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Harrison takes title with

By Tom Basr
slatf writor

To hear Dave Blackmer tell it, what
he dld was just ho blg deal.

All he did was usc his trusty right
foot to hand Farmington Harrison its
second-stralght high school football
champlonship before 31,413 frenzied
fans Saturday afternoon in the Pontlac
Stiverdome.

Blackmer, a senlor, closed out his
prep career in thrilllng fashion by kicke
ing a 24-yard fleld in tho aecond over-
time to Uit the Hawks past rugged
Dearbomn Fordson, 1714, In (e state
Class A title game.

*That kind of & field goal iso't really
a pressure fleld goal,” safd the S-foote
10, 180-prund Blackmer, who tied the

- ptate record when he kicked a §5-yard-
er In 1961 and made good on o couple
of 47-yarders this scason, at & post-
gome presa conference,

*It's 30 close.®

Now Harrison, the owner of 23-
stralght football victorics, has a Class
Auﬁewxowllh(heclmscmwnu
won in 1081, -

Coach John Herrington, who's guided
the Hawks to 12-stralght wins this sea-
son, added, “I knew he'd make It I nev-
er had a doubt.”

Blackmer, who's leaning toward the
University of Michigan, is a real triple
threat, running from the fullback posi-

ton on offensa and playing & rugged

linebacker on defense.

John Miller, Harrison's sophomora sensation, gained 70 yards and

Sophomore sensation John Miller,
Harrison's other offenslve weapon,
played yet ancther outstanding game
at taiiba

Desplte suffering a “slight” shoulder
scparation ln practice last week, the 8-

2, 180-pound Miller galned 70 yards on,

19 catries, proved himself an danger-
ous pass recelver and scored both HHS
touchdowns on sbort runs.
"Ha's only a sophomore, 80 he has &
long way to go,* Herrington sald at the
" press conference, laughing.

A knowledgable prep football ob-
server sald, very serlously, “I just can't
{magine Miller ptaying high school ball
another two years.”

MILLER CAME close to providing
the game-winning herolcs himself 1o
the closing seconds of the fourth quar.
ter with the scored tled at 7-all. Ruo-
nlng out of the backlield, ha got behind
Fordson's secondary and snsgged a
long pass from quarterback Kea Kish
and dashed down the aldeline toward
the Fordson goal.

Kevin Harrls, an outstanding two- .

way halfback, and Hassen Saad, com-
blned to make tho game-saving tackle
on the Fordson two-yard line as time
rap out,

Fordson, which finlshed at 11-2 (its
Jone regular-season loss was to Moo
roe, which it later beat in tho playoffs),
proved a worthy opponent wilh lis
“power” running and its surprisingly-
cffective passing game.

scored two touchdowns against Dearborn Fordson.

Fordson drew flrst blood as the wor-
khorse Harrls ran three yards for 2
touchdown and Richard Brooks tacked
on the extra polnt to give the Tractors

a 7-0 lead with 31 second left in the |

first half.

The third quarter was scoreless, but
Harrison galnied the tylog polnta with
8:30 left In the fourth on Mlller's one-
yard rua and Blackmer’s PAT.

Tho drive, which covered 93 yards In |

12 plays, included & razde-dazzle pass
play. Kish hit tight end Gordle Dawson
for & two-yard galner, Just as be was
being hit from behind, Dawson later-
aled to the onrushing Miller, who ran
for 33 more yards to tha Tractor 18,
Fordson won the cola toss, which

precedes high school overtime, and
elected to go on defense with Harrison
starting from the 10-yard line and bav-
ing four chances to score.
*Miller carried the ball three times,
, galning four yards to tho six, slipplog
on the three and then golng in for the
louchdown. Blackmer's extra polnt
made it 14-7.

Then came Fordson's four chancea

+from the 10. Harris carried {wice to the
-five and quarterback Ko;

Larry
bootlegged to the two. Harris then went
over for the touchdown and Brooks
kicked the extra point.

Fordson started the next OT scries
on offense and couldn't scoro. Kopehia

Harrison's Flan Baker galned about 10 yarda onh this rcverse
againstDearborn Fordaon In the state Class A football tinals Satur-

ov¥

First dowss rushing 13
Frist downa pansing ] s
Frint downs penalty 2 1
Yards rusblog m 152
Yards passlog 208 117
* Panses 13373 $4T1
Punts — average 113 420
Penalites — yands lost 40 3
Fumbles —~ No.lost o0 o0
HARRISON 69 0 77 3-—37
FORDSON 67 067 o—M

SCORING PLAYS

)
nNI\IlSON = Kevia Harris 3 run (Rich Brooks
okl
HARNISON — Jobn Miller 1 cun (Dave
Blackmer kick).
JLARRISON — Miller 3 run (Blackmer Xick).
FORDSON —~ flartla 2 run (Brooks kick).
TIARAUSON — Blackmer 24 ficld goal.

