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Il be known as The Miracle. on
MeNicliols Road for as long as high
school girls play atate tournament bas.
ketball In Michlgan,

That old Ya-Goita-Belicve stuff and
all the other never-say-dle expressions
certalnly applied to what Farmington

Our Lady of Mercy pulled off Saturday "

afternoon in the stote Class A glrls'
basketball flonls In the Unlversity of
Detroit's Callhan Hall,

Mercy, trailing pereanlal-champlon
Flint Northern by 19 points at the
three-quarter mark, staged a furlous
fourth-quarier comeback to upsct the
favored Flint five, 61-58, before more
than 2,100 fans.

With the vlctory, coach Larry
Baker's Mercy club closed out an ex-
cellent 24-1 season. Northern, which
was shooting for a {lith-siraight Class
A champlonshlp, went out at 25-3,

Baker, who's gulded Mercy to star-
dom In his cight years on the bench,
had trouble steering his two stars —
Jjunior Sarah Basford and sophomore
Amy DeMattia — off the Calihan court
In the pandemonlum which followed
the fInal buzzer.

The $-foot-9 Basford kept It from

belng a total blowout with her accurate
outside shootlng carly on, and the $-11
DeMattia provided the inside scoring
punch that brought the Marlins back.

After the game, nelther could mave
five feet without belng descended upon
and hugged by joyous fans,

“I've never cxperienced nnylhlnx
ke this,” sald Baker at a post-game

press confercnce. “It's just unbeliev- *

able. The rabbit came out of the hat.”

MERCY, TRADITIONALLY a
strong fourth-quarter tcam, cntered
the final elght minutes losing, 52-33.
‘Then it proceeded to outscore North-
ern, 2B-8, In the atanza,

The play of DeMattin, who started
scoring from Inside, and Basford, who
malntained her scoring pace, were fac-
tors In the rally. And 50 was Merey's

— an effe
turnaver-producing (ull-court press,

‘The press, which has saved the Mar-
lins on many occaslons, ilnally took
hold in the late golng agalnst Flint.
Pressed hard, the Vikings scemed to
collapse. Of thelr 31 turnovers, all but
nlne came In the fourth quarter,

Mercy finally look the lead, 59-58,
wlth about 50 seconda left as DeMattia
got frec and scored from short range.

Although both teams blew crucla)

Mercy stondouta Sarah Bastord (41) and Amy DeMaitia (40) race
down court during the second half of the state Class A girls’ bas-
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free throw opportunities in the last hees
tle minutes, Annctle Rugglero and
Mary Rosowskl, two more sophomare
starters, cach provided a foul shet to
the {Inal 30 zeconds to loe the victory.

Northern raced to a 20410 lead after
the first quarter and then boosted the
margin to 13 {35-22) at halfime. Thiags
looked bleak for Mercy when Northern
started the second half by making
three quick buckets.

*Our goal at the'quarter was to keep
our scll-respect,” Baker admltted. “The
game seemed to be out of reach by any
atretch of the imagination — except
Ll;ul they (the Mnrllm) did the imposst.

Addrd DeMatils, “We had nothing to

BASFORD LED all scorers with 22

. polnts on 11 fleld goals. Carelyn Burt,

the only senior starter, contributed 12
polnts, and Ruggicro and DeMattla
cach had 11,

Northern's Eveite Ott, a very quick
S-7 senlor guard, scored 16 points and
showed some dazzllng moves, Viekl
Prince an* Yvetic Thompson added 14
and 11, respectively,

Northern had ellminated Mercy in
the quarterfinal round tha past two
seasons on its way to state tltles.

Mercy miracle workers triumph

“For me, this (victory) means an end
to two years of frustration running into
this team In (he quarters and not get-
ting into a place like this," Baker sald.
“And we know we beat the best. We
bent. the best in basketball In Michl-
gan.

