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Double standard costs

the electorate doubly

our holiday ccstasy: .
Now that the ciection season has passed

and the republic has survived, it seems the
decisi kers, the el could

: !SHORT BUT serious bt before we dive into

stand to do a little reflecting.

"~ We did a good enaugh job — fliled all the vacant
seats, re-elected some, threw some others out and
refused altogether to let some in the doors of the

. power politic. With the exception of a few question-

- able boxes of ballats in Chicago, electlon '82 will go

 down in the books as pretty ordinary.

But let’s look a llttle closer.

SOME VERY Important {olks were missinig from
I the ficld of political baille, Potentially good offlce.
holders — merchants, lawyers, physicians, union

~ activists and probably a few journallsts to boot —

vefused to enter the political arena.
All of these folks chose to back off, to withhold
thelr services, for the same reason — privacy.
Everyone enjoys privacy. Unfortunately, many

" cnjoy reading, hearing or talking about the other

person’s life — especlally if that person is rich or
powerful.
And while First Amendment rights are para-

- mount in maintaining a healthy political system, so
. is the ahility to discriminate betwcen what Is pri-

vate and what is public, what Is or isn't relevant, int

» judging political or civic leadership .

1n short, a double standard has been established,

1t allows soclety to pass judgment on every sneeze,

~ sniffle and groan erupting from persons who have
" chosen the public life.

TINS DOUBLE standard often backilres in two
ways.

Rs public standards become harsher toward ils
political leaders, fewer persons are witling to stand
up against the rigors. And while It is most evident at
the national level, it is even more devastating at the
local government level — the one that affects you

- and me the most.

Washington is llke a Walt Disney movie com-

pared to Jocal politics’ Peyton Place atmosphere.

" crackerbarrel
debate £

Steve T:T’-'}'
Barnaby %t

More times than the publle reallzes, decislons are
made at the legislative table or at the polls on the
basis of personal and nelghborhood squabbles that
have mixed Into the public agenda,

Issues be damned, some unwisely say. t

On the other hand, this same kind of reckless
disregard for a person's privacy, combined with the
low esteem In which many hold politics, protects
against legitlmate crlticism those who have bla.
tantly broken thetr contract of trust with the publie,

It's not the rules of the game, it's how you play
the game, the oh.so-smug llke to say.

MARKING THE line between private and public
conduct as it relates to competence in office cer-
tainly takes unusual intellectual effort, an effort
society is becoming more loath to take.,

A typlcal example:

A difference exists between a pubtic official who
is an alcoholic and one who drinks on the job. While
both have a personal drinking problem, the first
should be left alone to deal with the problem as he
or she sees fit. The second should be thrown out of
office for making public judgments while drunk.
Warnings help, but repeated violations of the publlc
trust should be dealt with at the polls, -

‘The same dlfference exists for any case that in-
volves any supposed moral judgments, One person's
sin might be another’s road to eternal salvatfon,

But one thing is sure: If we continue confusing
private mores with public conduct, only society as a
whole stands to lose.

Thanks to these pastors for a decade o

HIS IS a season to give thanks, Asa P
per editor, I am thankful for columnists
who deliver their copy on time and write tn
an interesting manner,

Today 1 will give thanks to the five clergymen
wha contribute to the “Moral Perspectives” column
published in this newspaper every Thursday. That
ealumn recently celebrated Its 10th annlversary,

1t is now being co-authored by the Rev. David
Strong, pastor of St. Matthew Unlled Methodist
Church of Livonia; the Rev. Charles Erlckson, pas-
tor of the Congregatlonal Church of Birmingham;
the Rev. Lloyd Buss, pastor of Ablding Presence
Lutheran Church of Rochester; Rabbl Irwln Groner
of Congregation Shaarey Zedek of Southfield; and
the Rev. Robert Schaden, campus advisor for New-
man House at Schoolcraft College in Livonia,

These clergymen comment on relevant soclal is-
sues for a suburban audience. That's no casy task.

The column began in 1972 at a time of violent
protests over the Vietnam War. “Moral Perspee-
tive" columnists joined the fray and spoke out

A sun belt
paradise has
its problems

ISERY LOVES company, Things don't
seem so bad that way.
Not that I wish anything bad for the
warm and hospitable state of Florlda,
But last weck’s trip convinced me that desplite our
16 percent unemployment, it's premature to say
“the last onc out of Michlgan, turn off the lights.”