Dawson,

Regional next for Marlins

Mercy wins; party rages

By Tom Basr
staff wrller

With a district trophy safe In hand
and the reglonal rond ahead looking a
1ot less rough, Farmington Our Lady of
Merey's girls' baskethall coaches were
Inmood to party last Thursday,

“1 don't know if we're celcbrating
Mercy's win or {Plymouth) Salem's loss
or some kind of comblnation,” sald
Mercy head coach Baker over
the happy noises In the Detrolt home of
asilstant coach Mike King.

*Mike's our female impersonator,”
sald Baker with a laugh. “He's the one
who played (leonln_JBenuey star) Kim

Archer for 10 days (in practlee) to get
us ready for Beatley."

Baker'a high spirita could be traced
to three causes, His Marlins, playing
their best ball of the season, had won
their blggest game of the scason with
the 44.35 showing over Bentley in the
Class A district at Redford Thuraton,
and then bad won the district with a 51-
35 victory over a good F

Now Mercy, with a 193 record, wiil
face so-80 (13-8) John Glenn — not
onec-beaten Salem — in the openlng
round of the regional at 7:45 p.m, Tucs-
day at Plymouth Canton,

Walled Lake Western mecta Temper-
ance-Bedford in the regional opener at
6 p.m. Tucsday, and the winner plays
u;e Mercy-Glenn wlnner for the region-
al

Harrison team.

. And then powerful Piymouth Salem,
which was to be Mercy’s opponent in
the opening round of the Class A re-
glonal, had obliged by loaing to upstart
Westland John Glenn, 38-35, on Salem’s
court in the upsct of (his year'’s state
Wurnan,l’ml.

at 7:30 pm.

MERCY'S VICTORY over Harrison
was anything but automatic, accordlng
to Baker.

“We bad to come back within 24
hours of winning our biggest game of

Ploaso turn to Next Pago

ran for two yards, but Hawk nose
guard Jlm Barkach stopped Harrls for
no gain and a Kopchia pass was way
long. On fourth down, Brooks was wide
on & 25-yard fleld goal attempt.

ON HARRISON'S series, Herrington
elected to have Mlller carry twice to
the seven before giving Blackmer the

OT kick

‘Tve ever had — and T've

(214

“He (Kish) !s the best quarterback
had some
good ones,” Herrin, said.

Harrison, the champlon of the new
Western Lakes Activities Amoclation,
made the playoffs for the third-straight
222800 with a 9-0 rogular-se480n reco
and thea beat Bloomfle)d Hills Lahser.
{23-0) and Mll.lu,rd-hkellud (8-3) In the

chance to win it with his foot. pre-flnat playof! games,

1921 Hawks won the Class B
'Ils:vl:’.:i:amn con:dc&:;l? Jestlee, 1o with a stunning 7-0 upset of fa-
pulled it out” ‘Slar;;domu. Cathollc Central in the

Fordson rushed for 152 yards to Har- -

tison’s 167, but Kish completed 16 of 27
passes to give the Hawks the passing
advantage, 208 yards to 117,

day In the Pontiac Silverdome. Harzison won, 17-14, in double over-

time.

Fordsen, in the playoffs for the
fourth year in a row, advanced to the
Class A {lnal In 1980 only to iose to Bir-
mingham Brother Rlce, 6-0,

. S G2 i
photos by RANDY BORST/stalf photographor

Fordson dofenders David Galss {44), Ron Stewart {33) and Hassan Saad xzaro in on Harrison's Grodio

RANDY BOAST/s1alt photographer

Larry Baker: “Sheer endurance
finally won out for us. We just
*{ore them down.”

Central too tall
for Raider girls

By Vom Baer
atofl writor

North Farmington hit the heights of
girls’ basketball exciternent with Its 58-
50 victory over West Bloomfleld last
week in the Class A district tournament
opener at Walled Lake Central.

The win was North's 14th in 2 row
and lts first ever in post-scason play.

. Bul last Thursday Cloud Nine evapo-
rated and coach Greg Grodzickl's Rald-
ers fell from state tournament play fol-
lawing thelr 61-44 loss to host Central
In tho district final,

The loss closed out North's most suc-
cepsful season ever at 17-4,

“Central played a fine game is all,”
said Grodzickl after the game. “We
couldn't stop their blg people. They ou-
trebounded us and outscored us, ridicu-
lously.

*[ wasn't dlsappointed with the play
of our girls. Everything just backflred
in our faces, We couldn't rebound
against Central, We couldn’t do much
afl anythlog.”

North, which never led in the game
ater the opening minute, tralled by slx
points (18-12) after the {lrst quarter
and was out of 1t (32-18) at halitime.
Centra) center Caryn Lamb, a stocky 5+

i Pleaso turn to Nexi Pago




