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Can’t give money
away, IRS claims

By Cralg Plechura
slatf writar

armingtun@hzemer

Monday, December 6, 1982

& Ramona . G.. Pcmr . Melono, |

The man on the other end of the
1lne was a bit Incredulous upon learn-
Ing that the Internal Revenue Service

+(IRS) owed him money, not the other
‘way around.

Patrick J. Harber, 20, of Farming-
ton Hills was reached by the Farm-
ington Observer at the home of his
brother, Michae), and informed that
his name was one of 15 persons on a
st of Farmington-area resldents
who had tax refund checks coming to
them from the IRS, He ks one of 1,073
persons In the state whom the IRS
awes money,

Their refund checks were returned
to the IRS by the post offlee as unde-
liverable,

“Hey, Pat,” sald the voice on the
line. “The government owes you."
Michacl Harber repeated the surpris-
lng news: “The IRS owes you mon-

oy

1t took Patrick a few Seconds to ro-
spond, which is understandable. It
takes a few scconds for the news to
sink in when the word is the IRS is
Iooi;ing for you, and you should be

lad.

“Are you kidding?” Harber said
when asked i€ the money will come in
handy. “The moncy will come in very
handy — especlally with this being
the Christmas season and all. {The re-
fund) probably won't be too much, cs-
peclally with the financlal sltuation
I'm In now. But we'll sce how much.”

Harber sald he didnt think the feds
owed him money and that he lets his
father, a financlal accountant, “take
care of my flnanclol cplsodes.”

The reason the IRS couldn't locate
Harber, he figured, is that up until 2
week ago he was living in Houston,
working 2s a phose solicltor for a
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Buy Spicer site for city, say

Farmington, Michigan
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Twenty-live cents

foes to plan for county park

By M.B. Dillen erd
statf writer .

It's expected that scores of con-
cerned residents and community lead-
ers will try to convince city officlals to
buy a 211-acre pu'k site at tonight's
Farmington Clty Couneil meeting.

Their endorsements will support that
of the Farmington Hllls Planning Com-
mission, which 18 recommending that
the clty independently .acquire the
Spleer property in order to retain local
control,

The clty's master storm drainage
plan also wlll be outlined at the 7 p.m.
lnglahtlvemulnn at Clty Hall.

ulman, superintendent of
Flrmlng!on Schools, sald either ke or
another school district representative
will attend the meeting. He called the
acquisition of Lhe land west of Farm-
ington Road between 10 and 11 Mile “a
{potentially) very worthwhile addltion
to our outdoor edueational program.

“Frankly, I hope the city does ac-
quire the land, I'm very anxious and
enthusiastic,” sald Schulman,

“The property offers farm life, trees
and a variety of terraln. It would en-
able ua to add a marvelous new dimen.
slon to our-outdoor educational possi-
billtles”

Ponds and 2 small forest behind
Fairview Early Childhood Center cur-
rently are the only local natural areas
avallable for students to visit,

The school district would be pre-
pared to contribute to a park program
the portfon of its budget allocated to
ﬂle outdoor curriculum, Schulman add-

WNO ACTIVE IN youth hockey,
Robert Coleman calls the Farmington
aml recreational facillties “a real

subjoct.”

Slnce the Novi Ice Atena closed two
years ago, local yuungmn have been

on
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@ Davld K. Wellbaum, Farming-
ton Hills 48018,

o Edward M. Briskcy, Farming-
ton Hills 48024 , \

® Walter M. and Helen B. Coon,
Farmington Hills 48024 .

® James Fadool, Farmington
Hills 48024,

® Rosemary Fadoo), Farmington
Hills, 48024.

® Stephanle A. Gunsberg, Farm-
Ington Hills, 48024 .

LEAFING THROUGH the phone
book and calllng elty clerks in Farm-
ington and Farmington Hiils pro-
duced positive results in fInding five
of the 15 local persons owed money
by

ySome who flled had read thelr

name In o Detroit daily newspaper
and already had clalmed thetr refund
check,

City Clerk Floyd Cairns of Farm-
Ington Hills knew onc of the persons
on the list, former nursery awmer
Walter Coon. Calrns even had Coon's
address and phone number In Flord-
da. But calls placed Lo Coon's for-
wardlng address at Marco Island,
Fla., were met with a stat-

hockey program d.lrtclou in Livonlu,
Southfleld and Plymouth who've assim-
llated {for varying fees) about 400
Farmington arca youngsters Into their
leagues, Partielpation has dwindled 50
percent due Lo the resulting inconven-
lence, cost and transportation prob-
fems.

“T get very depressed talking about
this,”” sald Coleman, dlrector of labor
relatlons for the Farmington Schoot

District and vice president of the -

They also ran

Observer reporter M.B. Dillon
Ward caught up with four of the
losers from this year's political
campaigns and found them re-
signed to the past and optimistic
about the future. Her report on
John And 1do V: Da-

ﬁnrmlngmn Amateur Hockey Assocla-
on.

