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Mandator

+ By Karen Hermena 8mith
staff writor

Rep. Ruth MeNamcee, R-Blrming-

. ham, predicted the state House swould

pass a bill this week requiring all per-

‘ sons traveling in the {ront seat of vehl-

* cles in Michigan to wear safety belis
for a three-year trial period.

1t appraved, the proposed legislation
would go to the state senate for Ita con-
sideration.

“I belleve It should get the vote,”
sald McNamee, Republican eo-sponsor
of tha legislation. If algned into law,
Michigan would be the flrst state to re-
quire mandatory safely belt use. A $10
flne would be charged for violators.

The blll, which was expected to be
voted on Tuesday, 18 supported by more
than 40 atate representatives and the
largest coalition she has cver secn,

- McNamee said.
The coalition includes doclors, edu-
cators, Insurance companles, repre-

ments against it just sort of fade away
when T look at the statisties about the
safcty of persona with thelr harness
belt tn place.”

The Jegislation would save 300 livea
a year in Mlchigan, Secretary of Stato
Richard Austin has predicted.

in on-the-street interviews in Bir-
mingham, six out of nlnc persons sald
they support such a law, Two sald they
don't; one was undeclded,

“If it (the law) savea lves, it's im-
portant,” sald Vivlun L of

, y seat belt
law pushed by McNamee

Tho legislation was introduced this
spring alter the eurrent law requiring
restraints for children ages 4 and under
went into effect.

“BEOPLE HAVE acccpted this (leg-
sslatlon for children) and have accepted
the fact the government {3 concerned
about thls and will act on the safety of
people In vehicles,” McNanee sald,

The lawmaker saig sho Is putling
astde her usual stand nguinsl additionat

+ tatlon In

Blrmlngham, who safd she always
weara her zafety belt “except when
backing down the driveway.” .

Agreed Elsle Malurney, 83, of Blr-
mingham, “I think it (saving lives) is
worth it (the law)."

“1¢ you get in an accident, seatbelts
can keep you from gelng through the
windshield” sald Ruth Callewaert of

Troy,
] have used that Jaw ip Canada and
1 have oppreciated lt."wuld Irene
of

of
crs A;nd safety orgonlzations like the

0ods. “1 fa-

“I THINK we should make this a
taw," McNomee said. “All the argu-

vor it, but I'm laxy.”
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‘s Steven Perkins

sald the law would take away Individu-
als' rights. “I don't lke it," he sald,

:n'u up to everyone to decide what to
0.

this legislation.

“I don't want government regulation
without a good cause,” she sald. *. . .
(But) the government la responalble for
(tho) safety {of citlzens).

“i's justiffable for tho government
10 atep in when (he safety of just one
person i involved.”

Incldents where safety belts cause
injuries or even death by retalning the
yietim in the place of impact are “way
down In the very minority of acci-
dents,” MeNamea sald.

“The statistics would heavily support
the statement we are safer with a belt
on”

‘Those who have medical reasons for
not wearlng safety belts — following
surgery, for example — could be ex-
empted from the law, McNameo sald,

The legislation would require no pur-
chase — most cars on (he road today
have safety belts.

At the inag

* Olga Dworkin, left, of Formington Hllis was one
of the honored guests at tho inaguration of Do~
vid Adamany as president of Wayne State Uni-

~
uration

)
versity, Shown seated with Or. Jack Ryan of
Royal Oak, Dworkin has led benutitication ef-
farts at the university during the past decade,
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and PNl tell you how you can
save up to 20%* with Ameri-Therm:

For yenrs {'ve tnlked with people

Amerl-Therm is the thermnlly

who are tired of wasting fuch and
money. Ges tates keep paing up, 80
thoy come to me for advice.

Every day, for homeowners like
you, I correct the money-wasting
problem af gas encrgy loss with
Amcr-Therm® Vent Dampera,

The problen in very common:

When o furnnce, boiler or water
heater shuts off, worm air is
qulckly lost up tho chimney.
Encrgy eacapes, but you mill end
up paying for it.

People wnnt to save o8 much as

nctunted vent damper that's:

«Praven in millions of locations.

+Saves up to 20%* on fuel bills.

« Papulnr choice of American
homeowners.
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