All the while I was catching sea trout and picking
grapefruit, mentally T kept hearing my West
Bloom{leld bullder frlend, Herman Frankel, batter-
ing away that Michigan's ace is fresh waler, and
that a great future still can be ours.

IN FORT MYERS, News-Press columnist Bob
Morris,-a curmudgeon In those parts, recalled last
week the 1972 predletions of an Orange County Ex-
tension agent named Henry Swanson.

. Swanson predicted — correctly — that with-
«drawal of ground water could weaken the soil and
.trigger sinkholes north of Orlando,

“Lo and behold, precisely nine years, three

months and 13 days later, the bottem fell out exact-

<1y where Henry Swanson said it would. The Winter

!:ark Slnkhnl‘c was born,” ;m'ole Morris, to the acute
fort o bers o

. Florida has undergone tremendous expausion
‘with no Great Lokes to provide its water. It doesn't
.even have the safe supply of underground water
that Michlgan has,

. Adds Morris: “There Is good news and bad news ~

‘about Florida's water supply. By the year 2000 we
will recycle sewage for household use. The bad
news is that there won't be enough to go around.”

*_ Then he drops the other shoe — the suggestion
that Florida think about restricting growth.

Nick
Sharkey

against the war.

IN THE INTERVENING years, the clergymen
have addressed other emerglng issues facing subur-
banlties including busing, integrated housing and
the rights of the handicapped.

Although they would never admit it, it has not
been always easy for them to work for this newspa-
per during the past 10 years. They have received
only a modest payment for their efforts, They use
-this money to pay for a monthly lunch at which they
exchange ldeas and coordinate columns.

During one newspaper budget crunch, the clergy-
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A BIG CONFERENCE Is going on about a fish
called the snook, according to the Sarasota paper.
'he snook is a battling gamefish that was once
commen in the waters I fished, but now it Is rare,
One gulde was quoted as saying he won't let his
parties even keep the few snook they eatch.

The culprit, according to the Florida natural re.
sources folks, seems to be development and de-
struction of the snook’s breeding habitat,

The Great Lakes had a problem with the loss of
the lake trout in the 1850s, but that was due to the
p ic lamprey cel. The problem was corrected.
But I'm not certain how you go about correcting the
s?ml(edproblcm once the breeding habitat [s de-
stroyed.

IN TALLAKASSEE, they're having a big rhubarb
over women. .

According to UPI, the Tallahassee Bags Assocla-
tion had planned a males-only bass fishing tourna-
ment on Lake Talguin, Women anglers raised a
fuss, The TBA directors met behind closed doors
one evening and came up with a “compromise.”

The conlest registration form In 1983 will include
an extra question: “Will you fish with a member of
the opposite sex?” An angler who answers “no” and
draws the name of a female will be able to reject
that partner and draw again.

Women anglers — they're not even radical fem-
inists — are sore at that kind of treatment, I’s no
way to treat a human belng, .

T can't Imagine my Michigan friends in the fami-
ly-oriented Four Seasons Fishing Club ting
people that way. -. )

Let us not knock Florida, but let’s not be so hasty
about turning out the lights-In Michigan,

men cheerfully agreed to go without pay for an ex-
tended period of time.

The elergymen have also worked with a variety
of editors during their 10 years. At times, it must
have scemed to them that we were shuffling them
around. More than once thelr copy was misplaced
as it traveled [rom one office to another,

Still they didn't get discouraged.

DURING THIS Thanksgiving perlod, it is appro-
rlate to recall a few of thelr thoughts over the
years, Ponder these during the heliday.

The Rev, David Strong on peace: “There must be
ways in which we can take risks in peacemaking
that are no greater in the long run than if we were
to rely upon military power.

“Our thought patterns need to change if we are to
entertain this helief that peacemaking can be less
risky than armsmaking.”

The Rev. Charles Erickson, during the low-in-
come housing controversy in Birmingham: “Bir-
mingham owes children ordinary daily broadening
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d
contaets. As adults, they will work and negotiate in
cities and countries requirlng ability to be comfort-
able with dlfferences of all kinds.”

Rabbl Irwin Groner on the relationship between
blacks and Jews: “Are the old alliances of Jews and
blacks about to crumble? I hope not. I appeal to
blacks not to seck the easy way out of their disap-
pointment and despair by turning against the people
who have shared so much of thelr suffering and

paln. I urge them to recognize their enemies are not
Jews, but injustice, poverty and callousness wher-

- ever they perslst.

