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may be a glamorous couple,
but these local

TWOgether

worked hard to bulld their lbc-
«ces3 and a bappy marriage.

The West Bloorn!leld realdents
have been married for 14 years and
have pursued separate and overlap-
ping carcers since they flrat met. Asa
matter of fact, they met oo the job —
at an auto show in New York where
he was talking about cars of tomor-
row while she, In a slinky, silver pants
outflt with matching boots, demon-
:hntcd features of a futuristic proto.

ype.

“After 14 years we still Uke to do
good things together,” she zald Inst
week, in an Interview at thelr multl.
level subdivision home that averlooks
a small stream,

He commented, “We really are
gl;.ccd' !Hclld.!, in addltlon to cverythlng
else!

days on “The Jimmy Launce Show'
and on a Sunday morning entertaln-
ment-persopallty interview show,
both on WJIR. She's a fashion model
and fashlon-show producer,
Samctimes the two of them get to-
gether for speaking engagements,
where she may glve the women f{esh-
lo'n and beauty tips and he may be the

Jmm AND Brigite Launce,

HE'S A RADIO star, heard week-

- ternoon coffoe and dessert that Is a -
rman custom,

Ge

A FEW YEARS ago, Lauace began
a dinper-theater operation, Jimmy
Launce Productions, which puts on
shows at Somerset Dinner Theatre in
Troy's Somerset Mall, The production
company recently opened its second
dinner theater at the old db'’s club at
the Hyatt-Regeacy In Dearborn.

bout once a year, he appears in
ane of the company’s dinner theater
productions, Currently, he’s rchears-
ing for the role of the dangerous, old-
er pla ght in “Deathtrap,” which
will apen Jan.14 at the Hyatt.

His wile, who doesn’t mind atep-
ping before the cameras to do com-
merclals, doesn't consider herself a
stage performer. But she has become
lncresaingly involved behind-the-
scenes with the dinner-theater com.

pany.

“I have a business degree, from
Germany, and 1 never used i, she
sald. She'a happy to be bandling the
business end of the operatlon and pro-
ducing shows In which he stars. Oth-
erwise, he handles the producer’s

relns,
“It'a

dl feature with a
talk,

Jimmy Launce at 48 [s curly-balred
and boyish, with a friendly grin and
easy-golng manner. Brigltte Launce,
who says she doesn’t mind admitting

good for up here, too,” she sald, point-
Ing to the top of her head.

“l GOT FORCED Into dolng the
bookwork," she sald, recalling her ln.-

she's 39, is a German-bom blonde
with pretty, finc-boned features and a
warm, gracious personallty. In trim,
the Launces do early-morning acrobic
exercises together at Vic Tanny's Ex.
ecutive Club, at her Inslstence on
gnlnmlnlng good health and nutri-

on,

As they talked about thelr busy
Hlves, both pltched In to serve the af-

mraeag syt IonT

{inances. "Tn be honest, I really liknd
| (g

He declared, “She knows what I
want to do. I know what she wants to
do. We don't even have to verballze
"

For the dinner theater, he writes
tho preas releases and the blographies
for the pmgrums She designs the

AR -

different, and it

1958
TR AN "

newspaper ads and did the program
front for the Hyatt,

Her only regrcl is that, having

Europe, “I'm not perfect

in Englbh“' “But 1 spell better,” she

uld compnrlnz ber skills to her hus-

l ma lousy speller,” he admitted,

Aslde from the dinner-theater, they
both work as performers booked
‘through thelr separate agents at Call
& Rice. Motion plcture work, sarra-
tions and commerclals, as wc,ll as
speaklng  engagements, flll ‘thelr
schedul

SHE ALSO books herself for fash-
lon shows. Having worked for 19
years ln metropolltan Detrojt, she has
done all the blg shows for area stores.
She stlll models for Janet Varner of
Rochester and Chudik's of Blrming-
ham. “They’re very loyal,” she sald.

She's gotten into producing fashion
shows and has done several for Dit-
trich Fura where she previously
modeled. “I never want to be told
you're not on top anymare™ i bow she
deseribed her willlngness to switch
from modeling to producing, as she
grows older.

Lavnce has done acting as long as
he has been In broadcasting -- for 28
years, he sald. He started as an enter-
talner at age 8, playlng accordion on
stage wlth other youngsters.

As a teen-ager, the performer
worked on the air for five local radlo
stations In Fort Wayne, Ind., where he
was ralsed. “I dldn't earr. a dime," he
said of his volunteer efforts.

After working at two Mlchigan ra-
dlo statlons, In Sturgis and Battle
Creck, for a total of four years, he
came to WJR as staif announcer in

. and,
R

Radio star Jimmy Launce and his wife, tashlon
modal Brigitte Launce, both consider them-
sclves parformors. The West Bloomtleld couple
also works together on Jimmy Launce Produc-

AS A POPULAR radio personality,
he considers that work as his livell-
hood and the dlaner theater as his fun
Job, "Whenever I feel any fits of de-
presslon, the best thing for me Is to
take on z show. It shakes you out of
your lethargy,"” he sald,

The Launces have raised his three
children h—om a previous marriage
1,

h(.
-
scenes.

zelves, now that the children are all
away from home.

This year she decorated a Christ-
mas teee for herself Instead of the
famlly. The big tree In the living
room glitters with gold-colored and
glass ornaments.

She's a gourmet cook, too. He's hao-
dy around tho housc, having con-

tructed dpmhduulwutvlw-\
o u;n rea, Fla  prallt hicaiele

been cmmclpnlem Ha gets breakfast
~in
momln'!,

Celebrities share show-business careers

JOHN STANO/3iatf photographor

tions’ two dinner thenters, where he is some-
timea on stage while she works behind the

a heated work shed for tools and proj-
ecls,

Of thelr congenial marriage, she
explained, “People say it looks llke a
pretty pleture and ask us how we do
it. We have to work at it

“I cater to Jlm qulte a bit and he
knows it. I never felt I had to worry
about emancipation. I alwayx bave

'

presents

| This is Christmas

Llsfen on

December 17th, Noon fo 12 A M.

And again on

December 25th, Noon to 12 AM.

Brought to you in part by:
Betiy’s Grocery Store

Birmingham/Bloomfield
Chamber of Commerce

Bricker Tunis Furs
Buddy's Pizza

Greensleeves Collectibles

La-Z-Boy Showcase Shoppes
Martin Schaefer Greenhouses

Morley Candy Makers
Ram’s Horn Restaurants
Town and Country Interiors
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