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Spring is bustin” out all over,
at last, and with it is coming the
usual burst of student activity on
coliege campuses and in local
high schwls.

3 shor-(—/memur\ can
days when it was
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And last wegk. the question of
student political clubs in high
schools popped up again.
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THIS TIME it was at Clar-
enceville High School. which
serves "Livonia.. Farmington and
a corner of Redford. The Clar-
enceville school board voted to
support. for the time being. the
superintendent’s veto of a politi-
cal action club in the high school

Several hundred people at-
tended the board meeting. with
many statements supporting and
condemning fgrmation of the Stu-
dent Mobilization Committee at
Clarenceville High

It's clearly a hot issue and
or\e it I'm not mistaken. which
will become hotter as the months
pass

s .
Student demands for high
schonl recognition of political
clubs have already been made
and gently rejected by the school
hoard in Livonia. At Southfield:
High School. some students have
asked for the same thing—with
the same result

In most cases, high school
administrators have reasoned
that political clubs and student
involvement in political issues
are, in themselves, fine. But what
happens if political clubs are rec-
ognized and a far-out group such
as the White Panthers then de-
mands recognition?

The educators don’t want to
get trapped into an obviously dis-
criminatory  position. approving

acceptable” political clubs but
turning down the far-outers
< e x

IN MANY WAYS, this is a
reasonable position. It's particu-
larly so when voting taxpayers
are likelv to reject millage in-
creases 1if theyv feel the high
schools are spawning revolution-
aries at public expense.

Bul the students do have a
poim
f S!udmm councils and other in-
house student political activities
are generally regarded as mostly
irrelevant to issues outside the
confines of the school. In schools
which recognize them. both the
voung Republicans and Young
Democrats. together with their
teen versions. are aimost totally
inetfective. 1Indeed. neither polit-
ical party seems comfortable
with thems: 1f they shut them
down. they eould be accused of
being anti-vouth: but they don't
help the party much and cost
money and aggravation.)

So. goes the student argument.

if student councils and the YRs
and YDs don't meet our needs,
give us something that does.
Namely. slu(dPnt pollllcal clubs.

MUCH OF THE emotional
energy behind demands for stu-
dent political clubs has come
from the war in Vietnam—an is-
sue about which student councils
have very little pertinent to say.

Some school administrators
hope that when the war ends,

“such demands will peter out.

My guess is that other issues
will take Vietnam's place. Pollu-
tion. Youth power. Drugs. Per-
haps even women's liberation.
Certainly sex.

The problem is that estab-
lished msmulions in hlgh schools
—student councils and “regular”
party youth groups—are very;

Tim Richard

OBSERVATION POINT
High School Studeénts
Need Chance To Speak Up

poorly equipped to express stu-
dents’ interest in such issues.

So students demand some
other institution which does the
job. School boards and principals,
equally naturally, are worried
because entirely new institutions
are very unpredictable And hard
to handle.
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MY GUT FEELING is that
the high schools are going to have
to provide some way for students
to get involved in issues which
interest them. If they don't, there
will bera lot of pent-up feeling,
which ultimately will burst out in
a much less positive way than
merely a political club.

Students and teachers in
Plymouth High School learned
this just three weeks ago, when

writes

students had thg idea for a teach-
in on the environment. They
planned the program much along
the lines of the now-famous teach-
in at the U of M, and brought in
outside experts.

Almost everyone involved
agrees that it was a constructive
and educational program, one
which both expressed student in-
terest in a new issue and contrib-
uted to the goals of education.

If student wishes for institu-
tions through which to express
their concern about important
issues of our time are to be
brought to co-exist with the goals
of education and the sensibilities
of the voting taxpayers, all sides
could do worse than look at Plym:
outh’s innovative and construc-
tive approach. \

Test Your Political Tlio'ughts

This, if you haven't noticed, is
a political year. and one thing
you learn as you cover politics
and try to vote intelligently is.
that you can't simply *'look at the
record”” in judging a candidate.

For one thing. some candi-
dates—Lenore Romney and Zol-
ton Ferency come to mind—have
no record - because they have
never held a major elective pub-
lic office. For another, legislators
have a way of fudging the re-
cords with strange parliamentary
maneuvers, and you cant tell
their real views.

And so, over the years, I've
developed a test, in the style of
college boards and the rest, to
help you determine your own pol-
itical inclinations as well as those
of politicians you listen to and
read about. It’s called “'Left Wing

Sense And
Nonsense

A recent issue of Newsweek
magazine reported a new device
to prevent airplane hijacking. It
is a sort of electronic gizmo
which sniffs ‘out bullets and
bombs at long range. The com-
pany which makes it says the
detector can be programmed to
light up in the presence of “'trace
elements’ implanted in merchan-
dise and other items.

Given the outbreak of bomb-
ing which has struck our big ci-
ties. it might be interesting to
explore getting manufacturers of
dynamite and other explosives to
put detectable “trace elements”
into all their products.

Police. city authorities and
building security staffs dould be
provided with detectors -to sniff
out bombs before they go off.

