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Nightclub gives Frisco’s a special touch

By Elhel Simmons
staff wrltor

h OU DON'T HAVE TO go all
. the way to San Francisco to
get in the mood of Lhat fabu-

lous city. .

‘The former Stafford's restaurant at
the Orchard Mall on Orchard e and
W. Maple roads in West Bloomfleld has
a new pame, menu, decor and enter-
tainment concept, The theme s Nlus-
trated by the name — Frisco's.

Dennls Vatals, a Weat Bloomfleld

‘Township board trustec, is in partner-

ship with hia brother Ted, who operates
Frisco's. Dennis sald the restaurant
had been In a five-year battle to get a
llquor Hlcense. The townshlp turned
them down, bul the court gave them 2
license and, “We immediately remods.
eled.” be sald.

Today, Frisco's 1 a classy nightclub
and cocktall lounge, aa well as an infor-
mal restaurant. In the evenings, the
Bllly Kallao Trio plays for listening
apd danclog, Tuesdays-Saturdays.

SWERE THE only restaurant in
West Bloomfield with danelng and live
entertalnment,” Valsls said, polnting
out that Confetti’s nearby has a plano
bar only.

In Fricso's lounge, Happy Hour ls
from 3-8:30 p.m. seven days a week,
with Carl Steger at the piano. The bar

ﬂw Includes a small oyster and shrimp

Te

Nightlife customers pestle In rasp-
berry and black banquettes, or sit
around small round tables. The old ban-
Guet room that had been turned Into an
entertalnment room for the Comedy
Castle and then the Comedy Capers hns
become the intlmate setting for drinks,
food and fun.

Throughout the dimly Lt room, big
color photographs of San Franclsco re-
mind one of the City by the Bay, Staf-
ford's coatroom waa taken over for a
bandstand, and the wall alopgslde it
facing the inside of the mall has a

gh
technique. The photos enclosa the area,
in an eye-arreating way,

DAVID SAVAGE of Tmage Designers
in Troy s (he man behind Frisco's Inte-
rior design. Savage also has donc a res-
taurant in Waterford bullt around the
thema of Uptown New York.

Vatals' first cholee for a city mothf
was New York but since that was al-
ready taken, San Franciso was the hap-
py, second cholce.

“Savage made a special trip to San
Francisco to take these photos,” Vatals
sald, of the origlnal photographs dls-d

an

The bar arca has been enlarged to
seat 90 customers, while the dinlng
room loat about 30 seals, now seating
150, Stafford’s atald setting has been
mphced)ln the dln!.lnx w by floral-

ceiling fans, and black-and-white photo
blowups of boata and paraphernalla at
Flsherman’s Wharf.

A meny designer came up with the
colorful, tall meau fronted with a
cablecar drawing of San Francisco.
The menu opens to reveal an arTay of
falrly inexpensive snacks and dinners.

VATSIS SAID salads and Mexican,
Greek and American dishes are promi-
pent on the menu. *“The price structure
1 quita moderate. Frankly, It's on the
cheap side.”

Sunday brunch, “ail you can eat" of
treakfnst items served, costs $4.19.
Hours for the family brunch are § a.m.
to 8 pm. Regular restaurant hours are
11 a.m. to 11 p.m. Mondays-Thursdays,
11 am. to 1 pm. Fridays, 9 am. to 1
am. Saturdays and 8 a.m. to 11 p.m.
Sundays.

The bar is open till 2:30 a.m, seven
days a weck, and food may be ordered
tn the bar unti! restaurant elosing time.

"Unquestionably, it's the bat-ltﬁkl-‘

Ing in West
Vatsls sald. "] want to make it into the

played the
dinlng roem.

P and enter center of
West Bloomfietd."

d's restaurant has undergone a name
changoe and then some. Tho new nightciub and

oyec

Frisco's.

cocktal! lounge area has illuminated skyline views

of San Francisco, in keeping with the new name:

Good voices spark musical about senior citizens

Performances of the Birming-
ham Village Players® production of
the musical *70, Giris, 70" continue
at 830 pm. Fridays-Saturdays,
through Dec. 4. For ticket informa-
tion, call 644-2075.

By Barbara Michals
spoclal writer

‘Though the title suggests scores of
young chorusglrls, “70, Glrls, 70° actu-
ally features singing a1d dancieg by

actors and actresses pottraying spry .

sealor citizens of three scorc and 10.
Sportlng gray wigs or powdered balr,
the Blrmingham Village Players are
the most vigorous, spirited scptu-
agenarians one can imagine.

The show boaats cxcellent vocal tal-
ent and seems to have much audience
appeal, even though there Is not one
memorable. song in the Kander and
Ebb score. .

. THE .
INCREDIBLE!

AND FRAMES

from around the world!

ASPECTACULAR GOLLECTION OF
ORIGINAL OIL PAINTINGS

GIGANTIC SELECTION
Every Sublect, color und siyle (maginabse by talonted artists

—

review

The musle is lively, but the many be-
tween-scene humbers seldom justify
thelr existence. The feeble running gag
Is that costume changes take forever
because the cast is 80 old, thus necessi-
tating the extrancous songs In front of
the curtaln.

