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Tt was @ rugged battle’
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Les Reitz reads a passage from the journal entry ho made on Dec.
7. 1941, when he was aboard the USS Pennsylvania in Pearl Har-

Pearl Harbor survivor re

By Mary Rodrique staf! wriler Razz and Chick and Army are scrib-
bled under Lhe pictures. i

A pocket-aize Journal wilth entries
from Jan. 13, 1941, through June 3,
1942, and yellowed papers of commen-
dation and discharge recall another

era,

It's a tma that Reitz hasn't thought
much about lately, he admits. Even bis
wife of S1 yeara says she has never

- heard some of the stories before,

With Hlitle prompting, Reilz’s mem-
ory Is back to Aug, 30, 1940, the day he
;nllsu:d in the US. Navy at Norfolk,

a.
“Alter boot camp, we went by train
.to Bremerton, Wash,, where we board-
ed Lhe Penasylvania, )

*We were in and out of Pearl Harbor
many times,” he said. “We'd be in port
a few days, then go back at sea.

“At the time of the attack, we were
in dry dock, When it came about that
Sunday smorning, I was serving chow. It
was about 10 to 8.

I heard the explosion and looked out
starboard side porthole and saw bombs
dropplng — then a planc with torpedos.
I saw the red sun on the side of the
plane.”

Because of thelr tralning, Reitz says,
there was no panle. )

Everybody went right to théir battle
stations, Nobody cried. I went to gener-

“I was in the Seventh Division

compartment at chow when ft all
broke loose on the outside.
. “Ihcard an explosion and looked
out the porthole across the channel
to zee some of our planes afire. It
was then I saw an unknown plane
make o circle and go over the hang-
ar. Then I saw the shincy bombs go
down from the plane. There was an-
other terrific explosion,

*] was mad, everyone elsc was
mad. It was no time at all that we
were firing at them. It was a rugged
battle while it lasted.”

Lester Reftz was o 22 year-old ma-
chinist's mate 1st class aboard the USS
Pennsylvanin when ke made that jour-
nal entry on Dec. 7, 1941,

Now 63, Reitz lives in Redford Town-
ship with hls wife, Renee, and Amy, 25,
the youngest of their throe daughters.

His war memordhilia Is neatly packs
aged to help recall those 41-year-old
memories. There's a phole album
showing sallors aboard ship at atten-
tion on deck, uniforms blowing in the
breeze, and others of clean-cut young
mea playfully mugging under palm
trees on the beach. Nicknames like

v

al quarters statlon and handied five-

* inch shell projectors.
“I was down there from 10 to 8 unti!

3 p.m. before I was atlowed to leave.”
When ho stood on deck at m

membéi'._s ‘Ir)‘é:ybf infamy’

Pennsylvanla teft Pearl Harbor on Dec.
20, 1941,

“We teft the dock and out the
channel we went, past the Nevada

noon, Lhe alght was devastating. '

*“The Oklshoma was capsized, the Ar-
Izonn was sunk and on fire. The ship in
the spot where we were supposed to
was capalzed, The Californla was sunk.
The Nevada was sunk, the West Virgin-
fa was sunk. All of them were doodling
in the water.” -

which was g ded in the channel
and they sent up loud cheers to us to
do our stuff. On we went out to sea
— then {t got dark and who knew

be . what would come next, Would it be

torpedos, bombs or shells? Welooked
and watched for the enemy.”

That particular cruise end stateside
t Sas

Damage to the F was
nimal,

“We took one 500-poutd bomb star-
board,” he sald. “We couldn't sink be-
cause we were In dry dock, Fifty-seven
men were killed on our ship.”

Abott 300 of Lhe 3,000 men assigned
to the Pennsylvania were off ship at-
tending church services when the at-
tack started, Reltz said.

Elght carloads of ammunition were
spent during the battle.

*We got credit far shooting down 18
Japanese planes,” he sald. “They (Japa-
nese) dldn't bother us much because we
were In dry dock and they couldn’t sink

us,

1 lost quito a few buddles, Guyz T
went on the beach with a lot.®
. Reitzls journal indlcates that the

o where the Pennsy
nia was refltted with guns before re-
turning to sea for batile.

Over the next four years, Reltz and
the Pennsylvania saw actlon in the Pa-
clfic, from the Aleutian Islands in the
north to the Marshall Islands, Salpan
and Guam in the south.

*1 never suffered any Injurics, and
the ship never suffered any more dam-
age after Pear] Harbor,” he said. .

Roitz was honorably discharged July
12, 1945, Having contracted rheumatie
fever in the South Paclfic, he was dis:
charged from the US. Naval Hospital
at Treasure Island, San Francisco after
doctors detected a heart murmur. .

*I've never been back lo Hawally
stnce the service,” he sald, “But I would,
go. It would be nice.” .

'
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