Rodd board aéked to baék off

By Buxie Rollins Singer

statt writer 1f SEMTA prevalls in the state Court  and sheltered workshops,
of Appeals, the Road Ci plans C Lawrence Pernick, D-
. The Oakland County Board of Com- to appeal the decislon. Southficld,. told the audlence that be-

missloners is urglng the county Road’
Commission to drop its role in impend-
ing Jawsult over SEMTA funds,

In a 19-5 vote, the county board
“adopted a resolution calling for the re-
“Jease of $21 milllon in tri-county vehl.
cle lcense surcharges and title trans-
“fer taxes. The money 1s belng held In a
speclal escrow fund pending outcome

ot g the
Michigan Transportatlon Authority and
the Road Commlssion.

Opposing the resolutlon were Repub-
liean Commissioners Anne Hobart of
Pontlac, Paul Kasper of Bloomficld
Hllls, James Lanni of Royal Oak, Jo-
seph Montante af Orchard Lake and
Richard Wllcox of Ortonville.

ABOUT 30 persons, mostly handi-
capped, spoke to the board opposing
the SEMTA bus cuts.

‘They sald they depended on the ser-
vice o get lo medical appointments

SEMTA tax halts

Beginning Jan. 1, the $2.50 Southeast

| Michigan Transportation Authority

(SEMTA) tax for renewlng vehicle

i registrations no longer will be collect-

. ed in Wayne, Oakland and Macomb
i countles.

3 The change Is reflected In prepared

y  vehlele renewal applicatlons now belng

]

send 45 days In advance to motorists in
three countles. The $2.50 SEMTA tax
along with a $6 tax on titles have been
coltected In Wayne, Oakland and Ma-
comb counties since 1977

Accordlng to Secretary of State
Richard Austin, the law catablishing
both speclal taxes is scheduled to ex-
pire Dec. 31,

cause the commissioners appoint Road
Commisslon board members, they
could use their influence, to stop the
road commission's appeal, .

“We will be appointing a new (road)
commissloner next year, and this ace
tlon (the appeal) is -somethlng we
should not support,” Pernick sald,

‘The money held in waa: collected
from special vehlcle taxes charged to
Wayne, Oakland and Macomb county
residents, The Oakland road board ob-
Jected Lo the collections, and Attorncy
General Frank Kelley ruled that the
collectlons were unconstitutlonal.

John Grubba, managing dircctor of
the road commission, said he Inter-
vened because he thought "SEMTA was
asklng for too much.”

WITHOUT the escrowed funds,
SEMTA will be forced Lo cut s ser-
vices by 80 percent Jan, 1. Most culs
will involve SEMTA's connectors and
train programs, which serve many
handlcapped and clderly persons,

Several commmissioners opposed
the resolutlon because they faver de-

veloping a transportatlon service oper-
atlng onty In Oakland County.

wSEMTA [s contlnulng to deter-
lorate,” sald lame duck commissioner

. Kasper, one of three Oakland members

on the SEMTA board. .

“We can do it alone. We're golng to
get tess and less, and it's golng Lo cost
you more and more. SEMTA Is in a crl-
3is altuation, and it hasn't changed,” he
a

COUNTY EXECUTIVE Danlel T.
Murphy supported the board's resolu-
tion but also favored having state legis-
Jatlon to pay for the transportation sys-
tem, rather than relying on tri-county
vehlele tleense surcharges and title
transfer taxes.

“This board and I are behind the bus
system. We don't want Il cut,” he told
the audience of nearly 500

“We had to fight with the SEMTA .

board to get small buses operating ln
this county. We we don't have a tax to
pay for this aystem.

“The $21 milllon will keep part of
the system going this year, but what
about next year? We havé to get the
Legistature to come up with a tax pro-

SAVE w °35

Monday, Decambeor 8, 1982 OLE

(OI7A

SEMTA case

posal to pay for the system,” he ex-
plalned.
THE BOARD also adopted a resolu-

(on opposing substitute House Bills
8148, 6149 and 8151, which are part of
the publie transit funding legislatlon.

class reunions

The Observer & Eccentric will
help lacnlg classmates for school
T to
Margaret Miller, Observer & Eccen-
tric, 36250 Schoolcraft, Livonia
48150, First and last names must be
used with any telephone numbers
submitted.

@ DETROIT HOLY ROSARY

A reunlon §s belng planned March 26
for all graduates of Holy Rosary High
School when it was located on Harper
between Woodward and John R In Do~
trolt, Those who want more informa-
tion may call Peggy Gharlston, 979-
1523, or Frances Clinard, 777-1862.

® DETROIT MUMFORD
Graduates of Mumford High School
in the classes of Janvary, June and
August 1963 are belng sought for a 20
year reunion. Those interested o at-
tending or having information on class-
mates are invited to call Joanl
(Brandes) Lesser, 628-2636, or Gail
(Frledman) Beale, 352-6533.

@ FARMINGTON 1958

Plans are beglnning for a 25-year re-
unon for the class that gradualed from
Farmington High School in 1958, An or-
ganlzational meeting will be held at
7:30 pm. Wednesday, Dec. 8 at the
school, Those who would work on the
reunton or have Information on class-
mates are asked to call Atayne (Cel
inske) Rac, 474-6055, after 6 p.m.
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