And the public might be put a
little more at ease.
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—Right Wing," and it works like
this:

PO
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ALL THE ANSWERS are cor-
related so that far-out rlght-
wingers will tend to pick
conservatives *'b," liberals “c.'
and left-wingers d. *Try a few.

1. The nation headed by Mao
Tse-tung is:

(a) The Red China conspiracy.
(b) Communist China.
{c) Mainland China.
(d) The People’s Democratic
Republic of China.
2. White Americans:

(a) Are the leaders of civiliza-
tion.
{b) Have contributed much to
civilization.
tc) Should feel guilty.
td) Should feel sick with shame.

3. The University of Michigan
College of Literature, Science and
the Arts:
ta) Is dominated by commies.
pot-heads and spoiled brats from
Brooklyn.
(b) Is full of left-wing and im-
practical people who don't know
what it's like to meet a payroll.

) Contains more - intellectuals
than such merely technical
schools as medicine and law.

(d) Is irrelevant and oppressive

to blacks and the disadvantaged.
4. Oil companies are:

(a) Indispensable to the Ameri-

can way of life.

(b) Good sources of taxes and

charitable donations. .

(c) Getting away with murder

through tax loopholes.

td) Enemies of people, ducks and

other living things.

5. Plymouth is:

(a) The flower of Americanism
and culture.
(b) A community of fine homes.
(c) Undergoing great social
change.
«d) A fascist little Peyton Place.
6. An open housing ordinance:
(a) Is forced housing.
(b) Should be checked for strict
legality by the township attor-
ney, the attorney general, the
deansjof three law schools, and
the Supreme Court and then sub-
mitted to a vote of the péople.
(c) Is a fine gesture to the inner-
city community to show good will
and keep them from rioting.
(d) Is a farce.
7. SEMCOG (the Southeastern
Michigan Council of Govern-

* ments) is:

suburban sovereigity. .
(b) A fine way to get coopera-
tion, if everyone will cooperate.
(¢) Not as good as massive doses
ol' Iederal aid directly to the ci-

(a) An inner—cily*lol to diminish

(d) ‘A suburban plof to prevent
the inner-city community from
controlling its own destiny.

8. Poor people:
(a).Are lazy and untrustworthy.
(b) Are to be pitied, but should
be zoned out of our community.
(¢) Need massive federal aid
programs.
(d) Have been robbed by racists.
. 9. Long hair on young males
s: :
(a) A sign of soctal and moral
depravity.

Ab\ Mes»’ but one’s own busi-

: (c) An acceptable rhethod of per-

sonal social expression.
(d) Groovv. man.

10. 1 betieve in:
(a) Law-n-order.

(b) Freedom and justice under
the rule of law.

(¢1 Equal opportunity for all,
regardless of. etc.

1d} Power to the people!

i
=

!

R.T. Thompson writes

View points expressed in DISSENT
do not necessarily reflect those of

Observer Newspapers Inc., but are
presented in the belief that publica-
tion of alf segments of thought on a
public issue is a prerequisite to
understanding and progress.

By DON EDGAR
Livonia

This letter is written to set the record
straight about recreational vehicles. The
same rgcreational vehicles maligned by

Chavey in his recent Jetter as
monsters.”

My family and I have been Livonia
residents since March 1.

1958 and have

Does 50¢c Attendance
Represent Any District?

For some time, Trustee James
Boswell. of Livofifa. has com-
plained to members of the School-
craft College Board'that he should
have more than one vote.

As the elected rgpresentative
of Livonia. gehich has half of the
population in the college district.
T feel that [ should have three
votes." has been Boswell's stand.

“It is ridicutous that my dis-
trict should have only the same
‘voting power as Clarenceville,
Northville or Plymouth. [ feel
that one vote for Livonia is just
like not having any vote. The
much smaller districts can and do
vote together and Livonia re-
ceives short score.”

Boswell has made this state-
more- than once in board
m mgs and more than once he
hat wstalked out of sessions when
hisAproposals have been rejected
byfs majority vote.
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IS MOST RECENT action
came in a board meeting when he
called the makeup of the board
“illegal and unconstitutional" and
announced he would seek a court
order restraining the trustees
from acting until the board is
reapportidned on a “one man. one
vote™" basis.

That was three or four weeks
ago, afd to date nothing has been
heard of the threatened court ac-

tion

Al 6f which leads one to won-
der just how well the controver-
sial Boswell is representing Li-
vonia ;as a Schoolcraft College
trustee.

Up to six months ago. the”

writer covered practically every
session of the coilege board--dat-
ing back to the period when it
met in the old Newburgh School
in’ Livonia and had the battle of
the wasps dunng the hot summer
nights.

--So with ‘that backgrgund, . we
decided to check the dttendance
of :Boswell at meetings since he

% CHECK OF THE records
shows he has missed 50% of the

regular meetings since July 1967.