“Farmington and Farmington Hilla
are first-class areas to llve In, with
{irst-clasy zchools, We should have
first-class facllities. This idea of pur-
chaslng the property s Important to
people here now, and to children in fu-
ture years Jong alter we're gone," add-
ed Coleman, a velenn hockey coach

who grows even more dishea:
when visiting munlcl;allwwn:d lxal-
ing facllities [n Livonla, Redford,
Plymouth, Garden Clty, Westland,
Wayne and Southfleld,

FARMINGTON SOCCER Club presi-
dent John Balley said “Farmington
Hills has very, very poor recreatlonal
facilitles that are among the poorest

anywhere.

*I think it's & shame. There are a Jot
of talented athletes and people inter-
cated in recreation, and they deserve a
Tot better {acititles than they have. It's
rldleulous,”

Presently, the club’s 600 athletes
play on land owned by the schocl dis.
trict at 12 Mile and Drake. The soccer
urgnnllzau;n mu:; apfly lnnnunllyi lorln

t an e city for mowing. It
mpenl l.hl;nu{ands of dollars to level
terrain and put in parking lots,

“

1y love the clty to develop a park.”

Rob Hackman, Llitle League Base-
ball commiesloner, wants the city - not
Oakland County - to buy the Spicer
pmp:rty. The Little League must share

the city's limited number of Imubull

In the summer and during school va-
catfons, Farmingten area tankers must
travel 30-40 mlnules one way to Oak
Park’s outdoor pool for swim practice,

“It’s really something that the towns
of F and Hills

dlamends with high schools, Inde
cnt soltball teams and Parks and Ree
leagues,

“I eertalnly wouldn't want the coun-
ty In there. There should be a clty park.
Wo don't need another governmental
agency trying to tell us what to do.

“We have enough trouble with our
own city, I can’t understand why they
{clty offlclals) haven't bought It yet. It'a
ridiculous. They haven't even gone to
any groups to get oplnions.”

LITTLE LEAGUE FOOTBALL Ath-
letlc Director Fred Molner sald he's
“over the barrel with no place clse to

go.

"We pay for the use of the high-
achools* facliltles and have to schedule
our games for Sundays. (HIgh-school
ficlds are used Saturdays for prep foot.
ball games.)

“With a elty park, wa could alternate
with the soccer leagues and use the
same playing fields,” Molner sald.

ause there is no municlpal swim-
mipg pool, Michigan Sting Ray

I we had a slte, we'd
apend more money than we do, But tha
school dlatrict could scll that land be-
{fore the next hour'a up, We would real

also must use high-school
facilltles — meanlng that swimmoers as
young as 7 yeara old practice until 8:30
at nlght.

don't have more facilities. Southfield
bas a golf course, basketball courts,
swimming pool, softball area, plenic
arca, lce skating — t's just great for
kids," sald Ellriede Rude), coordinator
for the Sting Ray swimmers,

“The town s dilly-dallylng around
and letting the county take It (the
Spicer propetty) over.

“If you want to keep kids out of trou-
ble, you havo to provide them with
something to do, We should be spending
our money before they get into trouble,
not on rehabllitation after they've land-
ed In fall,” she said.

LONGTIME PARK supporter Betty
Frankel, a Farmington Hllls resident
and member of the city's nituralist
club, has circulated a petition and writ-
ten a letter to county offlclals favering
purchase of the property. .

"The land has wooded hilisides, a
valley, open areas, and all kinds of ter-
caln, There's a total lack of that sort of
[acility here, The county's parks are all
at tho northern end,” Frankel sald.

vid Pickering and Alan Feuer is on
Page 2A of today’s Ghserver.

what’s mside.

ing that the number had been dlscon.
nected

John and Deboral Rudberg were
contacted by a alster who saw their
names In the newspaper. The parents
of James and Rosemary Fadool con-
tacled them, according to relatives.
who had

company trylng to seli
ums. In 1881 he worked in Farming-
ton Hills as a dishwasher and cock at
a Blg Boy restaurant.

To claim his refund, Habner tried
to call the toll-Iree IRS number — 1-
800-482-0870 Friday afternoon. He
was put on hold for more than 15
mlnutes, 30 ho hung up. In two subse-
quent attempts he got a buay signal,
but he'll try again today lo tell the

UNCLE SAM wants you to claim
your tax refund — checks worth an
average of $400, according lo Walt

cer for the IRS — if your name {5t

& Rudolph Kumlln, Farmington
Hills, 48024,

® John W. and Deborah K. Rud-
berg, Farmington Hills 48024,

Ld
Hills 48024,
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@ Opal McNally, Fnrmlnglnn.

IRS where to send his check, he sald. |

Dunnlgan, district public affalrs offi.’

