was getting theirs about

golf leagues and attending weddings.”
MORE THAN a decade ago, Sharp

help indlviduals of all ages.
With master's degrees in pre-school
and carly childhood‘ cducation; speccg

that mentally and emotion-
ally handlcapped youngsters were get-
Ung speclalized help in school, but
many more had learning difficultics

and I an
teaching of the deaf; remedlal reading;
and learning disabilltics, she began
teachlng 34 years ago in a ope-room
schoolhouse in Albfon.

When she was a lttle girl, her par-
cnts had difflcully keeping her qulet.
She would jump up and down and
scream and was a very energetic child,
she recalls,

“Since 1 had to be by myself, my par-
ents bought me a little sallboat, I'spent
30 much time on It they called me Din-
ghy Spauldini™ The nickname stuck

not severe cnough to war-
rant special treatment.
She created a tutor training program
called the Bucket Brigade for under-
hl chlldren, jnl In their

.

Vlsltors are encouraged,

“Especlally drop-ln visiters,” Bean
said. "Mothers and their children are
welcome lo sit In on any ¢lassroom any
time class Is in sesslon, I always tell
people who ask about thls not to bother
about ecalllng for an appointment.
We're not going to do anything special
to get ready for company. Just stop In
and see what we're doing here.”

B8 wlith a hidden handl
usually have reading dlsability, she
says. “Thelr perception of the world Is
one-slded and often misleading.

*THEY OPERATE under great pres-
sure for scholastic achlevement com-
pared with others. They react with
frustratlon and are often rejected be-
cause of outrageous behavior, Their
sense of Innate worth as individuals
can be affected.

“A child may have a minimal brain
which Is a fancy way to

secompllshments, or failing in the car-
1y years of thelr schooling.

Questioned about the causes of learn-
Ing disabllities, Sharp cxplained It can
be concelyed, heredltary, coused by an
Insult at bisth, be medication or by an
early lllness, She said her own son, M-
chael, is handlcapped.

One out of flve persons has some

1or 1

and today she uses It In or
instructlon techniques for the handi-
capped.

And there was another reason for
from Florence Spaulding

those who have trouble interpreting
what they see and hear,
SHARP teaches in 12 Farmington

Sharp to Dinghy when she moved to
Farmington about 20 years ago.
“There were four other Florence

kind of pi
handicap, she said.

Sharp told parents that knowlng the
cause does not help with the remedla-
tton or the coplng. "Nor will it change
how to deal with your chlld,” she says.
*“Children can-be taught compensations
and how to cope.”

say he docsn't Interpret what he sces or
hears.” For these chlldren, she advo-
cales a “structured " llfe and cndless
patience,

“Thls child did not choose to be dif-
ferent, Parents and teachers have a re-
sponsibllity to make this child feel Im-
portant, secure and all right.”

Sharp does not retreat from critl-
clsm af her peers. *The child is not an
under-achlever; the teacher is an over-
expecter,” she says,

She calls show and tell “bring and
brag® and says the Jearnlng-disabled
chlld will hold up his offering and say:
“Here It Ls.”

*Trying to teach phonics (o thls child

be torbidden to do In his home.

Toddler Gared Bundgaard gets help from his teacher Rence Bean
In learning how to walk up and down stairs, something that he mpy

Poets celebrate new beok
publication with party

A reception and poetry reading wlll
be held from 3.6 p.m. Sunday, in Poetry
Resource Center to eelebrate the publl-
catlon of “Sub Rosa,” a cellection of
poems by three Detroit area writers,
two of them from Farmington.

“Mary Lou Docksey, Susan Sage and
Doreen Taylor are all strong, but rela-
tively known voices from the local lit-
crary scenc,” said Stephen H. Tudor,
associate edltor of Corridors, a publica-
tion of the Detroit Writers' Guild, “"Sub
Rosa s their first publication In book
form.”

Sage 13 the daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Robert E. Sage. She majered In English
at Wayne State Universlty. During her
senlor year there she won the prestl-
gious Tomphin Award for a scries of
her poems. At present she is an em-

Is golng to make him vomlt,” she de-
clares, “Words should never be flashed
in Isolation. To these klds, it's murder.”
To parents she says, *Talking is
learning by imitatlon, so we should be
the best models we can be. Don't use
baby talk or idloms, and be succinct,
Here Is a kid who It you yell ‘cut that
out,’ you had better hide the scissors,”

TO THIS KID the famlly car is the
“damn car” that won't start in the
morning and the "stupid cop” Is the one
who gave you a ticket. The kids are im-
Itating you, she warns,

Sharp relishes unorthodox teachlng
methods, if they work. *I don't require
any child to learn the alphabet,” she
says. “When does he use 112

She uses symbols of the phonle dog
and boy, And usc big black pencils, she
instructs. “The chlld may reverse b and
d, w and m. He may see inversions.”

Children who do not ke to talk, of-
ten cannot verbalize, she explalns.
They answer with “yes” or *no” and the
“because” that answers everything.

“All kids between the agesof 4 and 8
will do some stultering some of the
time,* she says, asking that adults ac-
cept this as normal.

ployee In the universlty’s Slavie De-
partment. .

Docksey Is the daughter of Mrs. Anl-
ta Dockscy. She also was an English
major at Wayne State and has pub-
lished poems in both Green's Magazine
and Corridors Magazine,

The Michlgan Poetry Resource Cen-
ter Is located at 743 Beaublen, near
Layfayette, and is supported by the
Michigan Councll for the Aris and De-
troit Council for the Arts.

There Is no charge to attend the par-
ty. Docksey, Sage and Taylor will be
readlng from thelr works and be avall-
ablc to sign coples of “Sub Rosa.”” Wine
and cheese wlll be served.

Sage has been asked to read in a se-
rles that will be sponsored by the Poet-
ry Resource Center tater thls year.

Sharp Is a supporter of Chisanbop,
and calls It super, She clalms the most
disabled can learn it. “Counting for-
ward (on fingers) Is adding, backward
1s subtractlon, and mulilpltcatlon is In
bunches,” she explains.

“IT'S AMAZING. All of a sudden the
whote scheme of the numbers system s
new to them. With Chisanbop, you'll *
never have to remember a multiplica-
tion table again as long as you llve. You
can be the smartest kid in the elass —
klng for a day,”

Sharp advises bullding on the
strengths your chlld does have. The
child with vislon or hearing problems
has other skllls. One may do poorly en
written work but Is good at verbal
spelling.

You may have a bright little kid who
Is visually impalred, and brighter than
tests show, Why? Testing i3 a visual
mechanlsm,

U there is a discrepancy between the
visual and auditory channels, and once
he sees and hears simultancously, he
understands, he's an auditory learner,

*If he has trouble telling {ime,”
Sharp adviscs, "Get him a digital
watch.”