Northern coach Dorothy Kukulka
sald, “We lost our momentum, and
Merey capltalized. When you get to this
Tevel, It's all a matter of who maintalns
control . . . of who makes fewer mis-
takes.”

Both teams had close calls In semifl-
nals Friday in Callhan Hall,
= Mercy used 14 points by Basford and
13 by Burt and some tough defensive
‘play by Rosowskl to hold off a rallying
Lansing Everetl, 4339, Northern
stopped a strong Utica Elsenhower
team, 36-34.
MERCY $1 — FLINT NORTHERN 53
LADY OF MERCY ($1) — Annetle Ruggicro 3,
58,11; cmzyn nm 5, 27, 12; Sarah Bastord 11,
60, 23; Amy DeMatila 3, 3.9, 11; Mary Rosawski 0,
14, 1; Deverly wau.: 0., 4; Terrd Ford 0, 0-0, 0,
mf.us 24,1337, 81,
lmlan ($8) — Yyonne Thompaon
Ince 8,24, 1%; Alayna McGree 2, .
n s ﬂnyweuu 02, 8; Evetle 011 9,03, i§;
Maoslea Hughes 0, 0-0, 0 Charlotte Johnsen £, 60,
3, 70T, 811,38,

FOULS — Northern 21, Mercy 17,
FOULED OUT: McGes (FN).
MERCY - w1z 11 -6
NONTHERN 01517 § —5

3(aft photos/RANDY BORST

ketball final Saturday in the University of Detroit's Calihan Hall.

By Tom Daer
staff wrlter

" Debble Baer, the very successful girls’ swimming
coach at Rochester Adams High School, grew up

dry in Waterford Townshlp.

The Waterford public schools had no swimming
pools {and thus no swim teams) in the late 1980 —
and they still don’t. And the private swimming
clubs, 20 poputar in some parts of Qakland County,
Just weren't part of the Waterford scence back then.

But Bacr didn't let the lack of a competitive
swimming background (she was a member of Mich.
Igan State Unlversity’s synchronized swim team for
two years) keep her from bullding a winner In her

- third scason at Adams.

Her Highlanders were the surprise of the recent
Clasa A state champlonshlp mect at MSU's McCal-
lrcc Pool with a fourth, plam fintsh and 78 points.

all-area swimming

In the swimming-strong
Metro Suburban Activi-

. tes Association,

its- best season ever wlth an
ll-s ovcrall record and a u:lrd-placc finish behlnd
Blrmingham Groves and Bloomfield Hills Lahser

Wayne Gwizdala,

e

Amy DeMattia puts up 8 shot during Mercy’s furious fourth-quar-

ter rally which led to an upset victory over Flint Northern,

Bill Meidell.

Trip Bosart

Kip Petherick,

ALL-AREA GIRLS' SWIMMING TEAM

200-YARD MEDLEY RELAY — 1. Bloomfield Hills Andover {Lori El-
1lott, Lyan Kilne, Molly Blleden, Cindy Greenawait), 1:51.78; 2. Bloom{leld
Hils Lahser (Sherl Malys, Liz Cooper, Palmer Paige, Amy Dolllver),
1:54,22; 3, Birmingham Groves (Kim Pouch, Suxy Green, Lisa Cash, Ann
Markey), 1:54.29.

200-YARD FREESTYLE — 1. Lisa Lucas (Rochester Adams), 1:55.82; 2,
Chris MacMlllan (Blrmingham Mnrhn), 1:58.08; 3. Jeany Pancratz (Ando-

