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Hooker

By Bill Casper
atatf writer

.The woman takes a seat In a Redford
‘Township lounge and orders & beer. She
has just taken off a long, white, woolen
scarf and & brown leather facket, drap-
ing both on the bar stool.

She alts speechless and sips ber beer,
On the second round, a male customer
altting next to her offers to buy her

“Since you bought.mo a beer, I'm
Jane,” she says, breaking her silence.

The customer Introduces himself,
and they engage [n small talk that
eventually will lead to negotiation of a
business propoaltion.

BUSINESS FOR the woman, plea-
aure for the man.

In this case, the preliminary discus
slon resulted in an interview with a
prostitute conducted by a reporter,

She allowed the interview after as-
aurances that hep identlty (Jane is a fic-
ttious name) and her base of operatlion
would remain confldential,

Jane is one of several prostltutes
working Telegraph, She talked about
ber work and life with unabashed
{frankness,

Her stralght, long, dark hair falls
over slender shoulders, She looks older
than her 30 years, with a face worn
hard by 10 years of providing sexunl
services and belng the object of ocea-
slonat physical abuse,

But she makes good money, much
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more than she did in her former job as
a cocktall waitress and much more
than sha grew up with.

“MY PARENTS were divorced when
1 was a young girl,” Janc sald. "Me and
my older sisters lived with my mother
on her welfare checks,- Money was
tght, and I wore hand-me-downs from

-my sisters, which bothered them more

than me. Actually, I didn't tiind at all,

“I got married right out of high
school and had two children, a boy and
a girl, now aged 10 and 11,” she sald.
*But my husband didn't care for us, and
we soon got dlvorced, I have custody of
the children. I love my kids, and I
wouldn't give them up for anything.

*I llve with my sister, who watchesy
my children. The kids don't know what
Ido for a living. I tell them Iwork 2s a
waitress In a bar, I'll tell them what I
really do when I think they can under-
stand it, and T hope Lhey'll accept it.

"My sister, who llvea on welfare,
doesn't lke what I do, but she accepts
it because of the money I bring Into the
household,” said Jane, *I do It strictly
for the money. Although there arc
times, like now (during the interview)
when I wonder why I'm here doing this,
for the most part I have no regreta
about getting Into prostitution, and I'm
not ashamed of what I am or what I do,

"I DON'T hurt anyone, although I
have been beaten up on oceaslon by my
customers because I refused to do what
they asked of me, Thal's just part of
the risk, but I do have some scruples,
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says her trade has moved to Telegr ap}}
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Over a drink in a lounge of a motel, a prostituto tells how the frade has recently shified to aubur-

ban locales.

and there are some things I won't do
for any amount of money.

“I've never contacted any form of
venercal di use my personal
physiclan has Instructed me on what to
Took for. I also recelve regular physical
checkups to make sure I keep mysell
clean so I don't pass on any dlscases,”
Jane sald,
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Sbe sald she sterted “pulling tricks™
occaslonnly while she worked as a
waltreas/go-go dancer to make a few
extra dollars.

During that period, Janc sald she
met a man sha planned to maryy, but
he was killed during an armed robbery.

Shortly thereafter, she met a man
who became her pimp and was Intro-
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‘ both cold turkey, and I'm

)

“1 was hooked on cocalne aod hertgy

at differeat times In the past, but I g
8

now,” she sald, "I don't touch tlihey
drug now blgc.mse le&know from
enco that 'm a w person wi
comes to drugs, &nd I umm
hooked.” . o
Aside from the risk of assaull;
other primary risk all prosiitutes sk
Is arveat and conviction, rer
In Detroit, where Jane solicited be.
foro pollce crackdowns on bars In reg
1ight districts, accosting and sollciting
charges often are reduced to disordesty
conduct or loltering. ma

THE PENALTY on conviction of s
accosting and sollciting charge geoes.
ally wos 2 $100 fine, Jane sald, She gal
she bas three or four convietiops o
such reduced charges and has beey
flned, but never spent a day In fal). .

"Golng to Jall Is something | want &
avold,” she sald. "I've got an A and§
charge in Redford, and I'm payingy
lawyer $300 [n the hope he can get the
charge reduced. I was arrested bya

ord undercover cop after.hh
plcked me up as a hitchhiker on Tels
graph.

“0

duced 1o the world of pr
full-time basis. She has
world 10 yearsnow.

“THE ONLY thing I would do differ-
ently if T could start over would be to
avold any Involvement with a plmp,”
Jane sald, “He took all the money I
made and gave me just enough to buy
new clothes to look pretty to get him
more money.

“All I bad to show was a closet full of
clothes, T left kim after two years and
struck ovt on my own. I've worked
alone ever since, and I've been able to
save some money. I've made as much
as $1,500 in one night, but the average
nightly net [s around $500,” she said.

Much of her profits used to go
toward a $500-a-doy drug habit, which

ona
been In that

1 was L g for &
ride home, but after he picked me up[
decided to make a few bucks on the
way bome, and I soliclied hlm, I haye
no problem with the bust, It was a good
arrest because I sollcited him, and the
pollce treated me with respect, unllre
Detroit cops.

“But it did teach me a lesson not -ty
combine solicting with hi ’
she sald. “The cops bere are mad sboot
us coming into Redford and sollelilng
In the open along Telegraph. They bave
the Detrolt cops tothank because
closed the red light establishment
And busting us In Redford or anywhere
elsc won't stop us because we't] just
move someshere else.” —

For Jane, an aglag prostitute by to:
day's standards, competition poses an
other threat to her current llvelihood. ¢
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