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Who killed teens?

Police and parents
think they know

By Blll Casper
statf wrllor

‘Two youths were brutally slaln on a
realdential street just off Six Mile.

No onc was arrested, but the parents
of the slaln youths, Mario Maniscalchl
and Sheryl Thornton of Redford Town-
ship, say they belleve they know who Is
responsible, Redford police say that

rson is their prime suspeet but they
don't have sulficlent evidence to press
charges.

THE BODIES of Mario and Sheryl
were found at Centralla and Slx Mite,
withln a half mlle of thelr homes. Ac-
cording to pollce, it appears that both
teens, who were friends from school,
got out of thelr car together to talk to
someone they most likely knew.

As the assallant approached them
from his car, Mario was siruck in the
lower back by a blunt instrument, pos-
sibly a tire jack, and he fell helpless to
the ground.

SHERYL BEGAN. to run but was
felled a short dlstance away, cracked
over the head with the same blunt [n-
strument, police theorlze, The assailant
went back to hls car and fled the scene.
In the process, clther purposcly or by
accldent, be ran over Mario’s body.

It was nat until earller this year that
police disclosed that they bave had a
primary suspect in the case since the
beginning of thelr investigation.

The parents say that a few months
ago Redford deteclve Sgt. Gerald
Schommack informed them of the thread
of evldence he has had since the begln-
ning of his investigation which makes
one man a prime suspect.

PHILLIP MANISCALCHI and Jack

Sheryl Thornton

‘My wite and | feel
899 percent certain
(this man) is
responsible for
killing Sheryl, but
we realize that
there will always be
that shadow of
doubt until
someone is
arrested and
convicted.’

—dJack Thornton
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Mario Maniscalcht

‘This whole thing is
hard for me and my
wife to understand
and to cope
with. . . .But we
have endured
somehow because
we're just average
people and we have
to.’

~—Phillip Maniscalchi

Thornton, parents of the slain youths,
told the Observer that they were in-
formed several months ago by Schor-
nack about the evidence,

All he would say [s that the evidence
he does have s not aufficlent to obtain
a warrant charglng the suspect with
one o both of the homicldes,

Maniscalchl and Thornton sald they
were told by Schornack that blood dis-
covered on the suspect’s ear matches
the blood type of the slain Maniscalchl,
who was killed by being run over by an
automoblle.

‘The parents sald Schornack told
them that s not sufflcient evidence to
charge the suspect

Although both Manlscalchi and
Thornten belleve there is sti)} room for
doubt, they tend to think the man in
question s responsible for the death of
thelr children.

*My wife and I feel 99 percent cer-
taln (this man) Is responslble for kllling
Sheryl, but we realize that there will
always be that shadow of doubt untit
someone is arrested and convicted,”
sald Jack Thornton.

“Schornack flrst told us {the suspect)
was given two le detector tests, one
relating to Mario and the ather relating
to Sheryl, and passed them both,”
Thornton sald. “Later, Schornack said
that after seven experts had reviewed
the e detector tests, there was stlll
some uncertainty whether (Lthe suspect)
had passed them,

“I'VE TALKED to fricnds of Sheryl,

Mario and (the suspect) in an effort to
put together the events on the night
they were killed, But most of what
thelr friends told me ended up as hear-
say talk, although I do believe I caught
{the suspect) in a lie as a result of onc
person I talked to,” Thornton said.
- Schornack said he, too, Interviewed
numerous friends of the victims and
the suspeet, but the information he
recelved always led to dead ends.

“I'm extremely bltter about Sheryl's
death and it’s casy to get mad at Schor-
nack, but rationally I realize he can't
do much with what lttle evldence he
has,” Thornton sald. *I really tend to
belleve he has done all he can.

“IT SEEMS llke Marlo and Sheryl
stood behind a tree for flve hours be-
fore they were killed because no one
seems to have seen or knows anything,”
he sald. “I talked with the people who
live in the house closest to where
Sheryl and Marlo were killed. The peo-
ple teil me they heard nolses, car doors
slamming and one car roar away, but
they saw nothing.

“My wlfe and ] have even invited (the
suspect) over to our house on a number
of occasions and he has accepted, but
has never come. We've asked him if he
has any fdea who could have killed
Sheryl and Mario and and he says he
doesn’t have the slightest idea,” Thorn-
ton said.

