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TOO ASHAMED to face the publlc, the Far

B

Hills City Council Is plotting behind closed doors to
fritter away thls city’s last chance to have a recre-
ational and-wilderness area.

And the public should be outraged.

This councll, with few exceptions, has a marked
penchant for cowering in the face of the hard deci-
sions. Under the normal day-to-day sleepy suburban
clrcumstances, it matters little. The professional ad-
minlstrators con cover.

But the fate of the 211-acre Spicer property s too
important to this city's future to allow it to be swept
away through sheer neglect. And city residents should
put council on notlce that they won't be allowed to
ruin (his opportunity. ¢

THE COUNCIL'S present excuse — let the county
do it — could be laughable if It weren't for the gravi-

" crackerbarrel

Steve
Barnaby &

Burwell — when it comes to extolling the glories of
the local initiative.

Indeed much merit does exist in allowing local res-
idents and leglslative bodies to delermine their own
futures. But what Is suspect is how those who are so
adamant about local control could turn around and so
easlly embrace the idea of an outside agency doing a
job which could better be done by the city. -

ational facilitles — especially when that city is sur-
rounded by others which have had the sense to devel-
op their own.

Just as important, the residents want a recreation-
al area of their own — one which they can plan and of
which they can be proud. .

The county has llttle need for a park tucked away
on its western perimeter, But Farmington Hills hasa
great need for a 200-plus-acre parcel which is smack
dab in the heart of the city.

_IF THE county does buy the property, local resi-
dents will have lttle say in how It is developed.
They'll just be forced to sit and watch — a very risky
proposition at the least.

An even worse outcome can be imagined.

A Justifiably impatient Nicholas Spicer has put his
valuable property on the open market. After all, the
most reasonable among us can't expect Spicer to
endlessly feed the property tax meler white council
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Council dallies while park opportunity slips away

ty of the situation. Farmington Hills never has had a
more parochial-minded legislative body whose pht-

losophy exudes local control.
Not even Jefferson Davis could outdo the

the big three — Donn Wolf, Willlam Lange and Jack

likes of

THIS CITY needs a recreational area. In the fu-
ture, when the city Is fully developed, 1t will need the
open area to enhance property values. Few will want
to move thelr families Into a city devoid of recre-

twiddles its collective thumbs.

1f the property is sold to a privale developer, resl-
denls would have absolutely nothing to say about its
development, any chance of every having a recre-
ation area wauld be lost — forever,

to buy this

“According to my calculations, it would be cheaper

land for the park than to renovata the

roads so the kids can play in tho stroots,”

One should know that geese when grounded are a gaggle

By Robert G, Woodring
speclal writer

J. DONALD Adams talks about them in
his book “Magic and Mystery of Words.”

Wilfred Funk has them in “A Hog on
Ice.” Newspapers slip them into thelr col-
umns in order to tease readers, The New
York Public Library keeps a list on hand
and adds to them as researchers discover
quaint terms which were long forgotten..

They are the words that refer to gather-
ings of creatures — words like flock, herd
or clutch.

1 never worrled about these words until I
had my latest run-in with neighbor Hester,
a retired English teacher. Hester is a

walking grammar book. Whal she
preaches, she practices — on me.

1 was looking at the sun setting over the
horizon when I heard a commotion. From
the patlo next door ] heard Hester saying
that it sounded llke Model-T horns in rush-
hour traffic. When I saw the cause of the
disturbance, I leaped forward with my
camera.

“A whale flock of Canada geese just
landed,” 1 whooped. *I'll get some pic-
tures.”

“Hold on there,” Hester ordered. “There
is no such thing as a flock of flying geese.
When they're (lying, they're a skein, and

whcz: they're on the ground, they're a gag-

.
“QK, OK, whatever you say, Hester. Let
me get over there before they're gone

again.”
She didn't hear,

“NOW DUCKS group in broods, but
when they're Mushed, the group is a flush.
But they're only flush when there arc more
than two ducks, A pair of ducks {lushes ina
brace,” she said.

She continued undaunted by my lack of
enthuslasm.

“Many farmers have scen a f{lock of
crows attack a field of corn. That's what
they think. In reality, they saw a murder of
crows brutalize the corn. If the murder

were attacking a single bird of prey, the
mu;der would be ambushing a cast,” she
sald. .

