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The tables are turned

Jody Saronen, Farmington Hills City Councli momber, lost her job
+ nd H

for a day to

from North Far and

high. It

was all part of an‘exercise designed to give the alu.deniu an idea of
what it’s like to make the decisfons the mayor and other members

L g 3 ]
RANDY BORST/s1aH photographee

of the councl! are faced with. During the meeting Soronen played

" the part of a irate taxpayar demanding that the city put an end to

its lavish apending practices. For the story and more photos,

ploase turn to Page 3A.

32 Pages

TR TN

Woman awaits

FFarmington Observer

Twenty-ive cents
Targ i

armed robbery,
stabbing trial

A 37-year-old Detrolt woman with 34
different allascs faces trial In clrcuit
court on felony charges of armed rob-
bery and assault with intent to do great
bodily harm in connection with ihe Oct.
20 stabbing and robbery of a Farming-
ton Hills jeweler,

The defendant, Theresa Bugmett was
bound over for Lrial on both felonles
following her prellminary examination
In 47th Distriet Court before Judge Mi-
chael Hand, Hand reduced the original
charge of assault with Inient to murder
{o assault with Intent to do great bodily
barm before setting $25,000 bond.

Pollee state that In the robbery two
women cntered Imperfal Jewelers,
27863 Orchard Lake Road, and one
asked o soc a ring. As the salesperson
was quoting a price, one of the women
was observed emptylng an entire tray
of rings into her purse.

Store owner Hagop Karadollan ran
after the woman who was attempting
to escape, according te police. The
woman turned and stabbed Karadoltan

elght to 10 times with the sbarp end of
a metal tack puller, according to Det,
Sgt. Al Havner of the Farmington Hills
Police.

Because the man was wearing sever-
al Jayers of heavy clothes, Havner says,
the wounds were superficlal.

THE CHASE CONTINUED down Or-
chard Lake with Havoer and Inspector

‘Mlrl Spencer foining Karadollan [n the

pursuit of the woman

Burnett was arrested in an office
above the Roman Terrace restaurant
by pollce. Twelve rings, valued at a lo-
tal of $800 were recovered,

Records show Burnett has been ar-
rested 86 times since 1963 — mostly on
lareeny charges. She has been conviet-
ed at least 16 times, with some cascs
still pending.

Fingerprints were used to determine
tbe woman's true [dentity, accordIng to
police who say they have 34 different
aliases on file for the suspect.

Teen pleads guilty to negligent homicide charge

By M.B, Dillon Ward
siaff writer

A fuvenlle has pleaded guilty to a
charge of negligent homiclde In the
deaths of two Farmington Hilla youths
in an auto accident last April. .

Michael Martinez of West Bloom-
ficld, a senlor at North Farmington
High School, made his guilty plea last
week in Onkland County Probate Court.
Martinez will be scnlenced by Judge
John J. 0'Brien Dec. 2.

Martinez was charged in a head-on
collislon in which Lynne Elizabeth
Hamlett, 19, and Alan Edward Dlnscr,
20, were Wdlled.

Hamlett and Dinser were westbound
on 13 Mite Road at about 12:30 a.m.
April 4 when their vehlcle was struck
head-on by Martinez's car, police sald.
Hamlett was pronoun dead on ar-
rlval at Botsford General Hospltal.
Dinser dled at 3:15 that morning at

House
fire
probed

Arson is suspected In the raging
blate that destroyed a vacant house
across the street from Wiitlam Grace
Elementary Nov. 11,

“I can tell you this,” sald Fire Mar.
shal Blll Gearhart. “It was an empty
house and there was no reason for it go
up in flames, You can draw your own
concluslons from that.”

*  ‘The house is located at 21874 Whitt-
Ington, at the corner of Whittington and
Shiawasce, Farmington Hills Fire De.
partment recelved the alacm at 8:27
p.m. and arrived four minutes later,
according to Gearhart.

