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Senlors rank services
hlgher than housing

I By Cralg Plechura
" stoff writer -

More than 1,000 persons, age 85 and
“over, completed a questionnalre mailed
to them by the Sisters of Mercy secking
Information nboul community services
“needed by the a

While the dendllne for returning uze
+ questlonalre — Oct. 27 — has
Susan Nestor, director of planning at
' §t. Joseph Mercy Hospltal in Pontiae,
said responses are still welcome.

“About 5,000 persons In Farmington,

Fnrmlnglan Hills and surrounding cit- .

les and townshlps were polled to help
the sisterhood determine the most im-
\mcdlate prioritics for senlor citizens,
‘The Cathollc religlous order has made
_care for the aged its ministry,

‘THE GROUNDS of Mercy Center on
11 Milo cast of Middlebelt is the slie
for a proposed senlor care facility.

The 22-question survey asks persons
to pick services or housing as a priori-
ty. Some of the options are health care,
counsellng and educatlon, personal and
famlly services and transportation for
_the ciderly.

The survey includes a section on var-
{ous houslng units for the elderly, ask-
Ing: resldents whether they're more
likely to use a drop-in communlty cen-
ter or a senfor eltlzen apartment build-
ing. Questlons on nutrition and recre-
atlon are also posed,

. AT THIS POINT what comes
" through very clear Is that people in the
communlty are Interested In services

for the elderly,” mid Nestor. "What
kind of services we don't know yet.”

A comnlumlpmup known as lhc

nlng Assocl

Santa Monlea, Callf, bas been wor)dnz
on the project with the sisterhood and
two hospltals run by the Detrolt prove
ince — St. Joseph Mercy Hospital In
Pontlac and Mcunt Carmel Mercy Hos-
pltal in Detroit.

“We're not just talking about retire-
ment communities and housing,” Nes-

tor stressed. “Wo are concerned about
the phyalca) and personal needs; senlor
cltizens' financial situation and splritu-
al needs,”
The gquestionnalres are 2nonymous
but Nestor sald persons with speclfic
questlons can contact the organlzation
dircctly with a separate signed letter.
Conelusions based on the queslon-
naire responscs should be released by
thledu-cond week of December, Nestor
said.

Student’s forum
rates the system

By Cralig Pischura
staff wrltor

In the 1960 there was a successful
push for a relaxed dress code by mem-
bers of the student Round Table which
meets monthly with school board mem-
bers and schoo!

Farmingten High, who wanted to know
why 1t's s0 easy to get an A [n classes,

“A'S ARE easy to come by,’ she told .

the assembly at their November meet-
Ing Monday in the school board office,
“An A 1sn’t 30 speclal any more.”

High Prlncipnl James

In the 1970's a froquent tople of dis-
cusslon was a futlle attempt to per-
suade school officlals to sct aslde an
aren [n school as a zmoking lounge for
students,

In 1982 the student members of the
Round Table azk questions such as onc

Geiger sald he chose 1975 at random to
seo if Mixs Mlller’s assertion was cor-
rect. He sald he found that in 1975, 63
pereent of all Harrison students had a
grade point average of 2.5 or better
and currently 51 percent of the school's

posed by Suranne Miller, p:
the Round Table and a senlor at Nonh
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Farmington Hlllu anka ond Recreation Director Doug Gaynor is
now tho clly's Director. of Special § Borvices. ’(hn nowly formed de-

7.parks.and

youlh urvlco:. as well as other areas,

Service
chief

named

The Farmington Hills City Council
voted to establlsh a Department of Spe-
cial Services and appointed Parks and
Recreation Director Doug Gaynor as
its head at Monday's leglstatlve ses-
sion.

The move enacts Artlcle 5 of the clty
charter which deflnes the Department
af Speclal Services as responsible for
services such as *“parks, recreation, 1l-
brary, Council of the Arts, senlor citl-
zen houskng, youth services, beautiflca-
tion, ccology and public health.”

City Manager Lawrence Savage sald
the action was taken because, “For the
last year and a half, Doug has been glv.
en asslgnments on a contnulng basls
outside of parks and reereatlon func-
tlons, such as the annual and quarterly
reporis and the clty newsletter.

“Doug has many abllitles in arcas
other than parks and rec.”

Mayor Jack Burwell expressed
doubts about the plan,

““I highly commend Doug Gaynor.
He's done a great job, but I can't make
any sense of this proposal. It seems lke
we're creating a department wlthin a
department, and I'm opposed.”

Savage explalned Gaynor would con-
tinue to handle his present recreatlon
functions as an operationa) unlt within
the new department. No personnel
changes or Increased costs are antlel-
pated, be added.

The recommendation passcd 6-0

Tl AN

Book banning sweeps the ldeologlcal spectrum

_PsST, heY Kid, wawt & copy of "The sizacd ot O'L"?_

By Cralg Plechura
staff writer

Some of the books on the llat of the
banned, you'd cxpect to ralse hackles In
some quarters by thelr titles alone,

- Titles such as Charles Sllversteln and
Edmund White's “The Joy of Gay Sex,”
Adolph Hitler’s *“Mecin Kamp!" and a
book for teens by M.E. Kerr called
“Dinky Hocker Shoots Smack" come to
mind immediately.

They are on a list of more than 400
banned books compiled as part of a na-
tional campalgn sponsored by the

American Booksellers Assoclation, the

American Library Assoctation and the
Natlopal A:soclnuon of College Stores.

“I Read Banned Books" displays are
part of this campalgn, Displays at both

of the C i

‘What arouses lust in an adolescent
could encompass almost anything. A
gentle breeze on a warm day.’

