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natfon, We are not asking for charity,
only transportation,” Belle Friedmana
Southileld sefor citizen sald.,

Elderly and mentally retarded peo-
ble told Southeastern Mlchigan Trans.
tion Authority (SEMTA) board
nembers that cutting 70 percent of bus

THE SERVICE i threatened be.
cause federal funding has d.royped as
the Reagan administration seeks to
phase out such government subsidies.

b In addition, six ]
oﬂm referring to SEMTA as thelr 'a) 0, ol awsuls filed by sever
Blfeline, the groups spoke to SEMTA
presentatives during Monday after.
on's public hearing In the Southfleld
parks and Recreation facllity,
The hearing, {lrst of several in Oak.

challenges the attorney general's dec-
laration that the tri-county vehicle-li-
“cense purcharge and title-transfer tax-
s ara uncenstitutional, which has tied
up about $23 millfon In escrow which
would bave gooe to SEMTA.

The atate L hasn't ap-
proved a comprehensive transportation
package which would temporarily bail
out SEMTA.

pus
A “Without {bus service) we will be
Bdorced Into a llfe of loncliness and stag-

The woman’s only transportation to the-
Jewish Vocational Services workshop is
by SEMTA bus. “Without the JVS, she’d “
be back home to be entertained by
coloring books. What kind of life is that
for a 28-year-old? Are we culting funds
or lives?’
' — SEMTA hearing speaker

In addition, gas and wclght uuu,
other source of income, ha!
with the advent of l]ghw', lne]-elﬂ:lcnl
vehicles, If fundy are not made avail-
able to SEMTA by Jan. 1, the cuts will
become effective.

The available level of publle trans-
portation Is inadequate, Kate Kaylor, a
sealor aide 1n Royal Oak told the board.
Cuts to service would be devastating to
senfors, many of whom don't have deiv-
er’sllcenses.

ployment, doctors, shopplng, recreation
and hot lunches at senfor centers.

“If it wasn't for the SEMTA Connec-
tor, it would be imposalble for me to
get to work,” sald Ruth Wolf, a senlor
who works ln Detrolt.

Because her parents weren't fluent
in English and dldn't drive, a 26-year-
old mentally retarded woman dlda't
have the chance to partlcipate in a
sheltered worksbop until the Jewlsh
Vocational Services gave her the op-
portunity, three years ago, sald An-
tolnetie Burgl\oﬂ

‘The woman's only lrmupomum to
the workshop is by SEMTA b

"Without the JVS, lhc'd be back
home to be entertained by coloring
books. What kind of itfe is that for a 28-
year-0ld? Are we cutting funds or
lives?” Burghoff safd.

One of ber cllents, » woman In her
70's whom Kaylor called Mary, is a
widow who lives alona and suffers
{rom depreasion. Using a SEMTA bus,
she atarted golng to a senjor center for
bot lunchea costing 61 cents. At flrst
she sat and watched the surrounding
actlvity, refuslng conversation, Gradu.
aily, sbe made {riends and became in-
volyed In an exerclso class.

WITHOUT TRANSPORTATION to
the center it would be “only a matter of
tlme before that poor thing slips back,”
Kaylor sald. I that happened, she
would probably be institutionalized,

“It 1s tho old people who built this
country with thelr money and thelr en-
ergy. They want to stay 1o thelr homes
and out of institutions,” Kaylor sald.

Many ors said they rclled soley
on (he buses for transportation to em-

OPEN HOUSE

Sunday, November 21
12-5 p.m.

Mtc. Mole cordially invites you and

your friends to attend his Third

" Bicthday Party in Bicmingham,
Browse leisurely in The Mole Hole's

famous gift boutique and help us

celebrate. Refreshments will be served,

There will be a rafile tao!

Fbee Wlale Haole
. of Birmingham
193 W. Maple » 644-8233
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WE NOW CONVERT HOME MOVIES.T0 VIDEQ TAPE
MADISON HEIGHTS /

CAMPBELL CORNERS 14 Mile Rd.at Campbell Phone 563-4123

Over 50,000 homeowners are already using their
Cash Card.
]
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Start Saving
Cash NOW!
SIMPLY HIt OUT THE COUPON ATTACHED.
TAXE 1T YO ONE OF THE BUSINESSES
ABOVE. THEY WINt BE DRUGKTED 10 GIVE
Y0U YOUR CARD & INOEX FOR YOUR AREA
— IREE




