Octogenarian Osgood still acclaimed
for brightening radio’s golden age -

By M.B. Dlllon Ward
staff writor

rAt 81, medin legend Dick Osgood has

been feeling "kind of hurt” that the
book hic published last year, “WYXIE
Wonderland ~ An Unauthorized 50-
Year Diary of WXYZ Detrolt,” has
réceived no ocal reviews,

For 36 yeara on WXYZ Osgood
played dramatle roles, reviewed mov-
les, reported news and Intervlewed the
1kes of Irving Berlln, Lucllle Ball and
Red Skeiton before retlring in 1971.
But he sald he has felt “felt very badly™
with the dearth of local reviews of his

book.

“The book has been reviewed natfon-
ally and goiten some good notlces in
publications, but not locally,” laments
the Farmington Hills resident.

His faith in the book, and probably in
himseclf, was renewed recently at the
Friends of Old-Time Radle conventlon
In-Newark, N.J.

- Nearly 400 radio buffs irom Texas to
Malne congregated for a weekend in

Opers singer
is finalist
Eastern Michigan Unlversity placed

ne finallst in the Detroit District Met-
topolltan Opera auditions held recent.

ly.

Barbara Wiltsle Youngerman, a
graduate from Farmington Hills, was
ne of six {Inallists, She also received o
ontract from the Michigan Opera The-
(re to play Cherubino in thelr January
production of “The Marriage of Fl-
garo.”
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New England to attend actlog and
sound effect workshops; meet collec-
tors; purchase memorabllla; re-enact

. scrlpts from dramas such as The Lone

Ranger, and honor thelr heros.

Osgood ranked among them, and was
awarded for contributions he made
during radio’s golden age.

“I was absolutely surprised," sald
the author, who astographed dozens of
his WYXIE. dlaries durlng the conven-

on,
“I'ye received awards before, but to
get this recognition and to scll so many

(books) to people from all over the’

country really renewed my falth”

THE LITERARY WORK penned by
the ene-time Broadway actor takes off
from the torrid ‘20s when Detroft was
dubbed the radlo hub of the nation.

It 1ands tn 1975 with WXYZ alive and
thriving, having weathered the Great
Depression (that Osgood saya shunted
him into radle), three wars and the
onstaught of rock and roll. Pages in be-
tween tell of Detroltera Stevie Wonder,
Lou Gordon, Soupy Sales, Mike Wallace
and Danny Thomas; rigged TV qulzzes;
payoln and showa llke “The Lono
Ranger" and “Challenge of the Yukon.”

An advocate of lettlng old-Ume radio
“die its peaceful death,” it thrilled Os-
good to note the age of many radlo cn-
thusiasts who attended the convention.

“Anne (Mrs. Osgood) and I noticed so
many yoiing people Lhere, It's amazing
to me how Interested they are In radlo’s
past,” he sald. .

Youngsters Osgood addressed re-
cently at Warner Middle School
shocked hlm with “thelr interest, intel-
ligence and curiosity, Their teacher re-
membered me, and some of the kids
even knew that ‘The Lone Ranger' is
alred In the middle of the alght,” he

sald.
; g" %
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During tho convention’s closing ban-
quet, participants caught a gllmpse of
Qsgood’s own youth, s he read a few
excerpta from the diary he began keep-
ing in 1918, when he was 16, .

“Friday, Feb. 24, 1926 began Os-

00d.

"On this date I made my debut In ra-
dio gt station WOR, 1440 Broadway. 1
was playing across 40th Street at the
Empire Theater ln Sldney Howard's
play ‘Salvation,’ starring Paultne Lord.

““An agent phoned me to'offer me the
radio Job. It worked out, for the broad-
cast was from 9 to 9:30 p.m., and I was
appearing only In the [lrst and last acts
of Salvation.

“So in makeup and stage clothes, I
rushed across from Lhe stage door on
40th to the studios of WOR and played
the lead In The True Story Hour, We
were pald $25 cach.

