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The also-rans

Candidates reflect on offices that got away
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By M.8, Dlllon Ward
slaft wrltor

For the political candldates
who worked body-wracking 18-
hour days for months only to Jese
In the recent primary and gener-
a1 electlons, the ordeal of cam-
palgning and losing created a
kaleldoscope of unforgettable
emotton and experience.

“The biggest fecling was the
fecling of disappointment. We re-
ally did go all out to win this”
said John Anderson, who was the
unsuccessful 15th District Senate
Republican eandldate.

“Closcly behind comes. the
feellng of empllness. Your sched-
ule has been so fam-packed with
activitles related to the cam-
palgn that particularly the first
day or two after the election you
come home at the end of a work
day and say to yourself, ‘Wherd
dalgonext?

“There are no speeches to be
made, no public appearances
scheduled, no doors to knock on
— you find yourself compictely
lost.”

The recently wed Anderson,
former business executlve with a
Farmington Hills manufacturing
firm, practices law with an area

Aldo Vn‘gnozzl

{lrm.

“After 2 week or two, you
work that out of your system.
Sill], there are some llngering
memories of what you might
bave done diffesently during the
campaign. You indulge in second
thoughts."

For Democratle setivist Aldo
Vagnozzl, who embarked on an
Wl-destined uphill cllmb to
upstage incumbent state Rep.
Sandy Brotherton, R-Farming-
ton, in the §9th District race,
there was no letdown.

“l was reallstic cnough to
know that the dlstrict was
unwinnable. But I think It's Im-
portant that there be opposition
even in the loughest race, Sandy,
1 think, appreciated at least a
small challenge,” sajd the Farm-
Ington Hills resident.

*Ours was the kind of race that
allows the discusslon of the |s-
sues. In a race such as mine, nei-
ther candidate has to be uptight
about what is said.”

Alan Feyer, the Observer's
cholce for Democrat In the state
Senate primaty race who bowed
to cventval winner Sen. Jack
Fazon, D-Detrolt, had prepared
for the worst,

“You have some idea of what

is likely to happen, The prospect
of losing is clear enovgh.”

The Southfield resident, who
atiributes his defeat to belng o
{irst-time candidate unwilllng to
take moncy from speclal Interest
groups, relishing  pleasant
memories in the election’s after-
math. .

"“The neighbers, frlends and
people new to the process who
belicved cnough In you te spend
thelr summer campalgning and
can’t understand why athers
don't — I'm tremendously hon-
ored by thelr cfforts.

“The fssues would be there
whether you wln or lose, It's the
nature of the campalgn and how
proud I felt — the level of ef-
fort.”

Most of all, Feuer i3 enjoying
the Ume he has to wrlte, read,
putter around his aprtment, and
“gsee my family on some normal
basls rather than at a shopping
center on a Saturday morning.”

“Novi’s David Pickering, un-
suecessful in the primary in his
bid for the Republican nod in the
15th Dlstrict Senate race, sald
“it's very difflcult to cxplain the
disappolntment, what goes on
within one's sell.”

"You've been In the pudlle

limelight where your  thoughts
and opinlons have mattered.
You've become a spokesman for
(he community. By the end of the
campaign, whoever the candi.
date 13, you're basically exhoust-
ed. Every meeting and function
becomes an emotlonal straln and
draln.

“The day after the election, no
one cares what you think. But
I'm not bltter. You accept what
people say and go on.”

Vagnozzi and Anderson enter-
taln thoughts of a second bld for
pelltical office.

“A3 of the other day, there's an
openling for the Democratic pres-
Identia) nominee. T might take a
look at that,” Vagnozat joked.

Of the Intervlewed candldates,
only Anderson is seriously con-
sldering another campalgn.

“I wouldn't hesitate to run
agaln i 1 felt the economle prob-
lems currently faclng the state
have not been resolved or ad-
dressed sulficlently," he sald.

Though Anderson cannot yet
identify which office he would
seek, he's trylng “to find an op-
portunity to make myself count,
Something that has motivated
me all along s the Idea of publle
serviee.”
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Mike Solan (left), poster child Ben Hill and TV star Dean But-
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Mike Solan, general manager of WLLZ-FM (o
Farmingion Hills, met with natlonat March of
Dimes ambassador Dean Butler and 1983-
posier-child Ben HIll during a recent gathering
of key volunteers in Chicage.

Butler, star. of NBC's “Little House: A New
Beglanlng,” and 5-year-old Ben highlighted the
meeting held to discuss current eiforts in the
fight against birth defects - the March of
Dimes goal.

WLLZ served as pllot statlon for WalkAmerl-
ca 1982, which raised approximately $700,000 In
pledges to the voluntary health organization in
April. .
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Young Ben was born with "open spine” and
symbolizes the 250,000 Infants born wlih birth
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