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Out-islands provide a tranquil alternative )

No. casinos, high-rises dot
the Bahamas’ ‘other side’

MARSH HARBOUR, BAHAMAS —
Follow the alrport road to the only sto-
plight on the Abaces. Don't ask the
name of the Intersection, just turn right
on “the road to Marsh Harbour." 1f you
are looking for the center of town, you
fust passed §t. Ahead, sailboats clutter
the shoreline from the Conch Inn past
Bahamas Yachtlng Service docks to the
Marsh Harbour Marina.

I you have visited Nassau or
Freeport, you might think that the
Bahamas are made up of high-risc ho-
tels and, casinos, with sand und straw
markets on the side. But New Provi-
dence and Grand Bahama are only two
of the 700 Bahamas islands, The 680
out-islands, some just big cnough to
provide a landing strip for seagulls, are
2 much more personal expericnce.

On outdstands like Great Abaco,
there 18 absolutely nothlng to do, unless
you like sunbathing, sailing, historlc
Bea towns and people. .

The Abaces, dominated by Great
Abaco, cover 640 square miles with
8,000 people in 20 communltles on sev-
cn Islands, They are less than 200 rlles
from Fort Lauderdale, 50 most of the
80,000 annual tourlsts come from Flor-
Ida; many have sccond homes here.
Canadlans are alse plentiful among
permanent resldents.

Many of these homes are for rent
when awners are absent, especlally in
Marsh Harbour; 20 minutes ferry ride
away in Hope Town or Man-ol-War
Cay; or 50 miles north on Troasure Cay
or Green Turtle Cay.

TREASURE CITY is reputed to bava
tbe moat completa all-around resort in
the slands, but

0 P
tion ts so expenslve here that resort
tovers, especially golfers, fly directly
into the Treasure Cay airport.

‘The Test of us putter along, on island
tlme, in Marsh Harbour and Its “subur-
ban® cays. If you are stil) on mainland
time when you pass the harbour, you
could easlly blink your eyes and miss
the yollow stucco wails of Conch Inm,
but the locals don't miss It. They eat
grouper and conchburgers with beer In
the Conch Craw! restaurant.

A clean room in the Conch Inn, with
snilboat masts for a skyline, costs $60
for two, You can also rent a large room
with amall kitchen in a nice old home
called the Lofty Flg across the street
for about $390 a week.

We go on half a-mlle, past the new
time-share condos, Abaco Towns by the
Sea, sometlmes for rent by the week, to
the Great Abaco Beach Hotel, a con-
temporary motel and dining room with
a decent 3and beach on the ocean sidé
of the peninsula, It runs $70 for (wo in
season,

Owner Leonard Thempson is a quict
man full of wonderful stories. Hls faml-
ly goes back to those first Joyalist set-
tiers who fled the American Revolu-
tion. He ploncered air travel to the is-

Out-island sailors can
rent yachts in Abaco
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lands, helped found the resort at Trea-
sure Cay and will gladly tell'you about
his first and last boar hunt, an actlvity

still possible for bardy visitors to the .

island.
‘

BY NOW, you've seen all the sccom-
modatlons in Marsh Harbour cxcept
the Ambassador Haotel in the adjacent
black community of Dundas Town,
where owner Percy Archer Is sald to
cook the best crawfish in town, Dundas
‘Town s nlso home to Mother Merl's, a
small green wooden restaurant, where
you can drink at the bar while Merl
Willlams makes the best conch {ritters
in the Bahamas.

After all that hearty ealing, you'll
want to rest a blt before golng o sea,
either on a ferry to Hopo Town or Man-
of-War Cay, or on a sallboat, Theso are
among the most protected salling wa-
ters in the world, with good ancharage
every flve or six mlles. Smali cays
form n barrler reef for 100 miles from
Litile Harbour northeast to Walkers
Cay, at the northern tip of the chaln.

Man.of-War Cay, boat-bullding capl-
tal of the Bahamas, reminds me of
Mystie Seaport in Connecticut, except
Mystlc s a restored 19th-century sall-
ing town, now a muscum, and this is

. The boata are con-
lomporary wood and [lborglass, smoat
bultt by one member or another of the
Albury famlly.

AILMAKER Norman Albury has

’ retlred, but Patricia Albury sells sall

bags and other canvas totes in his old
shop, Edwin Albury makes flberglass
boats and owns the repair yards, Wil-
lard makes weoden runabouts, and Joe
Albury deslgns and bullds the Man-of-
‘War dinghy.