Larry W. Zufelt, Flrmkngtbn"

1

been married and changed her last
name to Allen, was alerted of her
windfall by the newspaper announce-
ment, her mother safd,

But 10 checks still are uncl d

By Cralg Plechura
stafl writor

The mast popular park-and-ride bus
route in the Southcastern Michigan
‘Transportation Authority (SEMTA) sys-
tem stops 10 tmes cvery weckday
morning and night at the Orchard
Rldge campus of Oakland Community
College la Farmington Hills .

Buses are fllled to capacity on route
851 nearly every day of the year.

But unless the financlatly devastated
reglonal transportation authority finds
a h]g money package under lts tree this

by local resldenta or former local
residents.

NATIONALLY, the IRS had 50,000
undeliverable checks last year, ac-
cording to Dunnigan. If persons who
are owed money file subsequent-year
returns the amount owed will be sent
or credited to them in the next tax
fitlag.

The majority of pmblerns concern-'
Inx deuvery of mtundl said Dunni-’

e by who move:
md lnll to nou!y lho U.S, Post Ofilce
or the IRS.

The IRS provides newspapers with
the name and zip of the persons
sceking checks in an effort to notily
persons who have money coming to
them, However, he added, no ad-

dresses or menctary ﬂguru can be
glven out to reporters or police be-
cause tax is
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GREAT PAPER!

**Had to call 10 tell you what a grast
poper you have! Sofd 1he troo to
socond parson who called. Still gat-
ting calll!" W. Malhaws was ploasod
with rosulls of tho Observor & Ec-
ceanteic classiiied ad placed 1o soll
an artificlal Chrisimas treo.

Remamber...
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does it all

591-

900
Use your MasterCard or Visa

the loca) route will be cut at
1wl in half after Dec. 31, sakd Gall
Whitty, manager of communlnllons
far SEMTA.

Concelvably, the bus routes could be
cut from 10 runs to two runs cach
morning and night, she sald.

“All 50,000 passengers of SEMTA
would be alffected because even peoplo
whose runs aren’t eliminated will be
serunched up,” zhe sald, “Things will
be very, very crowded.”

SEMTA officials have been In Lans-
ing almost on a dally basls using cvery
last-ditch effort to stave off an 80-per-
cent cutback in personnel and services
by Dec. 31, Because of the uncertainty
on funding by the state, a tri-county tax
surcharge that has $21 milllon tied vp
In escrow, and diminishing federal sub-
sidies, Whitty sald SEMTA can't even
draw up downslzed schedules and
routes,

THE PERSONS most affected by
proposed cutbacks and climination of
current bus routes who depend on
SEMTA for transportation to jobs and
health factliles, Handicapped, blind
and elderly persons showed up in large
numbers at the hearings saylng such
things as:

“If you take away the bus I'm like a
hostage in my own home.”

But the able-bodied, middie-class
and even the affluent use SEMTA, too,
judging from the participation in the
park-and-ride route (hat stops in Farm-
ington Hills and West Bloomlicld.

“I fcel SEMTA should be self-sup-
porting,” sald Ann Rosen of Southileld,
who parks at 0.C.C. {lve days a week
and takes the bus to ker job at General
Molors in the Renaissance Center. “It
should be run like a business llke any-
thing clse.”

say no major it transporta-

RANDY DORST/1tatt ohotograpter

] bark from a park-and-ride bus at OCC's Orchard Ridge campus.

Projected park-and-ride cuts
would affect 50,000 passengers

Transportation officlals have
clalmed in the past that rate Increases
punish the poor who depend on buses
most.

“From my point of vlew it’s really a
big bargaln " Roscn sald, “Too much of
a bargala.”

CINNY SPOMER of Keego Harbor
takes the SEMTA bus at least once a
week — on Thursdays when she takes
an cvenlng journallsm class.

“The cuts are not golng to be crucial
to us,” Spomner said, explalning that she
and her husband both own cars and
work downtown. “I think most people I
know out here have two cars.”

e Lodge expressway, especlally In
the winter, Spomer said, “is a mess."
On bad days taking the bus to work is
less trouble, she said, because one can
read a book en reute Instead of worry-
Ing about fcy pavement.

“1 moved here from Marquctte in
January and the clly bus there Is In (fl-
nancial) lmuble. Spomer says. "The

tion authority In tho world makes a
profit and iU's unreasonable to assume
SEMTA can.

Rosen sald that while black ink may
be a difficult goal, SEMTA could take
in more money simply by charglog rid-
ers more.

“1 don't think they charge enough,”
she aald. “A dollar fifty from here to
the RenCen Isn’t enough.”

you can
walk nnywhcre l went flve years with-
out a ear,”

A woman from Northville using the
park-and-ride sald she'll feel the pinch
in her pocketbook It SEMTA routes are
etlminated or so crowded that it makes
it inconvenlent for her to take a bus to
her job at Wayne State Unlversity.

“You sce that old car?” she sald,
pointing o a powder blue Duster. “I'll
need a new one.”




