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The Obseruer & Eccentric

I you like to atart thinklng ahead about vaca-
tions, why not about the possibitity of a
motor trip through the rolling hills and peaceful
countryside and villages of Connecticut,

A state rich in history and tradition, Connect-
fcut boasts a number of famlliar attractions
and some not 30 well-known.

Consider three villages in the northcastern
part of the state near the Massachusetts and
Rhode Island borders — Woodstock, Pomfret
and Brooklyn.

‘They lic nlang a 12.mile stretch of road and
all three still boast architectural monuments
from the dayxiwhed the first settlers arrived.

The 1771 (Malbone Episcopal Church In
Brooklyn, for éxdmple, ls an astonishingly well-
preserved survivor from the Colonlal period.

INSPIRATION wasn't lacking when Louls
Comfort Tiffany designed nulned glm wln-
dows for another
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Connecticut villages

d, a Gothic r

The windows of Trinity Church glow like
lamethysis and opals in the morning light, the
result of a secret method of glassmaking that
Tilfany ‘originaled and onc, unfortunately,
which dled with him.

The famed dulgncr 's famlly llved In the arca

for over Lwo centuries and bls [ather, before
festablishing the prestiglous Tiffany's jewelry
store [n New, York, was a prominent mill
owner. {

Textile mllly played an important role in the
ife of the villnge during the middle and late
19th century. With mlllhunds flocking to Brook-
yn. houslng had to be found for new arrlvals,

The mills themselves provided apartment-like
enclaves for their workers. A recently restored
pxample of nne al these is Quebee Sqnnrc In

—-._

tEas
(' lnry brick and mnrb!c bullding attesis to lhc
FJinc craftmanship of the Yankee stoncmasons

’ ot live in squalor,

5‘\ JUST OUTSIDE Broooklyn, Henry Riseman
{luu estabilshed his New England Center for
‘Canu.-mporary Art. Riscman is dedleated to
ecnconrnglng young artlsts and several are in
Jvesldence the year around.

"} A few miles north along Route 169 [s the vil.
lage of Pom{red. The splrt of the Revolutionary
War hero Israc) Putnzm seems espectally allve
in the tiny tawn. General Putnam established a
reputation for derring-do even before he
uttered the line, “Don't fire until you see the
;h]u:s of thelr eyes” at the Battle of Bunker

‘Sumatra has wealth of wonders

Natlonal Geographic Socloty

nd proves that all 18th century workers did .

cottage in the villagk of Wuudnlock,
was the scene ol lavish parties al

The general farmed his land near Pomiret
before the outhreak of the War of [

ey
wl and Iilnmry figures
were enlnrlnlned in the lato 1880s,

President Grant, it is sald, bowled In the alley
Bowen had c barn. The Gothle

ence. Finding hls sheep belng killed by a
maraudlng wolf, Isracl tracked the anlmal to
s lair, crawled into the narrow cave, shot the
creature and pulled his carcass out by the cars,

Visitors can stlll visit the scene at Puinam'’s
Wolf Den, In Wolf Den State Park.

There was a time when Pomlret could claim
many New York, Phlladephia and Boston socl-
cty figures among Its sumther residents. The
vmngc with its cool country alr and bucolic
charm, became a fashionable resort during the
late 1880s. Masslve summer homes with names
Alke Glen Elsinore, Hamlet Lodge and Ingleside
still line the back roads,

A SINGULAR summer house open to the pub-
lle can be found in the village of Woodstock.
“Roseland," a Gothic Revival fantasy that
sheltered such guesis as Presidents Grant,
Hayes, Harrison and McKinley, stands on the
western cdge of the Woodstock village green.
Bullt in 1846 by Henry C. Bowen, a native, the
salmon-pink and magenta board-and-batten
house looks like a flamboyant cousin of the
sedate Federallst mansions that alse face the
green.

Bowen, an ardent patriot, cclebrated the
Fourth of July at Roseland with parties that
drew natlonal attenilon. Flreworks and rosc-
calored punch were enjoyed by such notables as
,gllvcr Wendell Holmes and Harriet Beecher

towe.

katay, “son of Krakatca.”

| Tigers, c!ephnnu leopards, thinos, and orangutans
“Uve in the vast raln forcst of Sumatra. So.does the
‘world's largest flower — the 36-Inch-wide rafflesia —
:“\which can be detected by Its scent more than 75 feet

away. It smells like a dead rat.

} Sumatra has the largest oll and gas flelds in South.
‘ust Asla and Is a barely tapped storehouse of gold,
ygopper, tin, bauxite, coal, quartz, molybdenum and

f Glhﬂ' mincrals.

£ 1t produces 23 percent of the world's rubber, 10
‘percent of its Aln, and vast quantitics of coffec, tea,

g pper, palm oll and sisal.

THE WESTERNMOST of Indonesla’s 3,000 hnblla-
ihle is lands, Sumatra s about the size of California.
ILs improbable natural phenomena include 29 vol-
eanoes, 13 of them active, as well as a 1,000-mile-long

A dnl swamp and mountain range.

Sumatra and Java.

f, When the volcanlc lslc of Krakatoa blew ltsclf to
hits in 1383, the explosion was 18 times more violent
han the May 1980 cruption of Mount St. Helens. The
Fesulting tsunami, or sca wave, killed 38,000 people in

§ Since 1927 a smoldering black cone has emerged
[where Krakatoa once stood In the Sunda Stralt at
f matra's southern Lp. Sumatrans call it Anak Kra-

s0n .

headlights."

shaped peaks,

percent Moslem populatlon.