Our Morgan 41 from Bahama Yacht-
ing Service Is captalned by Robin
Sweetlng, whose famlly have lived on
Man-of-War Cay for centurics; all his
couslas and uncles arc Alburys.

Robln sails us from Man-of-War
across the Sea of Abaco, past the El-
bow Cay Beach Inn and the candy-
siriped lghthouse to Hope Town. A
wide concrete pathway leads from the
Hope Town whar{ past plnk and white
clapboard houses, on past the renovat-
«ed Hope Town Harbour Lodge to the tip
of the island, where the-gravestones of
carly settlers tip gently aver the sea.

Next week: North to Treasure
Cay and Green Turtle Cay, where
they are planning the 1983 bicenten-
nial of loyalist settlers who fled here
after the American Revolution.
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Abaco's three yachtchartering companles now
otfer more than 80 salllng yachts to boaters. The
yachts can be chartercd as "bareboats” or with
captains and wlth full or partial provisions.

Bahamas Yachting Services, the largest of the
three, located in the Marsh Harbour area, has ac-
quired alx Gulfstar long-range motor crulsers to
phasc cut slx 30-foot trawlers. The crutsers are
ilve-aboard power yachts for power-boat enthusi-
asts, BYS presldent Bill DeMoranville sald,

BYS has several dozen sallboats in Its charler
flect. Another dozen sallboata ranging from 33 to 41
fect are also avallable at Marsh Harbour Marina,
direetly across from the Conch Inn,

In nearby Hope Town, Abaco Babamas Charters

- offers day-salling packages and comblnation Yand-

sea vacations In conjunction with the Hope Town

Harbour Lodge. ABC has been In operation slnce
1965, making it the oldest charter company.

At two Abaco’ lslands, boat-bullding skllls that
once turned out tall ships now are used to malntaln
and repair hundreds of smaller vessels.

At Man-O-War Cay and Green Turtle Cay, where
three-mastered schooners were bullt in the last
century, carpenters, mechanics and painters do a
wide variety of repatra and (otal maintenance on
both small and large boats.

Clinics

agent or:

« Experience in health and fitness with internationally
known Dr; Joseph Aronds

»Inco-operation with Vital Options Fitness Program
«Join Wimbledon Champion Fred Stolle tor Tennis

Air and 7 Day Cruise along the Western Coast of Mexico,
Departs February Sthfrom Los Angeles

SAIL THE WORLD CLASS ROYAL VIKING LIME
from $ 1 339

Callyour travel l& 313-540-8080
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Tourism industry king in the

The Royal Bahamas Pollee Force Band makes a
sea of red and white belmets in the corner of the
grand as { wait for
the arrival of the Honorable Lynden O. Pladling,
Prima Minlstor of the Commonwealth of the Baha-

We often scoff at ceremony, but It Is goose-bump
tme when the glorious band plays the Canadian,
American and Bahamlan natlonal anthems, and
Bishop Willlam Johnson glves the Inbls

The Abacos, Bahamas oul-islands, offer plenty of
heaches like the one piclured above where you can
toast your akin a golden brown. Or you can go to Mother

Dundas Town, where Merl Williams {zight)
o best conch fritiers in the Bahamas.

“Toaus there are some 12,000 traditional hotel
rooms In the Bahamas and anather 1,000 self-cater-
Ing condominiums, cottages and time-sharing facll-
ities. In 10 years, we cxpect to add 3,000 more,”
Pindlng sald.

_ “Now that castnos in our rountry aro Bahamian
~ owmed, the government has docided to usc” them
more effcctively as an englne for resort develop-
ment. Bahamians will now be permittea w work a3

soft 1stand volce.

That Bahamian sound, with the educated clarity
of the Dritlsh and the rhythm of the islands, is the
sound of the offictals who follow. As his minlsters
speak, (he P.M. sits quietly at the ceater of the po-
dlum, hls face harder to read than the others, He
has heard all these speeches before.

Pindling took the country Into independence In
1973 and was re-elected thls' year for the fourih
time. When he apeaks you understand at once that
his decp vibrating volce, with Its cultivated ac-
cents, 18 one of his treasures.

Tourism s the No, 1 Industry, followed by bank-
Ing and agriculture, in the Bahamas; the islards
hava the highest per-capita income from tourism in
the world, $2,485 per person, Seventy percent of the
gross national product is from tourism. Two-thirds
of the i3 directly or involved
In tourism.

