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Don't look now, but guess who's in
the Catholic League champlonship
game this weckend at the Pontlac
Sjlverdome? '

1t's none other (han two-time defend-
ing league champlon Blrmingham
Brother Rice. The Warrlors assured
themselves of another Utle shot by
downing prevlously undefeated Dear.
born Divine Child, 19-6, last Saturday
night at Blrmingham Seaholm High
School.

Rice will play In the championshlp
game agalnst Catholle Central at ap-
proximately 8 p.m. Sunday at the Pon-
tlae Sllverdome. Ironlcally, the Sham-
rocks defeated the Warriors, 7-0, eartl-
er this year in the 38th annua) Boys'
Bowl at Eastern Mlchigan Unlversity's
Ryncarson Stadlum,

“We know them (CC) a lot better than
we dld before, and, of course, they
know ug, %o, In that respect, it's the
same advantage,” said Fracassa, whose

Lathrup

It is for men Jike Bob Harding that
they make those antacid tablets,

Harding, the girls' basketball coach
at  Southfield-Lathrup, watched hls
charges blow a nine-point lead In the
{fourth quarter and 1oz to West Bloom-
Held, 50-48, in non-league glrls’ basket-
ball Tucsday.

*I don’t even want to think about it,”
said Latheup coach Bob Harding after
sceing West Bloomticld outscore hls

Rice, CC 1

team defcaled Divine Child in last
year's Catholle League title game.
“Bul, you don’t get another chance too |
often, and we feel very grateful for an-
other chance to play them,

“They’ll be awfully tough to beat be-
cause Lhey’'re the Central Division
champs, They have a very, very good
football team,” he sald. “They're pow-
erful, they're very well coached and
we'll just have to be at our best to beat
them.”

THE WARRIORS, after a slow start
in which they lost three of thelr first
five games, are now on a three-game
winning streak.

In itz last three games, Rlce (5-3
overall) bas outscored its opponents 56-
18, Over the flrst five games, Rice
scored 50 points and the opposltion tal-
Hed 60. ;

As Uhose statistics demonstrate, the
Warrlors have Improved substantially .
both offensively and defenslvely [n re-
cent games.
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o clash in Silverdome

Fracassa credits an Improved klck-
ing game, plus & young offenso’which
has flnally learncd to play together as
the reasons for the mid-season turna-

round. .

“*“An olfense takgs a lot longer to de-
velop — there's more skill Involved,”
sald Fracassa, “When you lose your en«
tire offcnse, and you have a new one, It
takes a llttle time. We're starting to
move the ball a lot better now than wo
dld before. y

“One of the biggest things that has
enabled us to win the last couple games
was our kicking game. I belleve the
kicking game has a lot to do with the
outeome of a football game. It's glven
us an oppertunlly to put the pressure
on the other team.

“Mike Baughman Is dolng both the
punting and kicking for us,” he sald.
“But, I'm taiking about all the phases
of the kicking game ' llke the cover-
age on the punts and the punt returns.”

AGAINST DIVINE Chlld, which de-
feated Rlce 13-6 in the season’s (hird

game, tho Warrior rushing attack was
led by Mel Farr, Jr. who scored twice
on four-yard runs. Sealor Matt Chlodo
scored Rlce's other touchdown on a
four-yard run. , . '
Rice had a 6-0 halftime lead and in-
creased the margin to 19-0 with two
fourth-quarter scores, The Falcons ru-
Ined the shutéut when Chlp Bowman
tossed a 24-yard pass to Todd Sisler,

Rlce had 189 total yards — 134 rush-
Ing and 53 passing. Baughman, & senfor
quarterback, completed flve of elght
passes — the longest a 22-yarder to
Jlm Scott.

Defensively, junlor end Matt Dingens
and senlor cornerback Chris Ryan had
11 and 10 tackles, respectively, Dave
Joyee had alx tackles and set up the
second score by recovering a fumble.

*“That was probably one of the finest
victeries I've ever been a coach of be-
cause we dld beat a team that had out--
standing players,” sald Fracassa.
“When you beat someone real good the
vietory means a lot more.*

cagers fade in 4th quarter

team, 26-5, in the last quarter.

Lahser's Denlse Harkrider scored 15
polats, 14 comling in the second hall, six
in the fourth quarter, Teammale Mary
Cunnlngham netted 10.

Lathrup established a 22-14 halltime
lead and scemed to have the Lakers on
the ropes.

“We just weren't Intense,” sald West
Bloomtield coach Mlke Greene. “We
played our worst half of the year and
things got worse in the third quarter.

OU kickers seek  appwams
place in playoffs TE)EOE.OOS'

Oakland University may have another NCAA
tournament to attend this year as the Pioncers TONS OF
make a drive toward a possible berth in the NCAA

Divlsion I soccer playolfs. ) NEW AND
USED TOOLS

Head coach Gary Parsons’ unit ralsed some cye-
brows Sunday with a 3-1 victory over the Unlversi-
ty of Missourl-St. Louls, the nation’s fourth-ranked
Divlsion Il team,

The Pionecrs, 10-2-3 thls season, looked lmpres-
slve in the win, Freshman Mark Christian sparked
OU with a second-half goal which broke a 1-1 tie.
Dandy Oskey scored five minutes later to ice the
win,

“This puts us a lot closer to an NCAA playolf
bld.” Parsons said. “People around the country wlll
have to regard us as a NCAA-caliber team now, It
will open some eyes this week.”