Besldes volcanic ash, more than 100 Inches of rain
falls on Sumatra yearly. Harvey Arden, who travelled
the Island from its southern tip ncar Java to its north-
ermmost point, Bandz Aceh, reports: “In the rainy sea-
. the skles flush down such torrents that the
roads dissolve, Mudholes fngest vehlcles up to the

In north central Sumatra, Arden stopped at Lake
‘Toba, carved out by ar anclent velcano, In the center
of Toba iles Samosir, an island withln an island and
home ta the Toba Bataks. Bataks live in ancestral
houses — sometlnies eight famtlles to a dwelling —
under thatch roofs topped with decorated saddle-

Formerly cannlbals, they are peacefu), industrious
and lovers of musle, Christionized by German Luth-
crans tn the 1360s, Bataks are a minority In an a0

To Moslems, however, “the Christlan Bataks are
still notorious,” the author reports. “Though they've
given up eatlng human flesh, they still eat pigs and
dogs."”

THE MOST zcalously Mostem part of Indenesla les
futher north In Acch. The few Westerncrs who visit
Acch are cautloned to respect local customs.

Revival furniture that atill fills the rooms was
designed by a New York cabinet maker, Thom-
a3 Brooks. The rose gardens requlred the ser-
.vices of a squad of gardencrs.

Several hops, skips and jumps away near
Norwalk, off the Long Istand Sound near the
New York border, Is another histeric place well
worth a visit.

IT'S A PLACE where cven the flamboyant
Louls XIV and Maric Antoinctte might feel at
home — a silvery-grey French Renalssance
palace that stands a few blocks from the center

of Norwalk,

With soaring turrets, sweeplng stalreases and
ornately decorated rooms it s, in fact, Ameri-
ca’s first chateau, otherwise known as the Lock-
wood-Mathews Mansion.

Built in a glided age when eveyihing seemed
possible, the 50-room manslon was radiant,

In the 1860 there wére few Americans
wealthier than LeGrand Lockwoed. He
amassed hls fortune from the raflroads that,
spread across the country [n the Clvil War era.
Lockwood was also a highly successtul finan-
cler on Wall Street.

1In 1864, Lockwood decided to ercct a country
house in the vlllage where he had been born and
he pulled out all the mld-Victorian stops,

Inbullding the mansion, he sct the sytle for
_suchk better-known 19th century titans as the

Find history and tradition in quiet settmgs

The board and batten
housa bullt in 1846, left,
faces the Woodstock
Village green in Woodstock.
The house at right in
Norwalk was constructed at
a cost of $2 miliion by
LeGrand Lockwood, an
early capitalist. In 1873, the

. New York Sun called it
‘perhaps, the most perfect
and most elegant mansion
in America.’

Vanderhllts and Astors, whose cottages rose on
:ha dunes of Newport, Rhode Island, 25 years
ater.

LOCKWOOD HIRED a small army to build
the mansfon — American and European archi-
tects, palnters and decoraters, stonccutters and
swoodearvers brought from Italy and housed on
the property. Stonccuiters recelved $1 a day,
woodearvers, 50 centa.

The most extravagant materials were used
~— inlaid woods and marbles decorated almost
every surface; {rescoes glowed on walls and
cefllngs; nymphs, satyrs and cupids cavorted on
newel posts and mantel pleces,

When completed In 1868 at a cost of nearly *

$2,000,000, the mansion also boasted such mod-
em amenitles as a hot alr furnace, kot and cold
running water and 14 {ull baths,

A chldren's theater was tucked away under
the ecaves while In the basement a wine cellar
and two bowling alleys nestled under vauvlted
ceilngs.

To keep the manslon in operation, Lockwood
had 20 house sevants, 40 gardeners and assort-
ed coachmen, grooms and stahicboys,

In 1832, the New York Sun said, "It Is, per-
haps, the most perfect and most clegant man-
slon in Amerlea.”

Incredibly, less than 90 years later, this para- §

gon of Victorlan taste narrowly escaped belng
razed. After the death of the last owner, the
town of Norwalk purchased the property. For
years the first-Ntoor high-cellinged rooms, the
floors Inset with standwood, the walls stencilled

. with gold lcaf, were used to house the cliy's

snowplows. Eventually the town fathers decid-
cd to fevel the bullding.
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Norwalk, Conn., is America’s first cha-
teau. s soaring turrets, ornamenied
cupolas and lavieh rcoms capture the
craftsmanship and exuberance of a by-
gone era,

Alter his death in 1872, his widow advertised .

the mansion for sale and it was eventually so0ld
to o Charles Mathews whose family retalned
ownership until 1938,

One of the recently completed restoratlons is
th sunny conservatory off the paneled library,
Light fllters through panes of glass ctched with
pale blue fleurs-de-lis and masses of bright
blossoms seem to mirror the cerulean, rose and

. Rold frescoed ccillng of the adfolning room,
Two {loor of the structure are open to the pub- |

lle and last year more than 10,000 visitors
toured the spacious rooms.

For information

For information about
these and other Conncclicut
attractions, write Travel, De-
partment of Economic Devel-
opment, 210 Washington
Street, Hartford, CT 06106, or
call toll-free (203) 566-3948.
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