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By M.B, Dillon Ward
stalf wrltor

Farmington Hills' oppartunity to de«
velop a majer recreation complex has
moved a step further away from real-
{zation. .

Property owner Nicholas Spleer,
tired of walting for clty officlals to
make up thelr minds, has put hls 211-
acre slte up for sale

He listed the property on Oct. 25
with a real estate broker but waited -
until last week to post “for sale” signs
on the property.

Spleer had appronched the counell
shortly after his mother, Eleanor
Splcer, died In June. Splcer offered the
clty flrst chance at purchasing the par-
cel.

“I llsted 3t because I haven't heard
anything from the city. I can't sit here
forever with raw land,” sald Spicer,

The land Is located near the Farm-
ington Communly Center north of 10
Mile and west of Farmington Road,

‘The asking price s $13,500 an acre,
or $2,850,000, accordlng to Mark
Thomas of Welr, Manucl, Snyder and
Ranke, Inc. The price tag rep: a
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began looking Into possible purchase of
the land when an unappropriated suc-
plus of more than $1 mililon recently
u%pcnrcd on the city's books. The coun.
el

reduction from the $20,000 per acre
Spicer originally sought.
“We've had a surprising number of

inquiries considering the slow - times

we're facing. It's being llsted Interna-
tionally. The information hasa’t been
out very long, but we've had contacts
from two local developers as weill as
onc from out-of-state.”

Farmington Hlls council members

a study how-
cver, that study group ks delaylng ac.
tion untll a decislon Is reached by the
Oakland County Parks and Recreatlon
Commission.

‘The county’s commisslon will learn
in early December whether it will
recelve a state grant to help purchase
of the property.

“We're cncouraging the county (to
purchasc the property) for a number of

reasens, We don't have a county park in
the arca, and we pay counly taxes just
like everyone clse, sald councll
member Donn Woll, :

"We want {a park) badly for the com-
munlty, and I think the county has the
wherewlthal and means to do it. We'd
Jike some input Inte what goes into 1,
and 1 would think the county would
welcome aur [deas,”

Counell member Fred Hughes, to be
installed as mayor In January, says ev-
crythlng “Is going pretty much accord-
Ing to plan,

"At this point I'm fairly satisfied
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Council balks at conirolling park property

with the process. It's coming to the de-
<clsion point with the county and poten-
tal funds from the Kammer (Land)

it fund.” . .

Hughes sald short of outright pur-
chase by the county, Farmington Hills
could “make a declslon to finance and
develop the property” on lis own or
wlth the city of Farmington and the
county.

*The blg thrust of the council's con.
cern s trylng to ensure the avallabllity
of the propesty.”

Financing possibilities open to the
clty aside from use of its surplus In-
clude selling bonds and a third party
1and contract, Hughes added.

Mayor pro-tem Willlam Lange sald
§f “the county were to purchase the
land and give it (o the city, I would be

- FFarminaton Obgerver

in favor of developlng it. At the very
onset It could be used as a nature trall
and a cross-country ski trall.

“But we're more or less waiching the
county's progress. If the grant (the
county recelves) ts less than what the
purchaser would want, I'd questlon I
the city would put in some money,”

Lange sald the Issuc should be placed
on the ballat for a vote by Farmington
Hills cltizens If purchase would neces-
sitate an increase In taxes. If the cost
to the clty were $300,000 or under, the
cggmll should act independently, he
a 3
In the event the Jand s purchased by
the county, Councll member Jody Soro-
nen doubts the parks commisslon
would let Farmington Hllls develop lt.
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By Cralg Plechura
staft writer

“They're called “dormant” subdlvi-
slons by city planning and zoning ofil-
cfals but they look Uke ghost towns to
anyone living in one.

When Interest rates began cllmblng
In 1979 it's no secret that new housing
starts plummeted to the polnt where
they're atmost non-exlstent in Farm-
ington Hllls, Bullding permits hit a high
of 730 In 1979 but bottomed out to only
89 issued last year, The most glaring
examples of the way the housing mar-
ket dried up can be found by driving
north on Haggerty
13 Mile.

betweon 12 Mile asd - ther loformatioa (s avallable, - - -

paved roads, the underground utility
boxes and gas pipes sticking up from
the ground. Lots jor 125 homes are ap-
proved and ready to go but there are no
buyers and hence no homes.

A mile further up the road there is
an attractlve brick-and-woed entrance
heralding the Farmington Ridge subdl.
vision. A sign nearby Informa prospee-
tive customers that what Is golng in are
“Shackett-Bullt Homes — Quality Cus-
tom Bulldera For Over Fllty-Flve
Years.”

Call the number on the circa-197¢
sign and you get a recording telling you
the number’s been disconnected, no fur-

Shetdon Shackett built tho $180,000

Flrst’you'll find Farmington Brook house of the Anson famlly at 30450
subdlvision. The only way to tell it's Knalghton in Farmington Ridge n June
platted as a subdivision are the winding  of 1981 when the [nterest rate — with

Farmington Ridge

Gorbage is strewn around the perimeter of an

20-percent dowm on a 30-year mort-
gage — was at 16 percent, according to
Carol Anson.

