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\ The emotlonally-charged question of
prayer In the public schools has once
again surfaced as & result of President
Reagan's announcement that he in-
tends to Introduce a constitutional
amendment providing for voluntary
school prayer.

‘The - president belleves such an
amendment, which would effectively
Dbypuss 20 years of Supreme Court rul-
Ings prohibiting such prayer, might
reawaken “America’s religious and
moral heart.”

Since the court’s 1962 ruling prohi-
biting organlzed prayer In public
schools, Congress hes rejected such
prayer amendments on [lve separate
oceaslons. They have been seen as vio-
1ations of the First Amendment, which
bars “an establishment of rellglon,”

But the president’s atand s polltieal-
Iy popular, especlally among those who
{eel that prayer recltatlon and Bible
reading wili

Schobl prayer can’t
bring national morality

AS A CLERGYMAN, I belleve in
prayer. I pray both publicly and pri-
vately. I encourage others to pray both
In good Uimes and in periods of crisis,

There is a time and place for prayer.
Home, church, synagogue and mosque
are the proper, time-honored places
which provide the approprinte setting
for communfon with God, There rellg-
fous yearning for the needs of the soul
can be answered.

The schoolhouse, attended by chil-
drea of every faith and no falth, is not
the proper center for prayer.

Mechanical recitation of prayers in
public schools, particularly prayers
composed by government offlcials with
a view toward popular acceptance, de-

ades these true rediglous
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1t is harm{ul to the cultlvation of a re-
1lglous spirit.

‘THE NOTION of voluntary prayer [s
What s 1

gC a
state of natlonal and personal moratlty.

character of our soclety. We are called
upon now to reaffirm the principle of
religious liberty and the separation of
church and state as fundamental to our
way of life.

I belleve any departure from that
principle embodled in the First Amend-
ment jeopardizes the political and re-
Uglous freedom of which America is
Justly proud,

1 believe further that the

THIS 1SSUE alfects the democratie *

voluntary . teday
becomes compulsory tomorrow. The
whole authority of the school institu-
tion would be placed behind an activity
which was supposedly voluntary.

In a pluralistic socletly, it is not and
should not be the busincss of govern-
ment to ald or hurt religlon, Providing
constitutional sanction to prayer in the
achools would result in prayers being
offered In a cocrced manner.

‘This amendment will imperil one of
our socjety’s most glorious traditions
- toward relig-

public school system, free and non-see-
tarlan, is one of the most preclous

of

and that we should defend thls achleve-
ment whenever attempts are made to
comp! its Integrity.

Divisiveness inevitably results when
sectarianism cnters the public school.
This adversely affects all children, But
It Ls the children of minority falth who
are Injured most severely.

lon.

As o rabbi, I pray for the day when
religion will have a true and effectlve
role in our soclety and when law, mo-
rality and ethics will pervade our con-
duet,

‘The road to fulfillment of that expec-
tation 1s not through voluntary school
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prayers, Indeed, Lhis will
tear at the fabric of our s0-

clety,

f of Concern, Inc.

consumer mailbag
 Grace Gluskin

There have been several reports o
the news recently about aeid rain and
the damage it Is dolng to lakes and
wildlife 1o the eastern United States.
The reporta place the blame oo the In-
dastrial Midwest. How is this posalble?
- POLLY C,, Canton

Acid preclpation, more commonly
known as acid rain, Is the end product
of & complex chemieal process In
which sulfuric and nitric oxides, trans-
ported on prevalling winds hundreds of
miles from their sources, are trans-
formed Into compounds which return to
earth as acid rait or snow,

As a result of the tall stacks built
over Lhe past 30 ycars to remove pollu-
tants from the Immediate arca of in-
:lumul plants, tozic gases are emltted

How does industry
produce acid rain?

eatablish that it Is a cumulative prob-
1em that necds to be addressed now,
fore the natural buffering abillty of the
carth is depleted.

ECO-TIP:Treat Thanksglving lefto-
vers with care 50 they don't become a
source of food polsoning. Remove stuff-
ing from poultry and refrigerate in sep-

“arate dishes within two hours alter re-

moving poultry from oven. Three Im-
portant rules to remember are keep it
hot, kecp it cold, keep it ctean,

Last week’s incomplete column
resulted in scveral cards and lefters
asking where the cookbook *This
Can't Be Healthy, ! Like It” can be
purchased. Severat area bookstores
i Ibrowse in West Bloom-

ito the and widely
dispersed by wind and weather, They
can remain alolt for as long as four
dayn, thus increasing the time in which
chemical conversions can occur, and
B expanding the geographleal distance
Rover which the newly-formed com-
i pounds can fall.
R Much remains unknown about the
flchemlcal processes that produce acid
M rain, but enough damage to our global
Qenvironment has been documented to

Crisis and supportive counseling and
i floancia) assistance are a few of the
flscrvices offered to battered women

Any woman wha bas been physically
abused by her husband or live-in boy-
B !ciend may call the organization for
Rbelp at 062 5077, Profcasional coun-
M selors are on duty 24 hours a day, seven

‘Unwed mothers can obtaln emotion-
Rlal, peychological and financial suppart
fso they can carry their babics to term

ficld carry the boak, Copies can also
be obtained by sending $5.17 to Con-
cern, 1 Northficld Plaza, Troy,
48098,

Keep your cards and letters com-
ing! Consumer Mailbag answer
pour questions. Address mail 1o
Grace Gluskin, care of Concern De-
troit, Inc., at the Northficld Plaza
address.

d Interim House helps women

days

Group counseling service is offercd
at six YWCA branches throughout the
tri-county area, one of them the North-
west Branch YWCA. in Redford Town-
ship.

Other services offered are perma-
nent houslng assistance, health care,
child care, legal and transportation as-
slstance and refervals for counseling.

irthright aids unwed mothers

nancy teating, counsellng, and referrals
for medical, legal or financial help. It
also gives advice on education and lr;

1! o

trom an

[{Plaza bullding In Royal Oak.
[§ ‘The organization offers free prog-

Meatally retarded and physically

Bjhandicapped teenagers in the area nced
loater pavents.

{ 1f you are Interested in helping, call

ranges 'y home p

the mother, .
For more information call Blrthright

at 547-4600,

{Want to be a foster parent?

Janet Myers, communlty placement
unit at Plymouth Center for Human
Development, 4531500, Ext. 217,
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~ You are invited
to attend our
Christian Science
THANKSGIVING
SERVICE

Our Pilgrim forefathers set aside a day
to show their gratitudo 1o God tor his
goodness and abundanca. Chrislian
Sciontisis have continued this seligious
heritago of Thanksglving.

You ara invited to join in our annual
service of thanks 10 God for tho bless-
Ings he has bestowed.

10:30 AM « THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 25
Cazefor i ed.

First Church of Christ, Scientist, Birmingham
191N. Chester
First Church of Christ, Scientist,
Franklin-Meadowlake
Mapla at tnkster




