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oral quarrel

B T S

This week’s Oral Quarrel question asked readers whether a law re-
quirlng persons to wear seatbelts would save lives and whether gov-
. ernment should pass laws to protect people who don’t want te be pro-

tected. Followlng are the responses.

® I've been @ Republican for 60
years in CL Fi and

1 FEEL THAT safety belts arc a ml-
and  everybody

Farmington Hllls, and I don't want
Rulh or anyone ¢lse to tell me to wear
seat beits. Tell Ruth to find something
more important to do, and that goes for
80 senlor citizens I have talked to,

@ Tell Ruth to mind her own busi-
ness and stay In Birmingham, If she
wants to wear seat belts, let her wear

em.

@ I am tired of having our clected
officials telling us what we have to do.
I they want to do §1, Jet them do it and
let us alene,

® Yes, the government should pro-
tect people who don't want to wear scat
belts because I know people who were
burned (o death that had seat belts on
— people conldn't free them in the fire.

+ They should be free to wear them or
not wear them. I know of another per-
nrln that was hurt boecause of a seat

L.

® I don't think we should have lo
wear seat belts, I think [t should be our
own decision, The government [s step-
ping on our toes too much atready tell-
Ing us what to do. Next thing they will
want us to do Is wear flre-retardant
sults while we are in the car, The whole
thing stinks.

® The answer is no, and you can teil
Ruth to stlek her seat belt In her ear,

® The government shoutd pass rules
to protect lives because they do al
ready for businesses, Businesses are re-
qulred to have taws for seat belts and
they are trylng to pass air bags, Man-
datory seat belts would not hurt a

thing.

® Yes, definitely. If we enact laws
to save lives, the relatives of sulciders
cannot collect on lawsutts,

® Well, I don't like the government
makling thal declslon for me, and I
think it should be left up to the indlvld-
val and, furthermore, I am a seat belt
wearer but I don't want the govern-
ment to tell me when and how todo it.

o 1 am definitely opposed to the
government telling me T have to weara
scat belt although 1 usually wear one.

& We have 100 much gavernment now.

@ [ think there are too many laws
that are presently on the books that
create problems for honest everyday
cltizens. I don't think that we need an-
other 1aw to make criminals aut of In-
nocent people. This s exacily what
happens when you get a ticket, you be-
come a eriminal and thls s taking
away my right to declde what I want to
do with my ilfe.
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nor
should get used to wearing them and it
would save a lot of llves and a lot of
f{nsurance money for everybody {mean-
ing insurance premiums). X

@ I want to know who says‘that if
you put on a safety belt that everything
is all safety, You can get locked in the
car. If you can't reach the release but-
ton on the seat belt and maybe no one
is around if you run off the road and hit
a tree, maybe you're locked in your
car. Who says everything has to be pro-
safety in these deals? I think it is in-
{ringing on my personal rights.

® The $10 clvli flnc for violaters for
not wearing a seat bell fs a tax de-
signed for the pollce department to
pick up money, Those fellows should be
in the alley earning thele moncey so that
our homes aren't ripped off, not sitting
In the driveway looking for guys not
wearing a seat belt. .

® 1 don't think they should be man-
datory especlally for people who have
a phobia of belog hemmed in.

o 1 think the gall of Ruth McNamee,
our vep In ofilce, is just golng too far.
My constltutionnl rights are belng vio-
{ated daily, How about passing capital
punishment for murder? Recelving a
cltatlon makes me, a taxed and.law-
abldlng citizen, a criminal.. How about
a part-time legistature — maybe there
won'l be cnough time to make new
laws.

@ Idon't think It should be mandato-

ty to wear sent |bel1.!. 1 think the repre-
e .

Yy
with more important things rather than
seat belts.

@ Idon't think there should be a law
protecting people that don't want o be
protected and protect people who want
to be protecied beeause if you made
that kind of a law, then there wouldn't
be a law. You would be contradicting
yourself by saylng yes you have to
wear them but no you den't have to
wear them,

@ No, I don't think there ls ample
proof that you save lives by buckling
up because, primarily, most of the
head-on collisions are so minimal in

don't think the government has any
right to get involved.

® Yes, definltely, There are adults
that have to be treated lke children
and told what to do to save thelr own

ves,

© Yes, definitely, the seat belt law
should be , It certalnly will save
lives. It's been looked Into many times,
nnd 1t takes place in Ontario and it's
working well there so It deflnltely
should be put into Iaw here,

@ I don't think people should be re-
qulred to wear scat belts because In
some nstances it has been shown that
they were killed becauss they had seat
belts on, Who Is to say how the accident
is golng to happen? It is also an in-
fringement on people’s clvil Ubertles,
and the next thing you know, If they get
away with this, they will be telling you
when to Inhnle and exhale,

® Iam 200 percent against having a
law making people wear scat belts. It
[s just one mare freedom of mine that
would be taken away. If they are golng
to concern themselves with making

Lobbyist rules state’s 3rd branch

URING A RECENT disagree.