NOTHING WOULD lock amlss In 2
phatograph of the colonlal-style house
— unless the photographer used a
wide-angle lens,

The lawn looks neat as a pin but all
around it are 475 undeveloped lots, The
Anson's four children visit frlends from
the Walled Lake Schools but thelr near-
cst nelghbors live almest a quarter-
mile away i the subdlvision,

“Before they couldn't build houses

fast encugh around here and now look
at 1" sald-Mra~Anson.” “I-likezthe .
home, I llke the ‘ares, I think the kids
would like a few more ncighbors but
we've gotten used to it I'll feel llke
they're Intruding on my privacy when

in the sparsely

Barren streets mark landscape
of these undeveloped subdivisions

they start building again.”

e Ansons moved (o Farmington
Hllls from Aven Lake, Ohlo, which i3
about 45 minutes west of Cleveland,
:l:uc to a job transfer with Ford Motor

0.

They realize the timing couldn't have
been worse but likc almost everyone
who recently purchased a home .or
hopes to, the Ansons are waillng for the
mortgage Interest rates to come down,

For the Ansons the magle number Is
13 percent but for many potential
buyers and developers the hope is that
mortgage ratea drop back down to 12
pereent.

3 Ly
" “People I talk to say if interest rate
get around 12 percent we'll get some

The few homos which have been bullt In the Farmingion Ridge
Ision ar y resi
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Thie was to be Lancaster Street In the Farmingt
counted thls just among the many empty streets which dot cily development.

who say de Is a mixed
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Dispatcher presses forward on suit against city

By M.B. Dillen Ward
staff writer

A former Farmington Hills Pollce
Department dispatcher has refused to
accept a $20,000 award from the Oak-
fand County Clreult Court mediation
board to settle a falsc arrest suit,

Gayna Wllling, 23, was arrested at
wik Dec. 23, 1979 and charged with
lareny over $100, a felony carrying a
matimum four-year prison lerm. Will-
ing vas trled and acquitted In Oakland
Caurty Clreuit Court in October 1980,

Whing was charged with steallng
$900 {rom the purse of co-worker Ka-
thy Bylls.

. TheFarmington High School gradu-
ate Isisecking $750,000 In damages,
claimify she was falsely arrested and
imprisaied in violation of her constltu-
tlonal rghts, Named in the sult are
Farmingon Hills Police Chief John Ni-
chols, S§. Albert Havmer, Sgt. John
Officer Jane Kolasa. The
ted to go to trinl in the
spring of PB3 before Ozkland County
rt Judge Steven N, An-

The Ciy Pouncil recently discussed
ept the award durlng an
. stssion before Willing re-
fected G ofhr, .

“It's nd enbugh, not for the suffering
1 went though,” Willing sald, It hardly

Ry " Y

covers my attorney fees ($18,000), and
it has taken me a year and a half to
{ind another job.

“I'm not asking for an outrageous
sum, but a'reasonable amount to cover
the back pay, damages, and all the
time I was out of work,” said Wllling,
who works as waltress while studying
business data processing at Macomb
County Community College.

“It'a really hard. You can'’t even tell
anyone what happencd. It's such a long
exptanatlon that you have to get Into
detail, It really hurts.

“You never think it could happen to
you, and when It does, other poople
don't understand the degradation, hum-
illatlon and agony — just for belng In
the wrong place at the wrong time."

Willlng charges that the poRce vie-
lated her clvil rights.

“All they had to do was take off my
patch, but they conducted a mass strip
search, which is not normal police pro-
cedure, and took away my unlform,”
2ald Willing.

“They gave me a blue paper garment
and marched me back down the hall-

way and locked me, into the men's cell*

for four hours. There wasn't cven a
bathroom, just a stinky urinal.
"I was treated like an anlmal.”
Willing was balled out of jull pn
Christmas Eve by her parents, Joseph
and Velma Willing, who lived in Farm-

R

ington Hills for clght years belore re-
tiring to Mt. Clemens,

Willing holdg an 23sociate’s degree in
criminal justice and has not ruled out &
return to pollce work.

“I was thinking serlously about po-
lce work when 1 was worklng lfor
Farmington Hills, and I'd try It agaln,”

she sald.

“In fact I've applled for securlly
work wlth Velkswagen, Ford and
Chrysler plants, and with private com-
panles. They turned me down,

*“At first I was telllng them the whole
story. Later I left it all oul and just
sald T was golng to schoal durlng the

Litter is handy
for Goodfellows

By Cralg Piechurs

staft writer o

Santa works in mysterfous ways.

Some needy famlly In Farmington or
Farmlogton HIlls will“cat well this
Christmes because a 18-year-old splii
slx-pack of Mliller's beer with his by
dleslnaflcld.

Say what? .

Students In the prize-winning class at
Farmington High School used a bit of
unconventional Ingenulty in ralslng
donatlons for the annuai Goodlellow
Canned Food Drive.

One of the students, nobody seems to

» know jlst- who,suggested combing.the
£i8lds around an indusirlal patk under -

constructlon on Halsted Road for emp-
ty bottles of beer left behind by under-
age party-goers. .
\Students say the locatlon Is a prime
“:pol for impromptu beer parties. Many
who party at the location leave deposit
bottles behind which were claimed by
students in Tom Krupka's fourth-hour
physles class during the canned-food
drive.
Due to their elforts In callecting
empties, as well as the more tn;dlllan‘
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time 1 worked as a dspatcher, which T
was. That stlll didn't go over. 'm up a
ereck clther way.”

Nichols has denied that Willing's ca-
reer In law enforcement Is ruined.

“An arrest without conviction Is not
Included in an employment record,” hie
sald.

Should the case go 1o trial, Wikling's
attorney Richard Amberg is confident
of victory,

“The police would be very smart to
settle this out of court, But if It goes to
trial, we have an excellent chance of
winning,” he sald.
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R. Tonarelli placed an
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