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Food need is up,

Transit taxes

Little immediate

help for SEMTA

but so is generosity
— Salvation Army

By Suzle Roiline Blngor“ :
tatf writer ..

Christmas could be & fot merrier for
3,500 Oakland County famitles who will
recelve Christmas food baskels from
the Salvation Army. .

“More people are contributing this
year. Everybody is feellng (he need in
the communily to help othors, We're
getting a tot of peaple applylag for as.
sistance this year who have never ap-
plled before,” sald Marian Glllls, case-
worker for the Salvation Army in north
Oakland County. .

Hard times baven fallen on many
more people this yule season, and a3 a
result of donations to the Red Kettles,
food and $28,000 worth of toys should
wind.up in the hands of needy young-
sters,

THE SALVATION Army, an agency
of United Way, ia dlvided into three
sections in Oakiand County, Each runs
{ta‘food basket program slightly differ-
ently, but the result.of malching fami-
lles with foodstuffs is the same,

Al three chapter coordinators agree
that the number of reclplents is up this
year, but 30 are donatlons.

“You would think becausc so many

ple are unemployed they wouldn't
be glving, but that just lso't the case.
Pecple are dropping money in the ket-
tles," said Gillls,

PEOPLE LIVING in the north end of

- the county applicd for the baskets In.

November. A postcard assigning a time
and date for the family to plek up thelr
toy and food voucher will be seat to
each recipient during the upcoming
weeks. .

“Ye give them a food voucher that
they turn in at any grocery store. They
range In price from $10-for a alngle
person up Lo $40 or $50 for a large fam-
{ly. They can't buy booze or cigarettes
with the vouchers.”

After showing  Salavatlon Army
workers proof that children live in the
household, the parents can sclect a new
toy for each chlld.

‘Anyona who produces proa! he or she
Is on some sott of government assist-

‘We're getting people
who have never '

By Suxle Rolline Singer
staff writor

Despite efforts by state representa-
Uves to move a $600-millicn transpor-
tatlon packnge through the Michigan
Legialature, SEMTA offlcials still aay
it won't bail them out of financlal trou-

ble.
“We're pleased that the House
pagsed the package, But in lerms of

pplied for assi
before. . . . Wetry to
give them more than
food. We try to give
them hope.”
— John Crampton

{or the food basket program, Gillls

SOUTH OAKLAND residents are
served by the Royal Ook branch. Peo-
ple can call In for assistance up untll
Christmas, sald Sandy Kemp of south
Qakland County social services. The
number Is 585-5600. )

Instead of vouchers, familles recelve
actual food baskets containing chickens
or turkeys, potatoes, bread, margarine,
vegetahies, soups, julces and a Christ-
max stocking (llled with candy,

‘They cost the Salavation Army $20 a
basket.

Most of the canned goods arc donat-
ed from school children, arca clubs and
Goodlellows,” Kemp sald.

The Goodlellows sereen the appll-
cants, Kemp said, and nearly everyone
who requests hielp, recelves it,

“The only time we turn people away
is §f they're trying to cheat us,” sho
sald, )

THE WESTERN section of the coun-
ty Is served by the Farmington Hills
branch, whose telephone number is
477-1153. 3

“Wo're a pretly small post. We've
only had about 25 requests so far,” sald
Eavoy John Crampton, director of the
Salvatlon Army Corps Community Cen+
ter in Farmlington Hiils, .

*People who apply to this office plck
up thelr food baskets at the Evangeline
Center on Trumbull, The toys are
picked up In a shop in Dearbomn
Helghts,” Crampton said,

“We're getting people who have nev-
er applled for assistance before.

ance program — be it
ADC or general asslstanco — [s eligible

They're They reallze they
can't feed thelr families without help.”

itbacks we cannot say the passage of
the package will forestall cuts in Janu-
ary,” sald Gail Whitty, manager of
communications at SEMTA (the South-
east Mlchigan Transportation Authorl-
ty). i
“Unless the state Court of Appeals
releases the §9.2 miltlon It's holding in
escrow, our short-term operating necds
will not ba met. The packnge provides
for money for mid-'83, *84 and '85, but
not when we need it — for tomorrow,"
Whitty added.

SEMTA provides bus service
throughout the metro Detroit suburbs
and a commuter train from Pontlac to

It. The p
~ackngo s expected to carmark an ad-

ditional $5 mitlion for SEMTA next
year, but House analysta could not esti-
mate how much more the seven-county
authority would get In the second and
third years,

MORE OPTIMISTIC about the plan
are Oakland County Road C:

THE SENATE Finance Commlitee is
scheduled to take up the package at 7
p.m. today (Monday).

‘The House veralon calls for increas-
ing the state's 11-cent-a-gallon gasoline
tax as'much as 4 cents by 1984, It also
would boost annual registration fees
for cars and vehiel

officlals, who are counting on‘the hike
in gasoline taxes and vehicle reglstra-
tlon fees to keep them running on
amooth ground.

The five-bill package approved by
the House last week Is designed to
boost state aid to highways and mass
transit by more than $600 milllon over
the next three years.

“The Road Commission endorsed the
bllls when they came out of committes
In Navember," sald Dennis Pajot, pub-
lle informatlon officer for the road
commlssion.

“It {transportation package) would
put our revenues at the same place
they were in 1979. We wouldn't be able
to return to the 1979 level of services
because of inflatlon, but we'd be a lot
better off than we are now,” he added.
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Sponsors estimate that the legisia-
tion would cost tho typical Mlchigan
motorist an additional $20 a year.,

The House-proj formula would
tle annual incrcases in the state gaso-
line tax to changes in gasollne con-
sumptlon and the .cost of highway
malotenance.

The tax could vise by 2 cents a gallon
in 1983 and 2 cents In 1984 to a mazxi-
mum of 15 cents a gallon.

REVENUES from these taxes pay
for most highway repalr and construe-
tion In the state. Since 1979, when mo-
torists switched Lo more fuel-efficlent
cars and drove less, those revenues
have declined by more than 20 percent,
road otficlals say.

The House also approved bills ine
ereasing car and truck registration

fecs, Beglnning Oct. 1, new car owners
would pay a license plate fea equal to
0.4 percent of tho sales price. Present-
1y, lcense plata foes for new cars are
based on weight. ) .

For used cars or new cars bought be-
fore Oct. 1, the curvent welght-bascd
fees would ba effective. But they would
Increasa by 16 percent In February, In
1984 and 1085, those fees would be*
hiked by the same percentage that per.
sonal Income rose in the state the pre-
vious year,

_ Currently, the average license plate
fec for a passenger vehiele s §28 a
year, .

Reglstration fees for buses, trucks
and other commercial vehieles would
rise by 30 percent Jan, 1 and remaln at
that Jevel through 1985,

Sponsors cstimale that the transpor-
tation package, as approved by the
House, would increase state revenues
for highway, bridge and road repair
and constructlon by $488 mllllon over
the next three years. It would boost
atate spending on public transit by §114
milllon over the same period,

Merry Christmas

Breakfast with Santa

CONTINENTAL DANISH » SCRAMBLED EGGS
BACON.
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