From January 1969 through

June 1969. the board held 15 meet-
ings -- Boswell attended only
seven. During the months of Oc-
tober. November and December
in 1969, he did not attend one ses-
sion.
) The Observer mentioned this in
one of its news stories and he did
put in an appearance at the Janu-
ary and February meetings.

It was at the March session this
vear that he made his four-min-
ute announcement and walked
out.

Earlier, he walked out of a
meeting after his proposal to allo-
cate a number of scholarships for
inner city students, including free
tuition, bus service and numerous
other items not available to pre-
sent holders of scholarships, was
denied by a majority vote.

Then there was a session in
mid-summer last August when
Boswell tried unsuccessfully to
stall approval of the annugl
budget. This situation was
ated r\\hen 1wo hoard member:
werej on vacation and five votes
were{required for passage.

Boswell and Dr. George Martin
voted against approval--making it
4-2-and there was a lengthy de-
bate ‘before Martin finally voted
in fﬂvor with provisions agreed
to h'v'L the other four board mem-
bers.; Boswell never did change
his vote

e oa

CONSTANT ABSENTEEISM

. could have an effect on decisions

of thg board. It takes five votes
to pass anything and six votes to
change bylaws, and a member
can't‘vole for or against if he
isn't present.

Boswell does have a point in
believing the board is malappor-
tiongd. He may have grounds for
court action to force an issue.

But the records show he hasn't
been “the representative of Li-
vonia:he claims,to be. A 50% ab-
sentee can't be considered much
of a representative for any area,-
group or district.

had three trave! trailers since 1960. Each
has been stored in our backyard. Our lat-
est trailer is about 19 feet four inches in
length. about the size of a typical unit

First. a recreational vehicle. whether
it be a travel trailer. a tent trailer. &
pickup truck camper coach or a motar
home is not a ““tin can monster.” Most
are made of aluminum with some fiber-
glass or ABS plastic. Some of these units
cost up 10 §33,000. most cost In the $3.000
1o §5.000 range.

There are very few recreational veht
cles that are 35 feet long. Most are welt
under 25 feet. While the trend is o larger
trailers. the average size will not even
approach 25 feel. much less 3 feet or
longer. Most travel trailers are between
seven and eight feet high not 10

WE LIVE in the middle of the block
and our trailer sits in front of eur garage.
more than 10 feet in back of the rear line
of our house. It is always ready for the
road Like about 90°- of the other recrea-
tional vehicle owners in Livonia. we lnad
our trailer in the back vard

The revised city ordinance-there is
ong already on the books that is more
liberal in some respects than the pro-
posed law-is a fair law. In fact. some
trailer owners object to certain portions
.especially those pertaining 1 corner
lots

I and T am sure. most other recrea-
tional vehicle owners are opposed to
parking any trailer 1n the side drive or in
front of any residence As a awner. |
musy make some penalty m space that 1
could use for some other activity i my
back yard .

So that there is no mistaking my atti-
tude. 1 tive in a house. not a shrine. I
have a backyard. nut a botanical garden.
[ fecl no responsibility. whatsoever, to
create on my property some aesthetic
masterpicce for my neighbor’s pleasure.
1 maintain my home and yard in a neat
manner.

What goes on 1 my backyard. s long
as it is legal and moral. Is my business
and not that of my neightor. Somewhere
down the line. a restrictive recreational
vehicle storage ordinance is gaing 10 be
tested on tlic property mwaer's constitu-
tional and civil nights

A RECREATIONAL VEHICLE is any-
thing but 2t can monster.” In reality
itis o magic carpet that whisks a family
into the healthful realm of the outdoors
away from the pressures of modern so- *
ciety and intruding neighbors

An 10 vears. we have traveled more
than 100,000 miles into some of the far-
thest reaches of the wilderness. We could
not have done this withoat -our trailer
The same is true for almost every fam
Wy that has a recreational vehicle

Natice, if you will. that trailerists do
not complain about nelsy swimming
pools. smelly barbecue pits and trash
burners. unlcashed dogs and undiscip
lined brats.

But. on the other hand, trailerists are
active in conservation, help pick-up litter
and alw willing to lend a helping hand
whenever needs

It has been my privilege 1o serve as
an advisor on the Keep Amerjca Beauti-
Ful national council. Why? Bcc\)usc Town
a trailer.

My family and | were asked by Mrs
Lyndon Johnson to assist her dedicate a
new park in Michigan. Why? Because 1
own a trailer.

Recreational vehicle owners are not
gvpsies. nor are they second class citi-
zens because of their hobby. They a
honest, hard working agd respectul
Why .then all this unnec commo-
tion about parking a trailer in the own-
er’s back yard?

1 would suggest, that Mr. Chavey and
others of his ilk remember where their
property ends and their neighbor’s be-
gins. The number of recreational vehicles
in Livonia will continue to grow as the
years pass. Qur city will not become a
“tin can alley.”

The proper solution is a fair recrea-
tional vehicle parking ordinance. The
city planning commission appointed by
former Mayor Moelke did an excellent
job in the current revision. Mayor-elect
McNamara, a travel owner. can do a
service to alf Livonia residents by ng
its enactment




