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Municipality rejects offer to inherit house

By Doug Funke
staff writor

While Troy clty officlals appreclated
the offer, they reluctantly have declin-
od to accept a gift .of a house and an
acre of property from the estate of
long-time resldent Eva Haus,

Mre. Haus, who dled Jan. 16 at the
age of 85, wiiled the property 1o the
clty with the stipulation that it be used
for park purposes.

However, it was the consensus of city
department heads, who carefully stud-
Jed the proposal, that the site lso’t con-
docive to park activities,

Additionally, it was determined that
the city doesn't have the funds to make
the modifications necessary to develop
the property into a functlonal park and
provide for its upkeep.

‘The will requires that the house and
grounds contlnue to exist in thelr cur-
reat conditlon. However, ne provisions
were made in the will to help pay for
the maintenance of the site.

. The property, on Dequindre between
BIg Beaver and Maple, contalas a two-
story home of approximately 2,200
square feet.

Scveral variety of fruit trees and two
garages are on the one-acre parecl.

ROGER KOWALSKI, parks and rec-
reatlon director, cited lack of acceas to
the site, projected staffing costs and
projected remodelling costs to make
the house suitable for recreational pur-
poses in recommending against aceept-
Ing the gift.

Joseph Howey, library and muscum
dlrector, reported that the Haus alte
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didn't ﬂt info the plans of the dty L-
brary or museum,

“The museum would not be interest.
ed {n making any commitments for op-
erational funds to support it," Howey

wrote. .
Laurence Kelsling, planalng direc-
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tor, also recommended against accept-
ing the property. i

*Consldering the size and location of
the property, the nature of the ezhw:x
bulldings and the exiating and potential

recreation sites and lad.utlu In the
area, the subject property should
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The Haus property ks surrounded by
, west and south and a sealor

citizen apartment complex to the east.
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back to Mn. Haus' estate, uld Clty At

Give Them A
Hobby Christmas |

torney Peter

*Her hlllbmd und she (Mrs, Haus)
bad, 1 think, & farm which was pur
chatod in the pastin plm by devalnp-
ers and subdlvided,” recalled City Man-
ager FrlnkaL:nacku
“By the late 19803, 1 think, most of
the farm aite and !And; were bought off

by people in the business of nbdlvuunz
and platting” Gerstenecker contimied.

“She kept the original site and prop-
erty for her own gardening purposes,”
he sald. “She was a very pice persory, &
kind of salt-of-the-earth type. gar-
ﬁmed and took great pride in lhe

Magic is his beat,
kids are his fans
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Things have been disap-
pearing around Athens ll!gh
School thesa days and it's not
due to thleves. On Saturday morzings,
youngsters report for l.helr weekly les-
son In magle, d by

dren, the Troy classes are for young-
sters as young as seven,

After 21 years In magic, St. John Is-

ndept at teaching his young students

g from how to dress for the

auga to how to work off a table. Many

par

Mark St. John.

They learn everything from card
tﬁch to publle speaking and in ad-
anco classes even learn how to bulld a
luxe platform for disappearing acts.
While St. Jobn has had students as old
as a 93-year-old man who wanted to

g0 on to stage lttlo shows to
impress thelr elementary-school
{riends,

The fall class wound to a magical
end with a show staged by his students
on Nov. 20, but another Saturday Sen-
sation class will be beld fn the winter,
Watch for detalls in the parks and rec-
reation department bulietin — that ls,

learn tricks to mystify his hl

untess St. John belore then!

Coleman at cooks’ show

Tom Coleman, son of Mr. and Mra,
Peter Coleman of Nestlewood Lane,
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