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Can Tractor power halt

By Tom Beer
statf writer

“Harrison's a very solid football team, the best
overall team we've seen all . That was Dear-
born Fordson football coach Charles Jestice prals-
Ing the Harrison Hawks.

“Fordson's defense s really tenaclous, Those kids
really hit." That was one of the many nico things
Harrison coach John Herrington had to say about
the Fordson Tractors.

This Mutual Admiration Society will be disband-
ed at 1 p.m, Saturday when Harrison and Fordson
clash on the artificial turf of the Pontinc. Silver-
dome with the Michigan Class A high schoo! foot-
ball champlonahip golng to the winner.

Harrison, unbeaten through llatnlght games
mhmn,mlulwmymmmmumt
Saturday, uslng two fleld goals by Dave Blackmer
1o ellminate previously-unbéaten Milford Lakeland,
-3, In tho Class A playoff semiilnal on & muddy
Blrmlngham Groves field,

‘The kicking game made the difference for once-
‘beaten Fordson in its $-0 semlfinal victory over Sa-
gioaw Arthur Hill last Sam-day at Lanlng Sexton
High School,

FORDSON SHOULD be picked to win by most
the Detroit experts,”
belleves.

"1 think Fordson will be favored golug in becausa
of its tremendous footbail reputation and its victo-
ries over teams like Moaroe and rn) Edsel
Ford,” be sald. "l'm sure this will be our toughest
game of the season.”

Offensively, Jestice has used both the popular
Power-I and the old-fashioned full-house backiield
formations to roll up 278 palnts {n the 11 games this

season.

“Fordson has a power offense, ground oriented,”
Herrington sald, "and they take (¢ right to you.”

Fordson's offensa revolves around left halfback
Kevin Harris, & 5-foot-11, 176-pound senlor who
missed the first two games of the scason but haa
since come on to gals more than 700 yards, and
senlor quarterback Larry Kopchla, who is consid-
ered a running threat because of his size (6-5, 210).

Other running threats are senfors Laercio Pugina
(5-11, 173) and Paul Polrzcba (5-10, 180), Fordson's
top lineman Is guard Bill Kiafoulls (6-0, 205). Place
kicker Dick Brooks, a junior, made good on a 30-
yard fleld goal, hls flrat success In four attempts
this season, to beat Arthur Hill,

“Wé're golng to bave to find a way (o stop that
power running game,” Herrington zald. “Our de-
fense has risen to the occaslon befare. Hopa they
can do !t one more time.”

FORDSON'S DEFENSE has given up more
polnts (93) than Harrison’s (33), but the Tractors
bave some rugged defenders, including Harria at
safety and Kinfoulls at Unebacker, Other malnstays
are senlor ends Mark Brown (5-11, 180) and Mario
Brunett! {8-2, 190) and halfback Hassan Jafer (5.7,
160).

‘Our defense has risen to
the occasion before. Hope

they can do it one more
time.’ .
—John Herrington
Harrison coach

Harrison would seem to bo at the top of its game
right now. The Hawk offense, potent with the run-
ning of sophomore tailback John Miller {8-2, 180)
and the running and place kicking of senor
Blackmer (5-10, 180), bes been overshadowed by
the defense, which has six shutouts, ineluding a 23-0
thumplog of Bloomfleld Hills Labser 1o the flrst
olayoif game,

Blackmer, whe plays fullback and linebacker
when his foot scrvices aren't required, tied the state
high achool field goal m:ord when he kicked a 55-
yarder last season. His field goals agalnst Lakeland
went 34 and 32 yards,

Harrison also has an excellent passer In senlor
quarterback Ken Kish (8-1, 175), who likes to throw
to senlors Jim Adams (5-9, 160), Rlck Main (8-3,
175) and Gordie Dawsan (8-1, 165).

Hawk defensive atandouts are nose guard Ji
Barkach (5-11, 185), tackles Tim Smiglelski (.'rll,
195) and Jerry Eiren (5-10, 195) and cornerback
Flen Baker {5-9, 160),

“You bave to play a sound, complets game to
beat Harrison,” Jestice sald, “and I don't know tbat
anyone can do It. Harvison kicks the ball well and
plays i:cellenr. defense. They have enough offease
togetby.”

BOTH TEAMS have been to the Dome for blg
games before.

Harr{son won the Class B champlonship last year
by upsetting Muskegon Catholic Central In the
flnals. The 1980 Hawks made the B playoff lch.!
before Josing to Okemos. In 1978, Harrison lost

Midiand Dow in Lhe Clasa A flnal. Fordson ad-
vanctdtolhacuuA(mm in 1980 only to drop a
6-0 declslon to Birmingham Brother Rice. Fordson
also made the playolfs in 1979, when it lost to Red.
ford Catholic Central In the first mund and axa!n

in 1931, when it fell to Escanaba In the seml|

Tha 1972 Tractors were ranked No. 1 In lha atate

with a 9-0 record.

