he Farmington Obgeruer

sports

Tom Baer editor/644-1101

Mondoy, Decembor 6, 1082 OLE

Marlin girls roar
into cage quarters

By Tom Bser
staff writer

Larry Baker wanied a minute or two
nlone vrllh hls Onr udy of Mcrcy girh'

g Its
victory ow.'r Wnllcd Lake Western, 48.
23, in the state Claas A reglonal finals
Thursday at Plymouth Canton.
Upon returning, he sald: “This is my

sixth regional title in the last’ elght
years, and I've never taken more satls-
faciton from a regional wip, This s a
young group and it was o tough path
through the district with (Livonla)
Bentley in thelr way, But they've
played super well, They renlly know
how to exccute a game plan.”

Mercy, enjoying one of its hest sea-
sons ever, s now 21-1 and headed into

Penulrallng Mercy's dafense proved dlfllcul! “for Glenn ovident
here as guard Julle Puccei (with hall) glves directions to teammate
Darla Bergman as the Marling’ Annette Ruggicro (left) and Mary

Rusowski apply pressure.

the Class A quarterfinals and a
Wednesday night showdown with De-
trolt Cass Tech at Livonla Bentley,

Mercy advanced to the quarters the
last two seasons, only to lose to peren-
nial champlon Flint Northern,

Merey started off like a house aflre
agalnst Western. The Marlins scored
the flrst 11 polnts of the game and,
pressing hard, allowed the Warriors
Just two shots In the first two minutes.
All five Marlin startera had scored by
the halfway polnt of the quarter.

‘The score at Lhe quarter was Mercy
21, Western 8.

“That flrst t quarter was money in the
bank for us," Baker sald, “The second
and third quarters were pretty much
cven, which Is to Western's credit.
{Weatern coach) Roy (Artley) kept them
coming at us.”

Mercy, continuing Ma full-court
press, led by 17 points (28-11) at hali-
time and by 15 (38-21} after three quar-
ters. Mercy topped off the rout by rip-
ping off 12 polats to Western's two.

Plasse turn to Pago 2

Balance pays

for Raiders
in cage opener

Seoring balance helped North Farm-
inglon, just as bad freethrow shooting
hurt Farmington Harrison in the Rald-
ers' 57-42 basketball victory over the
Hawks Friday at Harrlson.

‘The game opened the season for both
teams.

Four Rafders scored in double fig-
ures. Guards Ray Boyle and Mlke
Black led the way with 14 and 12
polats, respectively, John Dawsan also
had 12, and Wil Relneke added 11, Wes
Jones scored 18 for Harrison, which
trailed by three (19-16) at halitime.
North put it away by ouueorlng Harrl.
son, 22-9, io Lhe LN

North had a hot hnnd from the line,
making 13 of 16. Harrison was ice cold
wlth elght of 20.

North travels to Walled Lake Central
for a Tuesday night game.

R

Mercy's Anneite Rugglero {with ball) brenks
toward the basket following a staal against West-
land John Glann in the firat round of regional play

. P1c

oholos by GARY CASKEY

Tuesday. The Marlins had Illllu trouble In beating
Glann, 61-33, then knocked off Walled Lake Wast.
arn, 48-23, tor the title,

Mercy swimmers earn Catholic crown

Few things in tle are as certain as
the outcome of the annual Catholle
League girls’ swimming finals,

Farmington Our Lady of Mercy won
its 19th-straight Catholic League title
recently by finishing flrat In the confer-
ence meet with a whopping 446 polats
in Oakland Community College — Or-
chard Ridge's pool. Ten Merey
swimmers had qualitied for last Satur-
day’s Class A state meet.

“There are no stars on our team, but
these kids have really worked hard,”
said DeLorls Yager, who has coached
swimming at Merey slnce the sport
started in 1863,

In thls season’s meet, sophomore Bri-
ta Brookes won two indlvidual events
and junior Jill Andries established a
Jeague record to help Mercy dominate,
Mercy flnlshed first In five cvents and
second in three others.

Blrmlngham Marian finished a dis-
tant sccond with 342 polnts, and Royal
Oak Shrine landed third with 83.

