Donning clty officials’ hats

By M.B. Dillon Ward
slat writer

Farmington Hills cuy offlclals
caught a comle glimpse of lhamselvu
‘Tuesday aa Lhey watched high sch
senlors take councll members' phm
during a'mock logisiative sesslon on
Student Government Day.

In preparation, Harrison and Nocth
Farmington senlors observed an actual
city council mecting Monday and later
were briefed by (heir professional
counterparts on Issues currently facing
the city.

Mayor-for-the-day Peter Ceplecha of
North Farmington conducted rolt call
from Farmlogten Hills Mayor Jack
Burwell's seat. Only the acting mayor
pro-tem, Timothy Smlglehkb of Harrl-
son was absent. (He was attending foot-
ball practice.)

{E MEETING Itsalf bore some re-

TH
semblance to a footbatl gu'ne. Students -

battled over strategles dn 12 Mile

Road’s atate of disrcpalr, sldewalk con-

struction and ible purchase of

Splcer property for a city park. -
(Farmington Hills is consldering uze

purchase of & 2)0-acre parcel border-

ing Farmington Road between 10 and
\

Mark Pyko of Harriaon played the part of an Irritated residant at
Student Government Day.

Emerson Coates, a government
teacher at Harrison (abovo), sat
in on the councll meeting alter
taking in a speech by soccor’s
Sonny Van Arnem, luncheon
guest for Student Government
Day. While Harrlson senior Lin-
da Waak (right) spent the day
a8’ an acting city councll mem-
ber, classmates assumed the
roles of diatrict judge; court ad-
ministralar; police and fire
chief; Department of Public
Works Superintendent; city

. monager, and other city offi-
clats.

ll;::lla.&;mdby Nick Eploer.) " i
g mayor proposed widening
12, Mlle “to bdnblum&.p _TMN ;“l'ﬂl

l in

95 perceat of theppeoplem rich,

“They’re well off and can afford tbe
taxes for it," e sald. .

Danlel Sperling of North Famlng~
ton, posing as a citizen, disa;
- "I'm” proud; to say 1 come (rom a
communlty that docsa’t have bulldings

higher than five stories lke you see .

along Efght Mile and -Woodward.

Farmington Hills Is o down-to-earth '

historical place.
“1 WANT to live in & city, not & me-
tropolls.”

North Farmington's Darryl Smith,
also cltlzen-for-a-day, grew tired of lis-
tening to proposals concerning 12
Mile's fate,

“I want to sce soms actlon, not just a
buncb of you sitting up there looking

'rhe acting mayor than ‘oade a .

motion to table the matter, which the
counci] unanimously approved.
The councll’s [nactlon regarding the,

. sldewalk construction along major

mlle roads provoked acting cilizen
Mark Pyko of Harrison.

“Farmington ll made up of a bunch
of uuu lq\ures.” hoexplained, -

pocywendhcumngwould :

make ecveryone within each square
mila pay for four sidewalks, ona on
each mile road surrounding them—ex.

cept for the people on the outskirts of

town,

"IFTIIE'\’ can pay for 12 Mlle, they
can pay for thls.”
Smlu: saw little merit in the pro-

“'nm is slightly on the ridlculous
alde. May I present to you the case of
Drake Road between 13 and 14 Milo
Roads? That's a dirt road with nothing
but a lot of trees.

‘"Why not put sldewalks on 13 Mile on
the way to North Farmington and oo
the way to Harrison? It's a waste to put
sidewalks out in the boonles where they
won't be used,

“Don't table Lhis," he urged. “Be rea-
sonable, not ridiculous. I propose the
council take a vote on Lhls,”

Council members unanimoualy
agreed to refer the matter back to stall
for further study, but not before the
acting mayer challenged Smith,

.

“WE'LL ALL end up wa’lking on

ey

AANDY BORST/stelf photographer

tho mock City Councll mesting on

them (sidewalks) 50 let's ]llll tax every
body, We're rich," sald Cepl

“We'll pay for it with ngu."
Heated debate preceded Lhe council's

deciston to begin negotlations with the
owner of {he Splcer property.

The acting Director of Public Ser- |

problems {n Sectlon 38,

“Thls is the last I.rge open are re-
maining In the clty. If we don't buy It,
we'll lose it

“The land will become an (ndustrial
park if we don't buy it," agreed Sperl-
ing.

SMITH SIDED with um director of
public services.

“We have a park In Farmington, and
athletlc flelds that are seldom vsed. If
you want to table something, this b it.”

Acting as a cltizen, councilmember
Jody Soronen asked “do you realize
how maby times you've proposed to dig
into my pocketa today? -

“I don't want you apending my tax
dollars on sidewalks or a park. [ won't
use them. And I'm speaking for hoards
of people.”

“We've taxed the feathers off of ‘em,
This is an affluent comunity but it's
still hard to make ends meet. Let's for-
get about this parkland till bettere-
conomic times.”

Actlng cltlzen Bruce Scanlon of Har-
rison lost hls patience with Ceplecha
when the acting mayor proposed to
table the matter.

“THE PURPOSE of the government
Is to govern. If you don't do anything,
you're just using up tax dollars.”

Contested Ceplecha: “Do you want
me to be Communistic and say no, you
can't have 142"

The mayor then made a mollon,
which was defeated, to take up the
malter as old buslness at a future
meetlng.

Upon adjourment, City Clerk Floyd
Calrns predicted students’ attitudes
will’change In the future.

*Just wait unti l!:ey'm pnylns taxes,
Wu"’l:l hear a different

Student Government day was gamu;
sponsored by the Farmington Elks
Lodge 1088 and. ibo Rolary Clab of
Farmington.

Monday, November 15, 1082 O&LE

It was Pete C 's job as may
the mayhom_thal arose as acting clti;

' haggled over issues on its agenda.’ s BT e

« If Noritake makes it, we have it on sale

» 25% off* all in-stock casucl dinnerware

» 20% 1o 30% off* all In-stock fine china

» 20% off all in-stock bone china

« 30% olf* all in-stock lish fine china

« 35% off* all in-stock casual Irish china

« 20% off all special orders of dinnerware

« 20% off all casual and fine stemware

+ Sale ends Dec. 5; in China and Stemware
“on place se1tings only. 20% off accosscnes

o hudsons
& yourchnstmas world
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