The firc atarted In the kitchen area,
he said, with flames shooting out from
the roof when fivefighters arrived. Slx-
teen flrefighters, two engines, 2 minl-
pumper and an ambulance responded,
along with three cars belonging to the
fire marshal and two Investigators,

- District Chief Robert Rebtoy
recclved five stitches in his hand,
Gearhart sald, after cutting himself on
a plece of glass. He was treated and
released at Botsford Hospltal,

The home was previously Listed by
BF. Chamberlaln Real Estate at an
asking price of $58,000, according to
real estate agent Val Greenburg. The
home has a bullt-in swimming pool in
its back yard but was in needof repairs.

Greenburg sald the house was listed
for “three or four montha™ and negotla.
tions were under way to put Lhe house
back on the market, The real estate
agent refused to release the name of
the homeowner and flre olficlals said

. they didn't know the pamo of the cpr-
rent owner.

The fire marshal said it doesa't ap-
pear that the home can be rebullt be-
cause the interior is so badly gutted,

“The bullding was pretty nearly

. completely destroyed,” Gearhart sald.
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Providence Hospital in Southfield.
‘Though Martincz was hospltalized In
scrious condition followlng the acci-
dent, his recovery is now nearly com-
Pplete, pollce sald.
Otten, proceedingt in juvenlle court
are closed and court personnel
{rom discussing cases. However, Farm-
ington Hills pollce officer Willlam
Edgar and Bruce Hamlett, father of
one of the victims, did comment on the
case.

IT WAS ESTABLISHED during the
court proccedings that at the time of
the aceldent Martinez was under the In-
fluence of alcohol and driving over the

Viciory

By Cralg Plachura
slat writer

John Kolasa, 36, of Farmington

ner:iu-r line of 13 Mlle Road, Edgar
sald,

Exact results of blood-aleohol tests
administered to Martinez were not pre-
sented in court, added Edgar..

At his sentencing noxt month, Mare
tinez could be ordered to perform com-
munlty service and undergo psychia-
tric counseling; placed In a boys' home;
or be dismissed with a warnlng. He will
lose his driver’s license until his 19th
birthday, Edgar zaid, :

Before seniencing, Judge O'Brien
will recelve recommendations from

Misdemeanors and felonles are re-
ferred to only as “offenscs by or
agalnst the child” in juvenile court.
Adults found gullty of negligent homi-
clde can be senteaced to up to two
years'. imprisonment' and/or flned a
maximum of $2,000,

BOTI THE HAMLETT and Dinser
famllies will file elvl] suits agalnst
Martinez once the criminal matter is
settled, Hamiett sald.

Thelr actlon, however, s not due to
Probate Court’s

County F Henry
Hestings and the socla) worker Investi-
gating the case. .

isn’t chea
Customer beats city

found some satisfection In beating city
hall — bricfly — and knowlng he's
saved himself $418 In sewer treatment
fecs ho dldn't legally owe.

Wi
kandling of the case, Hamlett sald.
“Qur flrst reactlon was that be (Mar-

tinez) was belng let off on a lesser
charge. But aiter talking with the judga
and prosecuting attorney we were very
well satisfled.

“The attitude of the court is that if

there's a chance to rehabilitate him

(Martinoz) with the result that he wlll
itve a productive’llfe, stralght locar-
ceration woulda't accomplish that,”
Hamlett sald. (When a fuvealle com-
mlis a serious fclony, the court may
choose to Ignore the child's age and or-
der hlm or her te be tried as an adult in
circuit or recorder’s court, Marlinez
could have been Imprisoned had he
been tried in elther.)

‘THE VICTIMS in the accldent had
planned to marry following thelr eol-
lege graduation In two years,

Hamlett -carned enough credits to
graduate from North Farmington High
School in June 1980 following her jun-
lor year and was studying fashion and
rotall management at Ferris State Uni-
versity In Big Raplds.

Dinser, a 1979 North Farmington
graduate, was encolled in a landscape
architecture program at Northemn
Michigan University in Marguette.

- The two are burled together in Glen
Eden Cemetery in Livonta.

hall by reading fine prinit

Hut It appears that In pressing his
complaint agalnst an unfair assess-
ment, Kolzsa wlill wind up paying at
least $2,000 to conncct his home to the

RANDY DORST/atatt phtographec

John Kolasa's sharp eye on the legal ads notted him a $418 refund from the city of Farmington.

Senior programs escape axe

8y M.B. Dlilon Ward
statf writor

Reaganomics is flexing its muscles
in Farmington Hills, and 50 far the ity
1s boldlng its own.