Brockes won the 200-yard freestyle
- with a time of 1:50.9, and then posted a
winning time of 5:14.2 In the 500 free-
style, Andries was timed in 1:08.9 in the

preliminarics of the 100 breaststroke
for the league standard. She won the
cvent with a 1:10.0,

Mercy's 200 medley relay (senlor
Pam Saunders, Andrics, junlor Nancy
Nehr and senlor Beth Dmlel) finlshed
first with a time of 1:57.6, and Saun-
ders won the 100 with a

* double winner, taking the 50 free (25.1)

and the 100 free (54.6). Michelle Lucc
of Marlan won the diving event with
3B7.15 points,

NORTH FARMINGTON continued
its swimming mulcry of the North.

time of 1:08.7.

Mary Faber, 2 Mercy senior, finished
second in the dlving event with 338.75
points and also landed 10th In the state-
meet qualifying reglonal, Junlor Suc
Herzog gave Merey two more seconds
with times of 2:00.2 in the 200 frec and
5:19.0 in the 500 free,

Mercy won all nine of ita dual meets
thls scason.

MARIAN, LED BY the MacMillian
sisters, Chris and Nancy, won the other
six events,

The MacMilllans comblned with
Bunny, Knapp and Chris Gurzick to log
a winnlng time of 3:47.5 In the 400 free-
styi. relay, Chrls MacMillian won the
200 Individual mediey in 2:16.1, and
Nnncy waon the 100 butterfly with a
1:024

Gurzick was the meet's only other

west League by winning fts
third-straight glrls' championshlp with
285 points at Redford Thurston.

Westland John Gleon was a close
second with 269 polnts, and host Thurs-
ton was third with a 152. Redford Un-
fon scored 137 polnts, Garden City had
126 and Livonla Frankiin 112,

WNorth's Mary Manderfield won two
events, the 50 freestyle (25.8) and the
100 butterdly {1:05.8), and swam a leg
on the Ralders' 400 frecstyle relay
(with Cathy Kierog, Jill Meneliley and
Helen Sue Howard), which estabilshed
aleague record with o time of 3:53.92,

Pilerog established another NSL stan-
dard when she posted a winning time of
1:05.3 In the 100 backstroke. Katy
Harnden of North won the 100 butterfly
1n 1:05.8,

‘The Ralders’ other relay, the 200
yard medley, won with a 2:04,31. The

‘Ironman’ Blanchar

By Tom Henderson
staff writor

Charlie Blanchard has carned the
title of Tronman,

Two years In l row pow, Charlic has
competed in the grueling Howall Iron-
man Triathlon. In October, 850 hardy
— some would say foolhardy -~ men
and women gathered in the middie of
the Paclfic Ocean to spend the day
swimmlng, biking and running. Charlie
dld enough of each to finish 42nd over-
all, first among 26 runners from Micht-
gan and first In the Master's (over 40)
Division.

IF THAT doesn't impress you, con-
sider; Charlle and the 775 of his compa-
triols who finlshed the course began
their day with a 2-1%.mile ocean
swim, climbed out of the ocean and
onto blkes for a 112-mile ride across
sun-baked lava flelds that rolled up and
down in mind-breaking one-mile in-
clines, then got off the blkes and Imme-
diately ran a 28.2.mile marathon.

R »

As it all that weren't enough, winds
were 20 mlles an hour, the sun was
scorching down out of the clear sky,
and the temperature was 95 degrees, or
20 degrees more than for the recent
Detroit marathon, which was consid-
ered blistering hot at 75.

“It's mentally exhausting, more men-
tally than physically,” said Blanchaed,
a Blrmingham resident who owna the
Total Runner store at the Franklin Pla-
22 in Southfleld, He completed his
grind In 10 hours, 48 minutes. “It's cs-
peclally tough when you're rlding into
that wind for hours at a time,” he sald.

BLANCHARD, 40, has been an athe
lete all his life. Originally a swimmer,
he graduated from Notre Dame In 1964
wlth 12 school and pool records to his
credit, But it wasn't until 1978 that
Blanchard ran his first marathon, In

trolt. . . .
He tinished In 2:50:58, which by four

sceconds qualltied him to run in the Bes-
ton Marathon. That's a great time fora
flrst marathon, but if It sounds like he
had an easy day, he dida't,

4

He passed out on his feet 200 yards
from the finish lifie, crawled across it,
out and was flown by helicopter
to Hutzel Hospital,
“The {irst thing I wanted to know
when I woke up was where was my son,
and how'did I finish.”

CHARLIE HAS two sons, Todd, 19,
and Neal, 11, who live with thelr
mother in Dallas. They stay with Char.
1le in the summers, are avid runners,
and are bugging him already to do tris

athlons, presumably of a shorter dls-
tance than the monster In Hawali.