Fordson shares tho Great Lakes Elght football
chnmplun:hlp with Monroe and Wyandotte. Monroe
beat the Tractors, 24-14, but Wyandotte came back

1o shock Monroe, 28-0,

Harrison won the champlonshlp of the new West-

ern Lakes Activitics Association by beating tough
Plymouth Salem, 147, In (he eight game of the reg-

ular season,

Harrison's Rick Main (86) closes in on Millord Lake-
land's Darrin Campbell during a the state Class A somi-
flnal football game last Saturday at Birmingham
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Rick Wood won 11 of 17 dual meets over
the paat two years for the Rochester
 Adams cross country team.

ro- r ) !

Despite injury,
Davey deserves

All-Area billing

By Marty Budner
ataff wrller

Joe Davey never had a chme?bw

QGirle’ All-Area cross
country team inside.

prove It. But,
Rice coach Bob Stark belleves to (Lhls
day that his talented runner fa undoubt.
cdly one of the state’s premler cross
country performers.

Davey, a savvy veteran who logged
more miles than Atlas Van Lines over
his four-year Warrlor carcer, ed
flth at lnst year’s atate meet. He had
‘won the Oakland County champlonship
this year with a tima nt 18 mlnn(u ml
and was 8 for the state cham.
plonship mect at Filnt's IMA Brook-
wood Golf Course.

Then, the Injury bug blt him some

woeks before the state meet.

Davey's determination and dedlca.
tlon had Stark saying that he woulda't
be sutprised if his prized runner partie
lplled in the mw meet desplts & pag-

. ging muscle pull. But It pever hap.

“He pulled a muscle n his leg and

' Just coulda’t run the reat of the season,”

sald Stark,

*I think Joa was deflnltely one of the
three best runners In the state. I think
he could have been a winner thia year, 1
hmv If he would have run we could

(Iune finished 18th overall).

“He beat the state champlon — Joe
Schmidt of Grosse Polnte North — at
the Shrine’ Invitational,” sald' Stark,
*“In his four years on the ieam, we won
four reglonal champlonships, three

* county champlonships md threo Catho-

lic Leagus titlea”

DAVEY, A three-time all-county
runner who is contemplating George-
iown Univernity to furtber his edaca-
tion, is ono of elght runners recently se-
Tocied by a panel of area coaches {0 the

1082 Observer & Eccentric boya’ cross

country team.

The other flrst-team members In-
clude teammata CLUf Krug, Rick Wood
of Rochester Adams, Eric Wittenberg
of Blrmingham Seaholm, Chris Clark of
West Bloomfleld, Bob Thompson of Ro-
chester, Brian Hobart of North Farm-
Ington and Ken Nash of Troy.

Jlm Wood of Sonlhmld Christlan
was plcked 2a coach of the year.

Hero I3 a profile of the other first-
team runners:

(GOAL) runner vp In 1981, won the
1082 leagua champlonship with 3 sea.
son-best time of 18:14, He waa aixth at
this year’s regional meet and flnished
30th at the stale meet. Clark won four
of ﬂva dual meets this fall. "He was a

dy runner for us, and be was
mruu 1o come on at the end of the

title, and finlshed fourth at the regional
at Cazs Benton Park. A transfer stu-
dent thls year from Texas, Hobart
made (he All-County team by taking
eighth place at the annual O
County meet. He finlshed 34lh at the
state meet In the Indlvidual race. .

CLIFF XRUG (seslory Krug was an
All-Catholic and All-Regional runner
for' Brother Rice. Krug was the fop
runner (sixil-place overall) In leadiog
Rica to its third stralght reglonal
champlonship, Krug was 18th overall
at tha county meet. This was Krug's
[irst year on the varsity.
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Groves. Harrleon won that game to advance fo the
Class A playoits Seiurday In the Pontiac Silverdome.

Bill Meidell, Trip Bosart

MEET DIRMINGHAM'S
NEW RESIDENT EXPERTS
'ININVESTMENTS.

Now all the investment expert-
ise of McDonald & Company is
available close to home. Wayne
Gwizdala, Kip Petherick, Bill
Meidell and Trip Bosart look
forward to meeting you in the
professional setting of their new
offices in Birmingham Place.
They'll be happy to discuss
your investment objectlves any
time during business hours, or in
the evenings and on Saturdays
by appointment. Their advice is

backed by McDonald's mare
than 50 years of expertise in
listed and over-the-counter secu-
rities, municipal and corporate
bonds, tax shelters, money-
market instruments and options,
as well as our Corporate and
Municipal Finance Departments.
Call Wayne, Kip, Bill or Trip
at 5401221, Or visit them in
Suite 333, Birmingham Place,
401 South Woodward Avenue,
Birmingham, Michigan 48011.
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The better you know us the better your future looks
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