— G. Roysce Smith
executive director

American Booksellers Association

tions of sexual positions — are among
the most popular titles in the library,
said the librarlan,

The library owns four copics of the
book and only one could be found for
the display — the rest were checked
out,

By stocking “The Joy of Sex” or
“The Communist Manifesto,” the li-
brary isn't endorsing everything be-
tween the covers, she sald, just making

— a gentle breeze on 8 warm day,”
Supreme Court fudges in both Georg-

ia and Colorado siruck down the lnws

after the

it to them. We'd be inclined to ask for
parental permission.”
Some books people object to moest

constitutionality.
Farmington Branch Librarian Beve
erly Dafiney Papal and Liitle Profes-

ty Library as well as a window dlsplay
at Farmington’s Little Professor book-
store are full of many so-called classles
found objectionable by various groups.

SEEMINGLY INNOCENT  books
such as “The Wizard of 02" by Frank L.
Baum were yanked on grounds that the
work lacked lterary merit and pro-
moted tho idea that children could
wlve thelr pmh!cms through trickery.

e Oz k was bricfly removed
ln)m lhe shelves af the Detrolt Public
Library In the late 19508 on those
grounds but reinstated after the public
demanded its return.

‘“The llst of banned books includes
Mark Twala’s “Adventures of Tom
Sawyer" and “Huckleberry Finn.”

“Most of this book-banning pressure
comes from the New Right,” said G.
Roysce Smith, exccutive dtr‘cctar of the

oral quarrel

“But it's not entlrely the work of the

New Right,

*‘Huekleberry Finn,' for mmple,
was banned 1o Mark Twaln High School
in because of its use of the

books

How do you feel
»about censorship?

.Mnre than 400 titles are on a list of What booko do you think are inap-
parents groups have removed proprial

* {from lhelva nr tricd to have removed.  To exprm your opinlon on the ques-

tion, call Oral Quarrel at 477-5498

The booh nnge from the Bible to “Tha from now untll 1 p.m. Friday, Nov. 12.
Joy of Gay Sex.” What, if any, gulde- Responses will be printed in Monday’s
llnu should be used to censor books?- Farmington Observer.

word ‘nigger’ and that the black in the
book, they felt, was a raclal stereo-
type ;

ALSO ON the list of books success-
{fully removed from school and public
llhnrls. or books that groups llu:mpb

remove, are Cervantes'

Qlllxole" Shirley Jackson's powcrlul
“The Lottery.”

“Recently we fought and won agalnst
two states which enacted somcthing
called minors access,” Smith sald.
“Any bookstore or newstand that al-
lows material to be sold that arouses
lust in a youngster must prevent young-
sters from galning acces to that mato-
rial. Now that would preclude the sale
of nearly every dictionary in a store
whem youngaters ara allowed,

“WHAT AROUSES lust In'an adales-
cent could encpmpass almost anything

sor awner Art Underwood
say they've never encountered commu-
nlty pressure to ban a particular book.
But both hear isolated complainis from
time to time about certaln titles.

“I've been In business 3% years, and
I'd say In that time I've reccived three
or four complalnts,” said Underwood,

“One of them was a book that no
chlld should have ever purchased. It
was a book of dirty jokes.

“THE LADY must've read it all the
way through because when 1 asked
what she found objectlonable she sald,
“Thls one, this one, this one.’ We took it
off the shelves and don't sell it any
more,"

Books for adolescents written by
Judy Blume arc subject to book-ban-
ning efforts throughout the United
States, Underwood and Papal say
they'va heard from parents about the
books.

A book tltted “Forever" includes a
mentlon of female

y —such as Alex Comfort's
“The Joy of Sex"” which glves lustra-

dlverse oplnions

“1 THINK the llbrary has conslstent-
ly been concerned about Intellectual

Ploaso turn to Page 8

Teachers fight
censorship

Censorship of teachers, along with
the lists of books they assign for read-
ing, Is more than a matter of suppress-
Ing “obscenity.” It affects the core of
the teaching process itself.

Censorshlp and its aftcrmath is the
subject of an article, “Of Mlee and
Men, A Huckleberry and Harassment,"
in the newly issucd Flrst Annual Edl-
tlon of Today's Education, the fournal
of the National

caught many {cachers off-guard,
Repression in the guise of civic corcern
can casily bafile even the most astute
educators,” writes Dorothy C. Massie,
Inquiry specialist In the 1.7-milllon.
member education organizatlon's De-
partment of Human and Civil Rights.

TEACHERS ARE quallfying as ex-
perts on suppression, because “they are
first hand the pressures

{NEA).
“The scope and intensity of recent
censorship efforta has, not surpelsingly,

Ploase turn to Page 10

said, 80 the book is kept I the m‘hl!l-
fiction section of the store, Children
are allowed to buy it only if thelr par-
ents glve them permission in person or
1n writlng.

Another Blume bock tltled “Wiley"
was taken out of the juvenlle sectlon
and put in the adult section of the I+
brary, sald Papal,

KS AREN'T coded for checkout
only by adults, Papal sald, but often o
Illl:’rnrinn wil} ask a youngster to pro-
vide parental permission in person or
in wﬂp&ng before a book wlmpzn adult
theme ia checked out.

However, she sald, the library
shouldn't be expected to police a child’s
readlng material for parents.

“The library operates [n loco
parentis,” lha 2ald, “which \'mz.-mhsi lre
expect parents to assume responsibilily
for what their child reads. This is not to
2ay that if their child comes in and re«
questa a Harold Robbins book we'd give

what’s inside
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EXCELLENT RESPONSE
R. Vango ploced an Observer &
Eccentric “Boats & Motors™ clas.
sified ad to sell a Sea King boat,
"Glad I'm able to deal with you
people. You have excellent re-
wults.” He recelved at least 50
calls from nll over.

Remember ..,

Onecall
does It alll g
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