“THIS WHOLE thing is hard for me
and my wife to understand and to cope
with,” he sajd. “If someone told me pri-
or to her death that T would have to
endure something like this, I would
bave told them it would be impossible.
Bul we have endured somchow because
we're just average peaple and we have
to. We have to pay the bills,

“We have our 16-year-old son, Matt,
to take care of and my wife's mother
lives near us so we have a second home
to tend to. Sometimes I can go for two
or three hours without thinking about it
1f 1 get real busy at work, but usually
her death comes into my mind every 10
or 15 mlnutes,” sald Thornton.

Sheryl's older brother Mark, 23,
shares his parents' geicf and the frus.
tratlon of belleving he knows who
killed his slster.

“KNOWING WHAT I know angers
me, but I've got my own lifc to lead and
T'm not golng to look for (the suspect),™
he sald, “But I think it would make
things casler for me and my parents if
somcone was arrested and convicted
for killlng my slster.”

Manlscalchl feels the same way.

“The lose of my son Is alwaya on my
mind and it doesn't help to know wha
his killer may be, but I would fcel 100
percent better if someonc was arreated
and convicted,” said Maniscalchi. “In
the meantime, 1 just go to church and
visit Marlo weekly at the cemetery. 1
pray and I bope his killer wilt be found
and justice be done.”

Schornack sald there are two possl-
ble solutions to Lhis case.

“One is that tho killer’s conscious
wlll get the beat of him and he'll tell
someone and that person will tell us,”
Schornack said. “The other s that
someone did sce what happened and
will come forth and tell us.

*I'm keeping tabs on him.”

Farminglon, Michigan

Gel ready -

Street.

You know its coming, like it or not, so now's the time to prepare
for the inevitable. To make aure that thls winter's first big
snowfall doesn't catch you by surprise, turn to Page 3A of today’a
Observer for stories on coping with the white siutf. Incidentally,
this was the snowy scene last year on Farmington’s Alta Loma
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Commenicatios Corporstion All Righie Resersed

Hills endorses
county park bid

8y M.B, Ditlon Ward
statf wrltor

Farmington Hills City Councll — as
the result of & closed-door meeting —
has informed state officlals that the
couneil would weleome a grant to fund
a county park in the city.

The councll has not held public hear-
ings on the Issue, which pertains to 211
acres of open Jand llsted for sate in cen-
(ral Farmington Hills.

Many residents want the elty itself to
buy the property and develop a park,
and opponents of the councll’s county.
park plan have expressed dismay at
council members whe, as candidates,
promised that city government would
operate openly.

Opponents are upset because Hills
city manager Lawrence Savage, In a
letter received Tuesday by state Sen.
Kerry Kammer, D-Clarkston, ex-
pressed the city's support of the coun-
ty's grant request for the property.
Kammer is author of the Kammer
Land Trust act.

According to council members Jody
Soronen and Jan Dolan, Savage was In-
structed by councll during executive
sesslon of the Nov, 8 meeting to write
the letter. Savage maintains, however,
that he declded fndependently to ln-
form the Land Trust board of councll’s
position,

The Open Mectings Act allows gove
crnmental bodies to dlscuss real estate
purchases In closed scssion, but It
prohlblts them from maklng dectsions

someone to perform speelf-
fe actlons.

SORONEN SAID THAT “the council,
1 guess, sajd to Savage, ‘wrlte a letter
to Kammer indicating that at the
moment we would not fight the county
In Its efforta to get the grant.*

“QObviously, if there were some dis-
pute among (involved) governmental
units, 1t could k11 the whole thing. Mr.
Savage was withln the instructlon of

Blackmers sport winning look

Teamwork unites football

By M.8, Dlllon Ward
staff wrltar

As the polka lyrics proclaim, the Pol-
ish enjoy their ale on carth because “in
heaven there I no beer.” The
Blackmers of Farmington Hills are
getting such an overdose of football on
this planet (hat they might not mind If
In heaven there is no gridiron.

And it's all because of prep All-
Amerlean kicker David Blackmer, the
sole returning player on this year's
Harrison football squad. His fleld goal

what’s inside

in double overtime captured the State
Class A champlonshlp Saturday agalnst
Dearborn Fordson ln the Pontlac
Silverdome.

Harrison Coach John Herrington sald
ke will need three players to replace
Blackmer who i3 also a talented line-
backer and fullback and apparently
feels right at home in the Silverdome.
Last year he helped propel the Hawks
o a class B state champlonshlp in Pon-

tiac,

‘The senfor all-stater’s brether Bill is
a former Harrison tackle and now the
Hawk’s freshman football eoach. He
played for the 1976 Harrisen squad that
made it to the Silverdome but bowed
36-27 to Midland Daw,
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“LIKE HOMETOWN

NEWSPAPERS”

Twin Pane advertised for a
“Qrder Eniry Clerk” position
to be filled in the Obsarver &
Eccantric Newspapors classi-
flod sectlon. *“Had at least 20
pecpla applylng I person
and some phong calls. Pea-
ple are stll coming In. Like
home town newspapers for
advertlsing!™

Remember...
Onecall ,
does it all!