Murder had been the furthest thought
from my mind just a few minutes carller,
but suddenly It became a distinct posslbill-
ty. Somehow I knew I wasn't going to see
those geese when I said, “And I suppose
that Girl Scouts gather in ‘giggles.”

She gazed down her nose at my atlempt
at humer.

“SPARROWS GATHER in hosts, and
starlings group in .murmurations,” she
said. “Turkeys gather in rafters, and a trio
of pheasants Is a nye.” :

“And then you have a windy of politi-
cians and zits of teen— agers,” I mocked.

Hester ignored me and continued:
“Frogs gather in colonies, but toads gather
in knots.”

“And a litter of puppies is a plddle?” I
asked. .

“No, they're a litter,” she answered, add-
ing, “And so are Kitlens, Cats clutter, but
big cats, like llons, are a pride.”

As Hester sped on, I quipped, “And then
you have a gabby of houscwives. That's
when I heard her door slam shut.

At the same instant, the flock of geese —
excuse me, the skein — took flight and
quickly galned altitude on its way south,
perhaps the last gaggle, er, skein, of the
year, I mlssed my pictures.

You could say I got an education.

But somehow it wasn't much fun.
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1 feel it starts much too carly and the commercial-
ism, it"s just horrible. Absolutely horrible.
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1 think it starts carlier every year and it just takes -
the fun out of shopping.

12 Yearss In This Area

Small Business Seminar

How to start and run
YOUR OWN BUSINESS

Analyzing a businoss venlure
How to reduce 1axes
Forming a corporation
Whote lo seek capital

Fihing required forms
Accounting mace simple
Common mislokos to avoid
.».,and much marg

your sominar (aacets—

LONNIE L. LOY {CPA)
FRED S. STEINGOLD (Attoraey)

PAESENTED TWICE AT
THE MICHIGAN INN
SOUTHFIELD
= Sat., Doc. 4 (8:00 2.m.=12:30 p.m.}
= Mon., Dac. 6 {7:00-10:30 p.m.)
Fee: $35. (ncludes
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Business Entarprise {nstitule
211 €. Huron » Ann Arbor 48104
Southtield phone: 559-2223
Ann Arbor phone: 769-0088

We're Having a Year@nd
Rurnace Bale
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S0, YOU CAN SAVE A LOT OF MONEY!

| Just bring In your last years gas blll (call Gas Co. for It, if you don’t

have It) also bring in the BTU rating of your furnace and we will show
you a computer calculation of your ACTUAL SAVINGS on our
newest, most efficient energy saver and Recooperative unlts,
PLUS 10% DISCOUNT WITH COLD COUPON
(from back of ysllow pages)
PLUS SALE AT-SUMMER TIME PRICES
PLUS FREE HONEYWELL 78200 SETBACK
_DIGITAL HEATING & COOLING THERMOSTAT
@Wllh furnace purchased before Dec, 31, 1982

_ General -Elite Recouperative -
) ~ Formula 1000 _
Amana,  H.T.M. PIUS p.235Wlersyetoms
’ . N oL
| Ry EEEEGE SEE THEM ONDISPLAYAT
; 19140 FARMINGTON RD, -
v AT SEVEN MILE, LIVONIA
(8 to 6 daily, 9 to 2 Sat.)’
o OR CALL FOR HOME SURVEY
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36" wide sheif

Example

$on

GET ONE FREE |

SAVE 30%
Buy TWO of
these 18” deep
wall units reduced

..one of these 18”
deep wall units FREE

Hillslde has made o spocial purchase of these quality
18" doop wall unlts from Kombl In elther almond or
oak toxtured tormica taminate. All In stack for
Immediate dellvery.

Thesa unlis are perfoct for home or oftice and can
accommodate storoo, color TV's, video rocorders,
videa gamos, recard albums, kids toys and much
mora.

*You must purchase two difierent unite 1o quality foe FREE unit.

v

of posgible combinations

2399

=) FREE
108" wide
The Totally Contemporory Store Comee of Woodward-Sanare Lake Rd.

hilhide furnlture. e mnfos

of Bloomliald Hilly Bunday

? _FREE.
72" vide

B8 @ lioatinga Coolng 470-7022 - 348-§600
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