At the Sussex Armns, a scedy residen.
tial hotel for senior citizens, the drab
denizens lead uneventful lives untll ona
of their group strikes jt rich as a shop-
1iter, Ida (Lee Rosender) wants to
share her good fortune with ber friends
and entreats them to help her expand
her operation and put some excltement
1n thelr Uves.

IDA’S GANG speclallzes in furs, tak-
ing only from the blg storea “that can
afford it* and golng to great lengths to
retwrn a mink [nadvertently taken
from a small business, Soon the merry
band of senior delinquents s rolling in
furs, with most of Lhe proflts golng to
Bprice up the Sussex Aryns and make it
a shelter tor the Indigent eldecly.

Le: rosender does an outstanding
job as 1da. She bas a strong, pleasant
volce and a commanding stage pres-
enco that s further enhanced by her
striking costumes. Ida ls part Auntie
Mame, prodding ber {fellow oldsters to
live every day to the (ullest, and part
“unsinkable” Molly Brown, unfallingly
cheerful whes adversity flnally atrikes,

The other members of Lhls aver-the-
il gang all do flne work. Peg Hum-
phrey has great vocal gusto as Gert,
the former store detective who now
slides easily into erime, Phil Whelan
nicely delivers some difficult patter

songs as Harry, a bank retiree now In
charge of diagramming the helsts.

Alice Christaper Is amusinf as the
easily befuddled Eunlee, and Ben Ben-
son’s Walter Ls a pillar of moral indlg-
natlon unul he confesses he is an ex-
con. An engaged couple, Christopher
and Benson are especlatly endearing
when they coyly speculate about thelr
sex llves in the musical number “Do
We or Don't We?”

Anothier musical number that works

: LIVE OPERA

RESTAURANT
Every Wed.

P Cover Charge
COCKTAIL HOUR - 3-8 PM
Stop In and see our 450 year old bar

well s when Patrick Lynch as Eddle,
the bellhop, teams with DeeDee Johns-
Charlton as his grandmother. Lynch's
powerful, resonant voice deserves
more than one 30lo, and Johns-Charl-
ton's zesty hoafing reminds everyone
not to underestimate their grannies.

LATER ADDITIONS to the gang are
out-of-work waltreases Melba and Frit-
11, played by Lindsay Balmer and Ann
Welsman. These two belt out numbers

with great aplomb, though they never ‘
got a decent song to put thelr energles

into. .
Wiih 16 scene changes, director Isa- |
bel Himelhoch cannot be blamed for ;
the show's choppiness, Himelhoch, mu- -
sical director Priscilla Benson and cho- +;
reographer Debbie Cragin have lnstill
«ed the productlon with great buoyancy.
Desplie the play's sophisticated New
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ALBAN'S

"Boitle & Baskd

Restaurant & Delicatessen

SUNDAY SPECIALS
« GHICKEN CORDON BLUE « LONDON BROIL
« BAKED FISH
Inztud23F otnloos, Salad, Roll & Butter

$3.99

e PLYMOUTHRAD, Fonte &’ Amore
UVONIA RESTAVRANT o

Woodward at Long Lake Raad
Bloomiield Hilis 642-0100
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* 4220170 2

Orcharg Lv. R4, at Cany 18 Rd
ALL SEATS $150 Cavl 662: 1900
NOW $}GWING THRU THUNSOAY, DEC. 1
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ADMISSION

THIS AD WILL ENTITLE THE BEARER TO
N FAZE ADMISSION
SUNDAY TWAU THURSOAY
$2COND. s
OFFER EXPIRES DECEMBER W4, Y9t

| KEEGO CINEMA
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TIOIXYIYTOIIXY

icnal Lampoon's

T YOI XIIYXIYIIXE

Served from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm
Adults $6.95 Children under § §4.95

Kingsley Inn

Make Reservations Now for fianach &

Foatbalf Chartered Buses.

Vated Brst Hotel Di

by Monthly Detroil Magazine

mmy Lavnce
PHOduclione, Inc.
presents

A Comedy
by Bernard Slade

Grour Hates &
Perlormances Avalable -
Fa al. .
Cochlals 7 pm
Dinner 7-3pm
Show 8§45 pm
Wed,
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IT'S AMAZING Wl o & COTIR 47 TG AxATIONS
Farmington Hills 855-4600
YOU MUST SEE IT TOBELIEVETI - 4‘:':\‘ - _THANKSGIVIN SPECIAL
LARGE PARTY ROOM ¢ CATERING i ¥ For parties of 3 or moro: Buy 2 ! )
THIS SUNDAY ONLY NEW EXPANDED MENU ¢ LO-CAL ITEMS dinners and we will give you the 3rd P 3
Nov. 28 10 AM. to § P.M. ~- dlnner FREE! The free dinner witl be wppe COUPON -
7 HOURS ONLY of equal or less valuo than the other 8 THANKSGIVING SPECIAL 1
2, Olfer ends Dec. 17, 1982. Good | TOKYO ]
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