‘The Farmington Hills City Council
voted 5-1 {0 allocate $8,115 from the
unappropriated surplus to two pro-
grama for aenlor cltizens and the handl-
capped last week.

Councll member Charllc Witllamsop-
posed tha action Intended to offset fed-
eral cutbacks.

.In favor of it were Mayor Jack
Burwall, and council mem! Fred
Hughes, Jan Dolan, Donn Wolf and
Jody Soronen. Mayor-Pro-Tem Willlam
Lange was absent,

. Among the services provided by the
Home Choro and Outreach programa to

the area’s nearly 10,000 senlor adults
ard raking, palnting, yardwork, tax and
energy assistance, grocery lbo?p[nu.

maals, adult day care, minor home re-
palrs and indoor cleaning. Most of the
waork 1s performed by teen-agers who

earn the minlmum wago.
A shortfall in federal funding con-
Ironted the councll with a cholce ut:l
or e

services,

- For the 1982-93 budget year, the
Home Chore program requested
$18,641 in total funds — B0 percent to
come from the federal government and
the remainder from the clty,

‘Though the grant was approved, only
$10,228 (38,413 lexs than requested)
was received. The cut would bave
forced the reduction of services by

half, said Dircctor of Socelal Services
Doug Gaynor.

The Outrcach program recclved
$1,117 less than its $4,880 requeat, a cut
which would have decreased services
17 percent,

CURRENT FUNDING enables the
city to service approximately 23 per-
cent of ellgible citizens,

"I feel wo're serving all {qualttied
u?éor adults) we're aware of,”* Gaynor
sald,

“We're [dentifying and meeting 100
percent of the needs we know of.”

In Ught of shrinking fcderal fundlng
for social programs, Williams said “the
question ks when do you ball out?

“Back a few years when the feds had

Ploase turn to Page 2

city sewer system.
The owner of a house at 32230 Nine
Mile =tit] serviced by a septie tank, Ko~
lasa has successfully contested three
years’ worth of sewer charges but lost
o much costller question of law.
Kolasa argued that a elty

sewer system will be' charged 1%
times the amount they pay for water.
The waords “connected with” jumped
off the page when Kolasa read the legal
ad because hils home's waste iy dis-
charged through a septic ficld.

He City Robert

states that only property owners whose

homes are connected to sewers are ro-

qulired to pay for sewage treatment. He

requested a $418 refund on his water

::u and clty officials promise to pay
m.

The issue came up after the eity ran
a legal ad in August in the Farmington
Observer notllylng residents of a rate
b{:rcm for water and sewage dlspos-
al.

the tiny type in the legal ads city gov-
crnments are required by law to run,
a commerctal loan offlcer at
Bank of Ko-
lasa makes It a polnt to read legal ads.
“You flnd things like tax llens, mort-
gage foreclosures, lawsults and some-
tmes 1 flnd some of our customers in
there," Kolasa explalns.

THE ORDINANCE states property
ownera “connected with” the clty

Few persons ever take time to read

Deadman to sce about getting a refund.
Deadman sent clty workers out to
the arca of Rine Mlle and Brookdale to
determlne If Kolasa’s home connected
to the sewer. Having a seplle tank
alone Isn't enough proof, sald Dead-
man, because some persons [n the com-
munity have a line leading from thelr
septle tank te the city sewer system.

Kolasa's home indeed isn't hooked up
to the sewer line, sajd Deadman.

“The DPW pulled a manhole and dls-
covered there was no connector leading
into the system,” said the clty mana-
ger.

But — here's the catch — Deadman
sald there's another city ordinance on
the books which states that residents
living in areas where sanltary sewers
are avallable must connect thelr homes
to the system if the city sewer s 100

#Plonse turn to Page 2
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VERY SATISFIED!

S, Wolsman placed on Observer
& Eccontric "Employmant lastruc-
tlon* classified ad 10 ndvartisa that
s avallablo for houso clean-
, “Groal responsol Firs! time |
Ioaked tor work; rocolvod at least 10
call ihe Miat day. Very satistiodi™

Romembder ...

One call
does it all!

591-0900

Usa your MasterCard or Visa