It Blanchard, who bas tun nine
marathons, including three Bostons,
and has a personal best time of NB
seems a natural to own a running llom
(hat wasn't always the case.

He went to Ohlo State for a master's
In buslness adminlstration, "which pro-
pared me for & llfe in corporate Ameri-

ca.” He got a job for Continental Can
and after seven years, in 1974, was gen-
erz] plant manager of its hlg Melvin-
dale factory, He had mado it, but he
wasn't happy.

team conslsts of Plerog, Kim Walquist,
Kim Goins and Judy Kettenstock.

Kim Dorsey of Garden City was a
double winner with league records in
the the 500 free (5:45.8) and the 200
free (1:51.1). John Glenn's Shon Pllarski
set another confercnce record by
amassing 336.10 polnts in dlving.

CATHOLIC LEAGUE
GIRLS' SKIMMING MEET

TEAM FINISI — 1. Farmiagton Our Lady of
Mercy. 48 polni: 1. Birmingham Martan, 343 3.
a1 Oak Shrine, 33; 4. Harper Woods Regina, 73
5 Hacion Tiehgas Blahop Foley, 62; 6. Harper
Woods Dushop Gallagher, 81; 7, Grosse Pointe Star

of b Sea, 44; 9. Dearborn St. Alpbonsas, M.

INDIVIDUAL IIESIII.'IS

200.YARD MEDLEY RELAY — 1, Mercy
Sainders, Jul Andrics, Nancy Nehr, Beth br Dmlel)
1:57.6; 3. Dirmingham Marian, 201.7; 3. Hurper

Woods Reglna, 1:14.4.
200-YARD FRI - Drita Drookes
persy), 1304, 2 Sue lierop (Nu\'y). 200 3,
Nancy Machilian (Muriaol. 30
NDIVTBUAL MEDLEY — 1. Chra
Mackiniun u.zm...),
o7} Nancy Netr ierey).
ursick

i3 G
(Mnrun) u l. 2. Beth Drolet (Memy). 388 8.

3.3 Andﬂu (Mec.

Maureca Kelly (Mercy), 824,

ING = 1. Michelle Luccl {Marian), 387.1%
wml: 2. Mary Faber {Mercy), 300.75; ). Nancy
J.mumlrl‘nl. 331.50.

180 UTTERFLY — L, Nancy Machilli-
M(Mlﬂl!L 1:02.4: 2. Nancy Nehr (Mercy), 1:.03.8;
3 Pam Saunders ety

100-YARD FR Gurtick
{Marlan), 348; 2. mm Drole umq), 5% 3
Mauzeen Kelly Giterey

SO0YARD FREESTVLE — 1, Brits Drockes
(Mercy), $:143; 2. Sue Herzog (Mercy), 2.002; 3.
Chrl Machinlan (Marlan. 330
CKSTROKE — 1, Pam Saunders
lMcqu 1oy E Amy Sparkman (Galigherh
£:06.2; 3, Julle Chrzanowsl (Merey), |

100-VARD BREASTSTTIONE 1. il Andries
{Mercy), 1:10.0 {Andries set Jeague record of 1:08.9
a preliminaries). 2. Clare Heamlec (Shrine), 1:12.%;
3. B Bowen iarianl. LIS,

00.YARD FREESTYLE RELAY — 1, Dire
mmmm mmn (cm. MacMiilian, Nancy Mac-
Millan, Dunn 9, Chris Gurzlck), 3475 2.
Mercy, 383405, myn Ok Shrive, :10.2.

NORTHWEST SUDURBAN LEAGUE
GIRLS' SWLHMINOM!I’I
1 FINISI — 1. North Farmingin, 205
pnlnu', 2, Westlend John Glmﬂ. 289, 3. Nedford
Thurston, 152 4. Redford Union, l!i 4. Gardea
Quy, 126, 6. Livonla Franklin, 1£2,

INDIVIDUAL RESULTS

200-YARD MEDLEY RELAY — I
Facmingion (Kathy Plerog, Kim W
Golny, Judy xmzmmcl; 20438 ! R-ﬂurd

Nnm

Tourston, 3067, 3. Wﬂlllné.lohnrlfl'm i 134,
100-YARD FREESTVLE — m Dorsey

{Garden City), 1:52.5 {league r«orﬂ;: JAII Meneil-

ley (North), 209.3: 3, K!I.IJHMLHM[CI(ML I II 5
200-YARD MEDLEY RELA'

{Glean), 3:36.3; 2. Katy Illmdm WnnhLQ II! !

