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*See What I Say’

{Fys8

Film tells story of concert interpreted for the deaf

By Loralne McClish
stalf writor

“See What I Say,” a film about a con-
cert that was Interpreted for the deaf,
will bo shown at 7:30 pm. Wednesday,
Dee. B In Room 308, J Bullding, on the
Orchard Ridge Campus of Qakland
Community College.

The showing will be followed by a
tecture-discussion led by Linda Chap-
man, one of three Michlgan teachers
who produced the fllm on a tight budg-
-et and has since gathered a sirlng of

.awards for the effort,

In 1881 “Sce What I Say” won
awards from the Amerfcan Film Festi-
val, the Athens Festival

years,” Chapman satd.

One faction advocates teaching lip
reading and the spoken language to
better integrate the deaf Into soclety
:nd'nnl Isolate the deaf only with the

eal. ) N

dents of Kenosha,
‘The central theme of the film is that
deaf people have a right to access and

Ideas.
“Belng deaf is an invisible handicap

30 we don't tend to make things acces- ‘The {llm closes on an emotional note,
alble to them,"” Chapman said, *We pro-
mate slgn language In the film as a
way two cultures can be brought to-

gether,

as Holly Near, the interpreter and the
audlence joln in singing a bailad about
women supporting one another, But the
share communicatlon between the

hearing and the deaf is emotlonally
portrayed throughout the entlre work.

Admlsslon to the film and Jecture Is
$3 at the doar.

‘The other factlon Bign
language because 40 percent of all
sounds are not ‘visible' as most people
do not enunclate clearly. If one whose
hearing s Impalred can't master oral
communlcation, sign language is the
only alternative.

When the three Hlmmukers took les-
sons In sign language to “get a better
feel for the movie,” Chopman sald,
“We were amazed to find it had its own

and the Sinking Creek Film Celebra-
on,

“All that was topped when it was
nominated for best documentary short
by the Academy of Motion Ploture Arts
and Sciences early this year,” Chap-
man sald,

The lilm stars Holly Near, a Jeader
in femlnist music and Susan
Freundlich, a sign-language interpret-

.er. The two comblne slgn language,
«dance and mime to bring the musle .
<alive for the hearing mpalred.

. Interspersed among the concert

»scences are knterviews with four women

ita own syntax, cven a din-
lect” .

Now a staunch advocate of sign lan-
guage, Chapman sald, “What many
don’t reallze Ls that there are 14 mlllion
deaf or hard of hearing persons In
Ameriea and that sign languege 18 the
third most used language, after English
and Spanish,

All of the women Interviewed In the
{lim tell of the time when the deaf
were forced to use only lip-reading and
the frustrations they felt with the en-
{forcement.
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part by Michigan Councll for the Arts
and Polaroid Foundatlon, but it took
three years of fund-ralsing for the pro-
ducers to get the necessary $24,000
when the flrst {funds ran out.

“I flgure we sold $4,000 worth of
light bulbs alone to get this film pro-
duced,” Chapman sald.

Chapman's students in Wayne Memo-
ria! High Schoal helped In the light bulb
sales. So did LeBanc's students in
Woodhaven High School,

‘When Stevens left Mlchlgan to take a
Job in Wisconsin, her students jolned In
the sale, selling light bulbs to the resi-

f‘ .who talk about the isolatlon of the deaf.
"

IT WAS A LONG road for Chapman
ind her co-producers, Pam LeBane and
'Fredi Stevens, from the time the three
:saw thelr {lrst ‘signed’ concert to learn-
«ing that thelr film had been nominated
or an Oscar.

Almost as soon as the fitm got under
H wu):’, they hit the flrst bump In that

road,

L1 “"We were very Immediately aware
«that we had taken sldes In a running
\dlspute between educators and medleal
professionals that has gone on for
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“Detroit Edison helped me?

“When I was in the hospital, their
Double Notice Protection Plan helped .

me keep my account paid up. They
sent a special notice o m

*Detroit Edison helped me”
“When | was laid off for awhile,

they stecred me to special assistance

programs that helped me pay

my electric bifls?

Elves deck
the halls for
lunch with Santa

. Ry
o o S
“Detroit Edison helped me”

“They told me about their Senior
Citizen Rate which begins at age 02,
Now I'm saving money on electric bills!”

*Detroit Edison helped me?”

“"They set up a special payment
plan to make it easy for me 10 v:_.:uch
up on my vverdue electric bills!

Santa's elves spent the week running in
and out of Farmington Community Cen-
ter decking the halis and getting things
ready for “Luncheons with Santa” Fri-
day, Saturday and Sunday, Dec. 3-5.
Elves who will be serving the 11 a.m. and
1 p.m. lunchea each day, help the phota-
grapher got pictures of the young guaests
with Santa and help with the entertain-
ment are Renee Thibodeau (at left in
forofront) with Christine Donlon, and
(above) Caryn Whitehouse, Friday lun-
cheons are roservad for schoo! groups
only. Advanced registrations for all three
days are $3.50 each, taken In the center
at 24705 Farmington Road. Special en-
tortalnment this season will come from
Superman,

“Help us help you?

tall, Detont Eddnon

If you're having trouble paving your ol
wants to help Sa in touch with De divon fust vz,
selephane or writ ery Derrot Edison Customer Otice bas
Custamer Representatives wha can help v muke sute soa ate
on the correet Lifeline Rate or other speaial rates ae with
any hill payment prablem so vou can aveid overdus bilis

Detwit Edison does everything possiisle to gt m wach with
you when your electric Bill 1s overdue 1o see i vou need help
Buz you can help by gettmng in touch with Detsont Edison

Deiroi
Edison

Help us help vou keep
the power in vour hands.




