1 know a very competent and experi-
enced backgammon player who waa
i the brunt of an occaslonal barb for his
assertion that, "Every game of -back.
;gammon ia a race.” N
i Strictly speaking, the game docan't
become a pure race untll ono slde gels
;all his men past the opponent’s most
backward man, If the opponent holds
your one polnt and you are bearing
your men off, ke might retain the hope
of hitting a shot right up to the very
" end of the game.

But from your point of view, the
. game is a race cven though you may
. have opposition every step of the way.
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In the tion diagrammed above,
white has a flve-four to play. There are
only two vlable optlons: moving both
men from the black seven point or
moving both men from (he black 12
palnt. The latter play has the advan-
tage of not leaving black a chance to
kit on hla next roll, plus the dublous ad-
vantage -of malotalnlng pressure on

B
black and Impeding his foreward prog-

ress,

BY ‘BREARING the black seven
«polnt, whita 13 hoping 1o get away and
reduce the game o a race,

In order to know whether white is
better off trylng to run or trying to stay
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back and {ight, the overriding consider-
atlon is the atatus of the race. This s
detérmined by making what is called a
“pip count,” where each man counts for
the minimum number pectssary (0
bear that man off.

Each man on the white onc-palot
counts one, each man on the white five-
polpt counts five and soon.

White's home table counts to a total

~ot 40, The men in black's cuter tabls
are counted by the same method with
the men on black's 12-polnt counting 18
pips each and the men on Lhe black sev-
en.polnt valued at 18 aplece,

White's total plp count is 102, By us-
ing the same technlqua from the other
side, we will flnd that black has & plp
count of 113.

WE NOW KNOW that white isup 11
pips In the race before he plays kLis
flve-four, After hla play he will be up
20, Belng so far abead, shite should re-
alize that he will be forced to get hia
back men moving long before black
will, This is especlally true whea your
opponeat’s back men are more ad-
wvanced than your own. \

To see why this is so, lct's assume
that white makes the inferior play of
bringing the men (rom black's 12-point
into his outer board. Within two or
three rolls whits will have brovght
those men into his home table and be {n
a poaltion whero he will be forced to
break the black seven-polat with any
vumber including 2

Black, on the other hand, will be able
to use (he buildera In his cuter table to
make a better home board and still re-
tain either hls elght- er nine-polnt as

OUTER | well os the white 12-point. At the critl-
WHITE TABLE ] cal juneture, when whito 18 compelied
-4 1o break his back polnt, black will bave

a double shot at white's last man and
be a strong favorite to hit and wia the

game,

I white breaks his back polat now
and Jeaves his opponent the two shot,
now he ls better than a two to one fa-
vorite to escape unscathed. As & gener-
al rule, if you have a substantinl lead in
the race, it Is in your best interest to
simpllfy the game and attempt to re-
duce the game to a stralght race where
you will enjoy an edge.

In a certain scnse every game of
backgammon 18 a race, The raco ls
most often a marathon through an ob-
stacle course. But if you were a world-
class sprinter with a clear advantagein
speed, wouldn't it be nice to reduce that
grueling marathon to & 100-yard dash?

Jeff Starr of Southfield, an exccl-
tent backgammon player and a true
world-class bridge player, has taken
over direction of the Cavendish
North backgammon club fn South-
field, as fts new oumer-proprietor.
He {2 full of energy, enthusiasm and
good tdeas.

I continue as backgammon
{sntructor and tournament director,
We plan to expand our tournament
schedule in the very near future. We
#till have our 8 pm., Wednesday
Novice Tournament, with one rew
feature — o half-hour positional
analysis (very similar to these col-
umns), with { d:
period. This will run from 7:15 to
7:45 p.m. for those players able to
come a few minutes eariy.

For further informaition call the
club at 642-5616,
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‘Pirates’ on tour
Den Goodspeed and Maureen Brennan are ihe hero Frederic and
the Mabel in a éew touring production of Jésaph Papp's
Broadway-based “Pirates of Ponzance,” coming to Detroit's
Fishar Theatare for five weeks beginning Jan. 11. Thia will be the
socond subacription play of the season, For ticket information and
performance times, call 827-1000.
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