ver), 1:58.84.
200-YARD INDIVIDUAL MEDLEY — 1.
2:11.01; 2, Sue Otero (Blrmingham Seaholm), 2:13.79; 3. Kyra Blddolph
(Lahser), 2:17.8.
* 50-YARD FREESTYLE — 1, Marcie Sclner (Troy), 24.05; 2. Chris Gur-
ek (Marlan), 24.88; 3. Klﬂ\y Wlldm (Lahser), 25.54.
DIVING ~ 1, Carol lyan Ko ly {Groves), 388.50 polnlx', 2. Gretchen
Hawkinson (Seaholm), 348.25; 8, Mll:hnll e Luced {Marian), 3
100-YARD BUTTERFLY — 1. Kelly Smyles (Adamy), 5! 06 2 Sheri Ma-
1¥' (l-lhler), 1:00.40; 8. Kristen Catto (Suholm), 1:01.95.
00-YARD FREESTYLE — 1. Proctor (Andaver), 52.89; 3 Ann
Mlxley (vau). 54.48; 3. Krysten Hominel (Seaholm), 55.38,
FREESTYLE — 1. Brita Brookes (Farmington Our ley of
Mtrcy) S‘N 0; 2. Jackie Moas (Seaholm), 5:14.91; 3. Sue Herzog (Our !.ldy of
Mercy), MM‘.
100-YARD BACKSTROKE ~—- 1, Sheryl Barnlcoat (Andover), 1:01.26; 2,
Kﬂxu Spleer (Soathleld-Lathrup), 1:03.09; 3, Lisa Cash (Groves), 1:03.10.
00-YARD B! OKE — 1. Kim Neeb (Troy), 1:07.25; 2. Jlll Ane
drlu(oorudyol Mercy), 1:08.32; 3. Mary Carr (Adams), 1:09. u .
00-YARD FREESTYLE RELAY — 1. Andover (Karen Barnicoat, Cindy
. valll, Missy Proctor, Sheryl Bamnicoat), 3:35,26; 2. Adlm' {Debble
Zwerner, Sheri Fedak, Kelly Smyles, Lisa Lucas), 3:42.65; 3. Marian (N;
MacMlllap, Bunny Knapp, Chris Ma Chris Gurzick), 3:43.95.
COACH OF THE YEAR — Debbie Baer, Adams.

Karen Barnicoat (Andover),

For her accomplish-
ments, Baer has been
named Coach of the
Year on the Observer &
Eecentrle’s all-area
glrls’ swimming team,
which was picked re-
cently by a panel of
acea coaches,

Adams sophomores
Lisa Lucas and Kelly
Smyles, both standouts
in the atate meet, join
thelr coach on the annu-
al honor team.

"My kids arc 0 en-
thuslastic,” sald Baer,
who |pcnt 3ix yeart
teaching phyaleal education and ceaching boys’ and
glrls' awimming In the Upper Peninsula clty of
Hancock before coming to Adams.

“It would have been a rough year without that
enthuslasm. This group is 30 excitable and 3o giving
toward cach other, They set s0 many goals — and
then :len{ out and hit every one of them.”

ANOTHER AREA high school, Bloomfield Hills
Andover, turned In a state-meet performance that
was as expected as Adams’ showing was surprising.
Andover, coached by Mike Lane, won the Class A
champlonship for the third-straight year with 159
points.

Debbie Baer
Adams coach
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MEET DIRMINGHAM'S
NEW RESIDENT EXPERTS
ININVESTMENTS.

Now all the investment expert.
ise of McDonald & Company is
availabie close to home. Wayne
Gwizdala, Kip Petherick, Bill
Meidell and Trip Bosart look
forward to meeting you in the
professional setting of their new
offices in Birmingham Place. *
They'li be happy to discuss
your investment objectives any
time during business hours, or in
the evenings and on Saturdays
by appointment. Their advice is

backed by McDonald's more
than 50 years of expertise in
listed and over-the-counter secu-
rities. municipal and corporate
bonds, tax shelters, money-
market instruments and options,
as wel as our Corporate and
Municipal Finance Departments.
Call Wayne, Kip. Bill or Trip
at 540.1221. Or visit them in
Suite 333. Birmingham Place,
401 South Woodward Avenue,
Birmingham, Michigan 48011.

McDONALD & COMPANY

The better you know us the better your future look:

Member New York Stock Exchange

Member SIPC