Kim w.n (Nunhj.: 327,

504 FREESTYLE — 1. Mary M-ndumlu
ﬁuna). :! 8:2. Helen Su! liovud (North}, 28.3.
Sbllly mllnll {Clean),

-1 sm l‘ihnll {Glena), Jl‘lﬂ
(lnlue records; 2. Karen Keaywada (Thurste
292.95; 3. Janet Lowham (ll!dhm’ Union), 277 ID
100-YARD DUTTERFLY — 1, Katy Harnden
(North), 1:05.3; 2. Kim [;olm (Nanm 1:07.; 3. Cla
4y Walkuskl (Glena), 1
100-YARD

BV
1leld (North), $2.0; 2. Reten Soe
38.0,3, Shelly Pilarskl (Glenn), 51

%-YARD FR 3 Kim Dorsey
{Garden CIU). !:l!! {league recordy, 2. Keis Jobn.
ston (John Glenn), 8:436; 3. Karin Kinsmaa
(Worth), 8:47. 57

£09-! YAnn mnmnox: - 1 Knny l‘lﬂo‘
(North) 1:00.9 (leagu
(Glemu, o3 Danieits Mmer mumnn)

107
100.YARD BREASTSTROXE — 1, Kasia Wilson
(Glenn), 1:2200; 2. Kim Falauie Norw), 1328
3.5ve Murray (Glean), 1:33 6
(00-YARD FREESTYLE fIELAY — 1, North
Farmingtan (Kathy Pierog, Jill Menellley, Mary
Mandertield, Jlelen Sue Howard), 353,92 (eagoe
recordx 2. Westland John Glean, 4-06.08; 3. Garden
chty, 4975, -

masters triathlon

“i WASN'T sulted to a big erganiza-
tion,” Blanchard sald. *When running
became the highlight of my day, I real.
fzed T was not cut out of that mold,
That was at a time when If you ran at
noon, you were welrd, but if you drank
three martinis on your lunch hour, you
were conventlonal.”

He quit and by 1978 was runoing his
own store In Southflcld, Desplte a’bad
economy and high interest rates, Total
Runner prospered, so much so that
Blanchard will opcn another store, at
Vernier and Grosse Polnte,
wlthin two wccks

After tralnlng for the triathlon, run-
ning a storc comes easy. A typleal day
In his last month of lralning before
leaving for Hawall consisted of flve
hours of tough tralnlng — 3,000 yards
of swimming, a 50-60-mlle bike ride
that took three hours alone, and a 10-
mile awim. "And that five hours doesn't
include things like stretching, changing
clothes, and tinkering with my blke.”

HIS BIKE lsn't your average

%

Schwinn. It iy a 14-speed collectlon of
the best parts in the world of cyeling
that, all assembled, cost him about
$2,000.

Desplte the fine equipment and rige-
rous training, Blanchard almost had to
drop out in Hawali. He finished the
swim and blke ride with no problems,
but four miles Into the marathon, *I
came to a screeching halt, T had all the
symptoms of hypothermla — my tem-
ples were poundlng and I had goose
bumps — it was sunny and £5. I was
loslng flulds excesslvely., I was getting
overwhelmed with the heat.

“IT GOT TO WHERE ! had to swp
and walk for half a mile. Really, I
thought there was a chance I'd bave to
dropout.”

But his body cooled down, his
strength returned and he flnlshed
strong to beat Tony Alessi of Pontlac
and Dennls Kurtls of Novl, his main
compet(tors [rom the atate,

“Kurtls s a 2:20 marathoner. I knew
he was close to me, and If he wanted to
beat me out, he was golng to have to

v

pay for it, so I pleked It up for the Tast
10 miles,” Blanchard said.

No problem. He flnlshed (wo minutes
ahead of Kurtis, turning in a time of
3:39 for the marathon, not a bad time
at all and unbellevable consldering
what went before It

WHAT'S NEXT? *I want to run a
marathon this winter so I can quallfy
for Boston again,” he sald, making It
sound as natural and as casy as eross-
ing the street.

As for earcer goals, there's the new
store and a fledgling career In broad-
casting. He did commentary for Chan-
net 4 for this year's Detrolt marathon
and would like to continue in TV doing
{eatures on partlcipatory sparts. Then
there's hls budding writing career and
his new contract to run for Nike next

year.
Blanchard [s hosting a serlcs of free
running clinles, sponsored by Nike, at
his store over the winter months. The
next scheduled cllnic is Dee, 14, For
Curther information, call 35¢-1177.
You just can't slow Charlie down,