“Simultancously, I appeal to Jews not to allow
unscrupulous demagogues to turn them away from
the anguish and deprivatlon of blacks and other mi-
nority groups.”

FINALLY, I'M grateful because the clergymen
kept a promise made 10 years ago. .
" They pledged to never use old sermons for their
columns.

Now that's something to be thankful about.

E— ——

from our readers

“Good’ people
must persevere

To the edltor:

I wanted to thank you for Cracker-
Barre! debate titled Dad and daughter
prove jerks can't stop Halloween.

Your revicw of what happened that
evening completely parallels my own
experience. I too found people friesdll-
er, more willlng to talk but certainly
there waa a pervasive, vague alr of
gloom over the evening.

It scoms
cians, pollce chisfs, etc., to try to call
off Hallowcen on a falrly regular basis.
I certainly agree that tho-“good peo-
pla” cannot let the “bad people” take
over and spoll tho world for us,

popular for local polltl- )

to the Amerfcan pocketbook and the
boundary had already been crossed be-
fore Mr. Reagan took offlce. It scems
downright ignorant to take political
sides when we are in such dire need of
stability. The Democratic plan for
“make work" joba Is not the answer «i-
thcs. Thel‘r‘ pln'n catls for increased fed-
eral Y P

or a temp Ty
footed by the already d

unfon strikes and negotiations with 1it-
tle or nothing mentioned of the silent
millfons of Amcricans who carn $3 to
$7 per hour. These persons are poten-
tlal purchasers of homes, aulomobiles
and other unfon made goods and ser-
vices which are totally out of their
reach,

Auto and constructon workers, a3
well as other d

taxpayer. What's really going on?
Which plan i3 best? The Democrata’
plan 13 a spending plan, It can only pro-
long the agoeny. Mr, Reagan's plan will
work but it will be long and painful.

If we “stay the coursc,” and we
must, the events which are likely to
happen arc these: First, with the dls.
count rate now at § percent and falling,
lower consumer bank Interest loans
will somewhat spur purchasea of
homes and automobiles. We will sce In-
creased

you exp 0
in an excellent manner. 1 hope when
the next such scare comes along our
Teaders will be rallying us to fight back
rather than o givein.
Lonls E, Rentz, D.O.
N Farmington

Reaganornics

" best for nation

To tba editor: )
It's being sald that Reaganomics isa
slogan;

there is (o it, with the exception of &
few tax abatements,

O!‘o ‘I‘.‘b:emmumneeu-
sary brakes on carecalng
fodoral :ixmdluuu. Thero Iy a it

* pegotlations. The lopst:

between now and
Christmas for hollday shopping, but it
, e

workers, will no doubt see their camn-
ings decrease. However, because they
toa are purchasers of these same goods
and services, their purchasing power
will Increase rather than decrease as
the economy mends ftself,”

As thls happens, and if our political
leaders act responsibly, taxes wlll dra-
matically docrease, The burden of
school taxes has to be taken off the
back of the homeowner, There should
be an equal distribution of the schoot
tax to all working persons and busi-
nesses in Michigan. This would make

will drop off sharply after
25th, having no effect on real consumer
trends,

‘The winter months will hold down "
northern

housing starts in states simply

Ing more spurt-
ing Immediate growth in the home
building industry. Gavernment employ-
e wages should be brought Into align-

because of the weather. U 1
ment will Increase during the winter
months. Unfons will increasingly be-
come chaotle as some membery refuse
to bellevo thelr waga rates cause their
company'a products {0 be uncompetls
tively priced. Jobs will bo lost and
many unlon plants will close; some per-
manently. . -
‘Those companles which remaln In
business will bave, to regaln control
over wages and pricing policies. Thls
will Eappen only after long and arduous
company-employee-union battles and
wage struce
ture which now exists will to equ-
alize. Much attention has bees given to

ment with comparable jobs [n Industry.
t lans

0 cut g P P
should be Instituted to guarantee gov-
ernment workers are actually produc-
tive, and earn their keep, A record of
thelr daily actlvities should be manda-
tory and checked ... at all levels.
Public employces should be as produc-
tive and accountable aa any other

‘worker.

All of these things can happen, and
must, if Lhe American economy Ls to
Improve as it ahould. It will take co-
operative efforts of government, work-

ers, companies, and unlon leaders to
make It work, and it will take time.

Kenneth Kemp

' Farmington Hills
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