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Mia Farrow is the volce of the Unicorn and Lady Amal-
thea in “The Last Unicorn" animated fantasy.

the movies

Louise
Smder

e

‘Last Unicorn’

has wide appeal

1f you are looking for a movie to which you can take your chll-
dren ~ especially if they are in the 4-9-year range — you have a
few more movles than usual to choose from this scason. -

“Heldl's Song:" re-relcases of “Annje,” “Time Bandits® (which
can appeal to all ages) “Peter Pan” (scheduled for Dec. 17); and
one which just apened, "The last Unicorn® (G} arc among the possi-
bilitics.

“The Last Unlcorn,” a full-length animated feature, bas the add-
ed merit of being within the tolerable range for adults. Based on
the book by Peter 5. Beagle, it has been brought to the screen with
gorgeous color and beautiful Imagery.

‘There are interesting overlays of meaning in the fantasy, but
baslcally Lt s the story of a quest and of courage. A lovely unicorn
{voice of Mla Farrow) fears ahe Is the anly one of her kind left in
the world. She learns, however, that other tnlcorns have been seen
bcl:;g driven to some bya flre g red
bull. .

SHE LEAVES HER forest home to scarch for the others and is
soon captured by Momma Fertuna {volce of Angela Lansbury), a
witch who runs a traveling freak show called the “Midnight Carnl-
val”

With the help of Schmendrik (volce of Alan Arkin), a second-rate
magician, she escapes and continues her journey. She is accompa-
nicd by Schmendrik and eventually by Mallic {Tammy Grimes),
who teaves a band of forest outlaws In order to jeln them.

The three of them help relnforce each other’s will and splrit.
‘Mollle acquires a great scnse of worth and friendship, Schmendrik
galns self-confidence and the unlcorn draws greater courage and
resolve from their support.

She necds all her courage when they arrive at the mountain-top
castle of the mean and bitter king {volee of Christoper Lee} whose
home is shared by a young prinee (volce of Jeff Bridges).

‘The king's red bull has herded all the unicorns In the world, save
this last one, into the occan. They are trapped there in the water
where their white bodles appear as silver sparkles on the waves, a
sight which gives the king pleasure.

THE CLIMAX of the movie comes when the last unlcorn, Jook-
ing very beautltul and very vulnerable, must confront the charging
bull to save herself and 1o rescue the other unlcorns from their
walery prison.

The story Is told In scencs rich (n colors and handsome in the
way the filmakers Interweave deslgns ranglng from fairly simple
cartoon figures and backgrounds to densely detalled Images taken
feom medieval French tapestrles,

‘The volces in the movie do credit to the characters. Arkin as
Schmendrik and Grimes as Mollle especially bring substance to
their roles, Addltlonally, Schmendrik and a wise old cat that slinks
about the castle offer many moments of gentler humor.,

Also quletly sllppcd into the dlalngue {and llkely sllpped past
to welghtier mat.
lcn questlons ahmll what is rml and what Is not real, and about
physlcal reality and emotional reality.

The myth of the unicorn is one that has been with us since at
least the fourth century B.C. Through the ages, the fabled creature
has taken on various symbolic meanings.

WHATEVER SYMBOLISAS the author, Beagle, intended, the in-
terpretatlon that seems most relevant today is to regard *The Last
Unlcorn™ as an allegory for all the endangered animals on carth,
from the great apes to the Callfornia condors. The unlcorn could
represent all or any onc of scores of animal species which are
dangerously near extinction,

As a fantasy for chlldren, thls movic is sometlmes exclting,
sometlmes funny, sometlmes polgnant. As an nl[egury for ndulu. I|
Is a somber abaut the pr of li
on carth.

“The Last Uhlcorn” is about a quest and courage, with

special ing for bolh and adult
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