However, the road will not be an casy one for the
Pioncers, who are trylng to duplicate a feat the
women’s basketball team accomplished last year
— advancing o the final four before bowlng out in

' the semifinals, c .

OU, WHICH could mave up from Its No. 8 rank-
Ing, must play lts last four games on the road. The
Ploncers invade Akron University Wednesday, and
Lock Haven State Saturday.

Christian Jeads the Pioneers with 26 points (11
goals and four asslsts). Nick O'Shea has 17 polnts,
Morris Lupence has 16, and Lou Vulovich and Os-
key each have 15.

Vulovich, a graduate of Farminglon Harrison
High, recently was sclected in the second round of
draft by the Phocnlx Inferno of the Major Indoor
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“Magically, It turned around In the
fourth quarter,” «

Sandy Nlederman of Lathrup led all
scorers with 18 points, and teammate
Colleen Betts had nine. West Bloom-
ficld got a blg boost when Lathrup
slarters Dianca Brooks and Kim Ker-
sten fouled out carly In the last quar.

ter,

Ivll be Parents Night when Lathrup,
now 11-6, hosts Royal Onk Dondero on
Thursday. Wst Bloomfield travels ‘to

Waterford Mott on Thursday,

SQUTHFIELD CHRISTIAN missed
six free lhrows In overtime Tuesday
aad lost to Clawson Zion Christlan, 38-
36. The Southfleld team is 13-4,

ymond led SCS with eight

points. Clndy Sanders, Julle Dace and
Pam Burch cach had six. Klm Bom-
marito and Jill Miller combined for 26
Zion Christlan points.

Southfleld Christlan plays next on

‘Tuesday at Whitmore Lake,

By Marty Budiver
slatf writor

Andover swim coack Mike Lane
was rather qulet [n explalning his
team's success at Saturday’s Qakland
Cotnty girls’ swimming meet at tha
Ouakland University pool.

But you really can't blame him.
There's not too much more Lane can

Andover swims
to Oakland title

Mfor first place in the 1
ke with

yard backstroke ln 1:03.28. Molly
Blleden (100-fly) and Karen Barnlcoat
(100-free) logged second-place fIn-
ishes for the Oakland County champs.
Adams' Kelly Smyles, a sophomore,
set a new meet record in winning the
100-yard butterfly with a tme of
59.19. Highlander tcammata
Carr tled Seabolm’s Kristea Hommell
00-yard

say about hls P .

'Tho Barons, state class A champlon
the past two years, won the annual
county swim mect over the weekend
for the fourth stralght season.

Andover amassed 244 polnts, while
sccond-place Seaholm had 171.5 and
thied-place Groves 158, Rochester
Adnms was fourth with 184.5 polnts
and Birmingham Marian took flfth
with 131

*Everything went preity much as
cxpected,” sald Lane, whose team s
9-¢ this year and 33-f In dual meets
over the past three seasons.

Andover dominated the meet, win-
ning both relays and taking four of
the nine Individual events. Represent-
atives from olm, Marian, Groves
and Rochester won the other four
eventa (there was one tie).

MISSY PROCTOR led the Baron
charge with first-pince finishes In
both the 200- (1:55.68) and 100-yard
freestyle (53.26) events, Her 100-yard
freo swim set o now meet and pool
record.

Karen Barnleoat won the 200-yard
M for Andover [n 2:12.88, while sls-
ter Sheryl Barnicoat took the 100-

read.
out tmes of 1:31.11.

Seabolm's Jackic Moss won the
500-yard freestyle in a “Ilfetime best® |
of 5:15.04. . .

MARIAN'S CHRIS Gurzick set a
meet record of 25.14 in winning, the
§0-free. Troy’s Marcle Selner had a
25.22 In finishing second in that event.

Groves' Carolyn Kennedy won the
diving competltion with $76.85 polnts.
Scaholm’s Gretchen Hawkinson was
second (375.30) and Groves' Karen
Strelff took third (347.10). :

*1 had hoped that we would ba able
to finizh second — we were [lith last
year,” said Scaholm coach Ken Shive-
1y, whose team is undefeated in 10
dual meets, “We knew we didn't have
a chance to get first.

*We swam pretly good. It was not
some of our best outings, but It waaa
good and exclting meet, We're having
a good year — we could probably win
our league (Southeastern Michigan
Assoclatfon) if Andover wasn't in 1t

“We were elghth at the state meet
Jast year,” he sald, *We would like to
get Into the top five at this year's
meet.” .
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Soccer League.

A co-captian sweeper back, Vulovich was the
first player sclected by Phoenix In the annual draft.
‘The 6-foot-3, 185-pounder was the malnstay of the
Oakland Unlversity defense, which has allowed just
eight goals this year with nine shutouts.

“We arc very happy for Lou and he certainly has
the abllity to make an outsianding contribution. It's
an honor he descrves after the way he has played
on defense this year,” Parsons satd. “He has the
talent to become a super player in the MISL and
I'm sure Phoentx knows what kind of player they
drafted.”
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