Your tourist dollar is imp t to “an ipel

and training towards this cnd
*will begin shortly.”

Pindling saya that new casinos are scheduled for
both Nassan, Freeport and the out-islands, and that
the main thrust of tourist development witl be In
the out-islands.

“There have been volees, heard in soma develop-
ing natlons, which question the wisdom of heavy
reliance upon tourism as a tool of development,
Tourism [s today one of the fastest-grewing Indus-
trles In the world,” Pindling said.

The P.M. noted that bauxite or other
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The 680 Bahamas ouf-
Istands, some just big
enough to provide a
landing strip for .
seagulls, provide 8
very personal
experience for the
adventurous tourist.
On out-islands like :
Great Abaco there is
absolutely nothing to
do, unless you like
sunbathing, sailing,
and historic sea towns,

. The Bahama lslands have
the highest per-capita
income from tourism in the
world, $2,485 per person.
Sevenlty percent of the
gross national product is
from tourism, Two-thirds
of the population is
directly or indirectly
involved in tourism.

products may come and go, but that “people will

always want to travel and meet other people.” So

far in the Bahamas, polltical stabllity and the

charming Island people have made tourism a suc-

v‘:smlul operation for both the istander and the tour-
t,

go which begins some 50 miles off the coast of Flor-
|dn and cueves In a graceful arc almost to the coast
of Hispanlola,” and Plndling knows It.

His government is worklng now towards that
moment, 10 years away, when the Bahamas cele-
brate the 300th anniversary of Christopher Colum-
bus' fIrst landfallon tiny San Salvador istand. They
are already the leading crulse ship destination for
tourlsts from North and South America and are
working towards two million visltors a year.
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GREAT ESCAPE TRHAVEL CQRR,
, 888 5. WOODWARD, BIRMINGHAM, M1 48011

‘MILLROUSE
ON THE LAKE .

$ Unique 3 & 4 Bedroom
Town Houses Ovetlooking
Crooked Lake
$99,500-5165,000

‘ 1t is o historic structure that was con-
verted to modern townhoutes, utilizing materlal
from Old English buildings nnd a Brazilian Mill.

«Complete kitchen with microwave and washer
and dryer,

«Enjoy an exclusive Club Room with bar and
fireplace.

Call (616) 347-6200 ot (616) 347-0727

e MAICA

«.AGAINI —
FROM !

$ % AIR/HOTEL
INCLUDING TAX

& SERVICES
AIRONLY $359

INCLUDES HOTELS IN
MONTEGO BAY, OCHO RIOS, NEGRIL
8 DAYS, 7 NIGHTS DEPARTING
EVERY SUNDAY FROM DETROIT
JANUARY 23 THRU MAY 1, 1983

6 Miles of Petoskey on Rt. 31

*****'k*'k‘k*******;
Our Holiday & New Years Gift

rd Person* FREE X

Full Amesican Plan — Frea Dolly
Maossage ~ Evory Rosort Facllity —
. Men's and Womon's Spas

Call Toll Free for a Brochure

1-800-327-7510
iami %lgﬁﬁfyﬁfo?féa 33141
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ESERVE NOW JAN. & FEB| :

*

*(NEGRIL T-WATER COTTAGES)
CALL YOUR TRAVEL
AGENT OR YOUR
AAA BRANCH NOW
—SPACE IS LIMITED!

All Charters include $ 100,000 FhghtfTravet Insurance

BIRMINGHAM FARMINGTON'

Michigon

K TRAVEL
1013 S, Adams
540-6333

Robert
REED TRAVEL .

& Tours
Drakeshire Plata
35107 Grand River

476-5800

FARMINGTON HILLS. .
WINDWARD

TRAVEL, INC.
25816 Middlebelt at 11 Mile
located In
Chatbam Square Mall
478.8560

BIRMINGHAM
VILLAGE TRAVEL
266 Bl
646-4181

DETROIT AREA .
HUDSON'S
TRAVEL
SERVICE
Oankland  585-8020

Westland  425-3386
Northland 569.5153

RUSSELL'S
TRAVEL, INC.
15619 Farmington Rd.,
Llvonia, MI 48154
427-8200
ROYAL OAK

TRAVEL-RAMA

Briarwood 994-0085] TRAVEL AGENCY

USE YOUR HUDSON'S 204 W. Fourth
CHARGE 548-2800