591 -09;)0

Use your MastorCard or Visa

1 ‘s {lancee, Julle Adsit
of Lansing, is Harrlson's athletic traln-

er,
‘Thelr dad and mentor, Bil), Sr., wasa

ORAL QUARREL:

Should seat
belts be
mandatory?

Motoreyellsts in Michigan are re-
quired to wear helmets, babics must
ride in car scats and leglstative at-
tempts are atoot to require persons sit-
ting in the front scat of automoblles to
wear scatbelts. -

State Rep. Ruth McNamee, R-Blr-
mingham, wants Michigan to become
the first state In the natlon to make
seatbelts mandatory with a $10 civil
fine for violators. Opponents call the
move another regulation that Iafringes
on civil libertics.

‘This weck's Oral Quarrel questlon is:
Would a law requiring persons to wear
seatbelts save lives and should govern.
tment pass laws Lo grotect persons who
don't want to be protected?

Piease call 477.5498 from now until
1 p.m, Friday to glve a 30-sccond anon-
ymous response which will be taped.
Responses will appear In Monday's
Farmington Observer,

starting lineman and kicker as a fresh-
man at Eastern Michigan University
back when it was called Michlgan Nor-
mal. At Harrlson, he assists with the
videotaping and runs the clock for each
game,

Sometlmes described as the leam
mascot/den mather/good luck charm/
chlef cook, Roxanne Blackmer Is a
flve-year member of Harrison's chain
gang. Along the sldelines she's easlly
detected, replete with chalns and yard-
markers and dressed In Harrison-green
knickers, sweater and hat.

HARRISON NINTH-GRADER Bar-

the council, and I have no problem with
hlm along those lnes,”

But Savage safd Tuesday, 1 reached
the decision (1o wrlte the letier) a week
ago. The councll did not know a letter
was drafted, I wrote It in my own off-
See Wednesday {Nov. 24). ] felt becavse
the county is the only applicant (for the
grant) that we should voice support.

“The positlon of the councll,” added
Savage, "Is that It would tlke to see the
grant go to the county. They want to
wait and see if the county gets [1.”

But Dolan sald, “I'm sure (Savage
was Insiructed by councll to contact
Kammer),” Dolan sald, “because he
wouldn't write a letter if the council
didn'’t say ‘yes, we think It's a good idea
that the Kammer Trust {unds be grant-
ed to the cobnty to defray costs (in-
curred In purchasing the preperty).' "

That way, acqulsition of the land
doesn't require a large expendiiure by
the city or county, Dolan sald.

THE OAKLAND County Parks and
Recreatlon Commlssion applied in Oc-
tober for a state Kommer Land Trust
grant, which would cnable It to pur-
chase the property off Farmington
Road north of 10 Mile. Farminglon
Hills officlals were the first to be ap-
proached by the property’s owner, NI-
cholas Splcer, who contacted them
abeut a sale shortly after the death of
his mother, Eleanor, in June.

According to Savage, the clty's pres-
ent posture dees net mean the city is
refusing to purchase the land,

"This isn't to say we won't buy it,
particulary If the state comes up witha
grant. Then it wauld be a decision as to
who (the clty or county) should be the
reciplent, and that's something we'd
have to discuss,” he added

County officials doubt whether thelr
funding request will be granted when
the Kammer Land Trust board meets
on Tuesday.

Ploass turn to Page 6

family

bara Blackmer lends slsterly support
as a cheerleader, while Ginny, a 20-
year-old musle major at the University
of Michigan, has served as football sec-

-
o

tary.

“As a little kid In parochial school, I
remember being taught that-we some-
times pay for the sins of the poor souls
tn purgatory,” sald Roxanne.

*1 think Ginny is buylng our success.
She's been in the hospital in Ann Arbor
singe Labor Day with an unusual Infec-
tlon.”

Three days after the Hawks elinched

Pleaso turn 10 Page 10

First class

Harrison High Scheol students turned out Tuesday 10 celebrale
their school's win in the Class A state football championships.
Harrison defeated Dearborn Fordson 17-14 for ihe title Saturday.
tn addition to M.B. Dlllon Ward'a profile of kicker David Blackmer
on this page, sports editor Tom Baar looks back on the seasonina
column on Page 2C of today's Ohbscrver.

RANDY DORST/stalf photographer