"Howard Barlow conducted the mu-
sical bridges (he later conducted the
CBS symphony), Ted Huslng was the
annotncer (later to become a
sportscaster), and Willlam Sweets d!-

rected.
"It was exclting, but what thrilled

spoke in their living room {n Lynnfield
Center, Mass.”

Ty
- “] always (hought my years in the
theater and the ‘wonderful ‘208’ were
happy until I read some of that,” Os.
good sald recently.

WRITING STILL keeps Osgood busy.
Hls newest money-making venture waa
planned 11 years ago when he began

ding 500 for

Heary Ford Museurn in Dearborn.

“When I went Lhers to volce Lhem
(the radio featurettes) on records, I got
a letter of clearance from the museum.
It was understood that they were tak.
ing the radlo rights, and I would have
the story rights for publication,”

The broadcasting fixture also has ob-
talned publishing tights Lo 2,000 infor-
mational storles broadeast In three
states during “The Factfinder” scries,
as well as war-timo eplsodes he wrote
for “The March of Victory" show.

“I'm trying to find out how to syndi-
cate them to the newspapers, or put

WXY2's D
of 81. He

ZEN M
RANDY BORST/s1afl photographee
Ick Osgood, known as & wriler, reviawor, performer and

Interviewer, s embarking on 8 new career in publishing at the age

them together for books,” ke sald, “and
1might do something with that diary,”

500 for the Henry Ford Mu-

soum in Dearborn afier ratiting in 1871 from WXYZ,
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me most was the realization that Something Osgood doesn't have to re- ! 7
Mother and Dad were hearing me as I scarch Is radio history. I MAm“I‘Af' A';:;‘:g:;“u
.
' ANNIVERSARY SALE
WHOLTIALL - RITAR
warrler “EVERYTHING FOR THE MARTIAL AADIST*
10% TO 50% OFF .
SALE DATES: MONDAY, NOV, 8 TH FO{\J SATURDAY, NOV.13
STORE HOURS FDRHSGILEEEK ONI‘.OV?O AM. TOTI0PM,
15379 FARMINGTON KARATE UNIFORMS $19.95BLACK OR WHITE 25%OFF
LIVONIA KUNG-FU UNIFORMS $17.95 50% OFF
261-5736 KUNG-FU BUTTON T-8HIRTS $5.95 30% OFF
OPEN EVENINGS
CHRISTMAS CENTURY PRO. LACE-UP PANTS $19.95 25% OFF
CARDS POWERHOUSE TRAINING SUITS $20.85 15% OFF
. . JEVERLAST 70 LB, BODY BAG WITH SWIVELING
I ‘Free Imprinting QCHAIN ATACHED $79.95 35% OFF
T AR (T Boxed Cards TUF-WEAR DOUBLE END BAGS VINYL $47.95
@ ‘5@ $10 Min. LEATHER ssz)ﬁ 20% OFF
3oy %Kf p 3 - one deslgn PLUS.., 20% ALL EVERLAST & TUF-WEAR
o D T R R, one line EQUIP, HEAD GEAR, BODY BAGS, SPEED BALLS,
BAG GLOVES, SPARRING & RING GLOVES.
McDEVITT'S gkl’..lg...zo'h OFF ALL STEEL WEIGHT SETS ON
H-‘%yggﬁ;‘x 100 L. 49.95 300 LB. 14995
= 200 LB, 99.95 400 LB, 189.85
e Mt iained KUNG.FY PANTS $9.85 ~  50% OFF
NORTHWOOD CENTER 0/
12 Milo al Woodwerd E-Z KURL BARS $19.95 SOLID STEEL ~ 25% OFF
UNIVERGAL MALL LEATHER LIFTING BELTS $18.95 25% OFF
12 Mile ¢ Doquindre
7 FARMINGTON CENTER PLUS... MUCH MUCH MORE. DONT MISS THIS
7 Mile a1 Farmington, Livonla ONCE A YEAR SAVINGS SALE.
BALE HOURS: MON.+BAT, 10:00 = 7:30
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WOMEN’S

NEWBURGH PLAZA « 5§91-9244