ment between Livonla Mayor

Edward MeNamara and

state Rep. Jack Kicksey over

who should have been dolng what to
save the city of Livonin's share of race
track revenuc, McNamara complained
that neither Kirksey nor state Sen. R.
Robert. Geake, R-Northvilte, had in-
formed him Gov, Witliam Milliken bad
vetoed a race track appropriations bill.
The mayor hod  sssee———
to find out, he ————r0—
sald, from lobby-
Ist James Karoub,
whose flrm Is ro-
telned by Livonla
to represent lfs
interests in Lans-
in

Bob
Wisler

g
‘The fact s, no-
body In state gov-
ernment or local
government
should be
surprised that Karoub Ls the firstest
with the mostest. .

driving In Michigan safer, the flrat
thing they should do i rescind the law
that allows people to tumn on the red
light. It has caused more trouble than
anylhlng else golng.

o1 don't think the government
should interfere. I bellove there should
be scat bells [n the car, but I think it
should be up to the individual person aa
to whether they want to wear It or not.
T don't think the gavernment should
make any law requiring it.

o Yes, deflnltcly.

® Absolutely not. The time bas
come when we must stop mandating
peaple'’s lives Into a regulatory exis-
tence or very soon big brother will
have us afl In his clutehes.

® Absolutely, It should be Installed,
IU's nat 30 much saving lives as the im-
mensa cost (o all of us, Direct medical
expenses for people who are injured
and have to have medical care, and if
they had seat belts they probably
wouldn t have this injury and these
costs are passed on to you.

® No, the government i5 into too

KAROUB, 53, is a former Highland
Park politician and Jaycee young man
of the year (1884) who served two
terms in the state Legislature (196263,
1867-68) before belng knocked out {n a
1968 Democratic primary, which plited
him against six Poles.

Most defeated politiclans pack uvp
thelr troubles and go back home, but
erlqlmb was never known fer giving up
caslly. .

Of the myriad of lobbylsts who bave
tried to Influence siate leglslators, In-
cludlng a few dozen former legislators,
Karoub stands head and shoulders
above the rest. This is true cven though
Karoub makes Jim Blanchard lock tall.

However short and slight he is,
Karoub is always iotense. He s even
flerce and [ntimidating when he wants
to be, which is most of the time, partie-
ularly when he has his mlnd set on
seeuring passage of certaln leglsiation
or blocking passage of other leglsla-

tion.
Karoub's lobbylng flrm has the big-
gest stable of clients in Lansing includ-
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tauch stuff now that they know zothing

“about. 1f Congress Is going to design

our automoblles, no wonder nobody
will buy them.

@ T think front seat belts should be
mandatory. Not ualng a seat belt {nfe-

Inges on my rights because I must

ing Blue Cross and several assoclations
related to racing, Most recently he was
glven credlt for cngineering the re-
clection of Sen. Willlam D. Faust, D-
Westland, as Senate majorty leader
over tho UAW's darling, Gary Cerbln,
D-Cll

0.

Sen. Basil Brown, D-Highland Park,
gave this reason for voting for Corbln
and agalnst Faust: "If it’s true, and [
think it is, that one of "em's the UAW's
stooge and the other one Is Jimmy
Karoub's stooge, then it's a matter of
whose stooge you prefer, I prefer the
UAW's stooge.”

. FOR MANY YEARS, Karoub's most
imporiant ally in the Legislature was
Sen. Blll Huffman, D-Madlson Heights,
who was long-time vice chairman of
the Seante Appropriations Committee
and, for a number of reasons, almost
ran the commlittee,

Huftman (who retlred this year to
become a lobbyist with none other than
James Karoub) could get just about
anything he wanted out of other legisla-

sharo the cost of thelr bospitallzation

after an injury that could have been

prevented, .
@ I don't know If scat belts save
1lves or not, but I don’t want Lhe gov-
ernment to Interfcre In my life any:

more than it's interfering now.

tors because of the commlttee control
over appropriations, As he used to say,
“Soener or later, they all come to me.”

1If all this gives you an indlcation that
there is something wrong with state
Legiatature, so be it.

Actually there are at present three

branches of government Involved In .
lawmaking: 1) lhe cxecutive, 2) the -
Leglslature and 3) the lobbylsts and

pressure groups — with Karoub at the
apex. .

The hidden branch of government Is
able to exert political influcnce far be-
yood what s reasonable slmply be-
cause It makes the bulk of politleal
coniributions to legislative electlon
eampaigns.

One thing the Michigan Leglslature
could do with its time during the next
legislative year is to determine a bet-
ter method of flnancing election cam-
paigns — the possiblity of public {i-
nancing should be considered.

P to P
and also rear-cnd collislons that T feel
It’s the right of the Indlvldual if he
wants to use the belt, fine, and if he
don't, fine also. It should not be manda-
tory.

ABSOLUTELY NO law to wear scat
belts, 1t's up to the individual, and 1
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