By Allce Collins.
< slaft writer
e .
l‘f. Milton Kort Is a magic man from the
3tip of his head to the bottom of his toes,
1 'He speaks of magic “things and
pends hour after hour in his magic
YOO,
But Kort, with his tiny handlebar
ustache and rapid-fire speech accom-
panied by chuckles, isn't an inhabltant
‘of Lhe world of “Alice In Wonderland."
L Instead, he llves a normal life, in a
" -pormal house, on a normal street. He s
.65, married, has two grown daughters
and some grandchlldren, and he wuﬂu.

. ..the generations-

hold everything ever wrltlen about
magic. Kort himsell has writlen two
books and is writing a third,

IN THE CENTER of the room Is a
black card table and chairs, Just right
for performing his favorite kind of
magle — “sleight-of-hand right there
under the nose of the person watching.
Closc-up magle s the epliome, 30 close
they can touch.”

You won't see Kort’s name on the-
ater or nightclub marquees or on na-
tional TV — he's not In show business
and never wanted to be.

“Show business is glamorous and the

as a p in the p
{ +* bullding at Slnal Hospital in Detrolt.

. MAGIC 1S his llfelong hobby — a
hobby that’s taken over a large part of
- his home and his time.

. “"Come In, let me show you some of
my proudest possessions,” he sald as he
1ed the way down the stalrs of his Blr-
mingham home and Into hls magle en-
vironment.

The first room, with shelves from
floor to ceillng, holds thousands of
knick-knacks and art, all relating to hls

hobby.
On the wall is a certificate of Kort's
. membershlp In the Inner Magle Clrcle
— with 172 members it's the most
" prestigous grotip of magleians-in the
world, according to Kort.
He pulled bis “own personal magle

war:’d" out of nilmlthdcr cn.';'c. “This %‘u He made a card disappear. . .

made for me §n Indla,”* he sald. The “From that polnt on I was hooked. I 4 .

wnAn;i hasa nkull,!slgnke and hlslnmnll:& went to the lib\B:ry and looked up books BOOKKEERING JA rthl: .:tlg To t:‘ay
ter a tour of the first room, he about magle,” he sald, "I found one on ; losoph 3, Woiss, M.D,

the way through a laundry room to o modern magle and started to copy the 9 REASONS TO CONSIDER Rhoumatology

closed door with “Kort's Kave" written

onlt.

“Enter,” he sald, opening the door.
Inslde, more shelves, magle books,
magazines and a card catalog for his

- Ubrary.

ppl is the greatest,” he zald, "but
1 only wanted magle to be a hobby, not
my life's work. One maln reason is 1
never wanted to travel,

*§ would much rather stay here and
teach the kids.”

Kort Is known by maglcians all over
the world through correspondence.

He is best known here for teachlng
magle to youngsters. He's (he master
den father for the Tel-Twelve Mystics,
a group of youngsters 10 to 16 years old
who meet monthly at the Tel-Twelve
Mall in Southficld,

KORT SAID he was “born in Detrolt
at a very carly age.” He was an only
child and “a loner.

“When § was 8, I went to a neighbor-
hood theater with my cousln to scc a
maglcian, When we got home, my cous-
in showed me the only trick he knew.

whole thing in fong hand.”

Kort Icarned cverything from books
and practiced, usually by himself. He
performed at private parties for mon-
ey when he was 18 and contlnucd only
long enough to pay his way throvgh cal-

“When I was In the army In World
War I1, T went around lecturlng on how
to cheat at cards. That’s where § made
my big mlstake — I should have played

_cards instead of lecture, I could have
made a milllon dollars.”

Hs got Involved with the Tel-Twelve
Mystics because his granddaughier,
Lori, wanted hlm to go with her whea
the club was being organized four
years ago.

Lori soon quit golng, but not Kort.
The youngsters prize him as a teacher.

A YEAR AGO the “Mystlcs” put on
their first show at the mall. It was a
success. They put on another show last
month with each of threc performances
drawing audlences of from 200-300
persons. -

Miiton Kort has been practicing
magle for 57 years, and he en-
joys teaching youngsters lke
Matt Jacobson the tricks of the
trade. Here he domonstrates
one of his favorlio tricks in his
1ibrary of his home.
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